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NICOR GAS COMPANY’S  
RESPONSE TO STAFF’S MOTION  

FOR ALJ DECISION ON START-UP DATES 

In accordance with the schedule established by the Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”), 

Northern Illinois Gas Company d/b/a Nicor Gas Company (“Nicor Gas”) respectfully submits its 

response to the Motion for ALJ Decision on Start-Up Dates (“Motion”) filed by the Staff 

(“Staff”) of the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission”).  In general, Nicor Gas does not 

oppose the relief sought by Staff in the Motion.  More particularly, Nicor Gas concurs with Staff 

on two points. 

First, Nicor Gas concurs with Staff’s recommendation that Nicor Gas be required to 

provide at least three full years of operations of its on-bill financing (“OBF”) program regardless 

of the Commission’s commencement date interpretation or the completion of the OBF program 

evaluation.  Motion at p. 8. 

Second, Nicor Gas concurs with Staff’s recommendation that the OBF program evaluator 

address the difficulties Nicor Gas has had in commencing its OBF program.  Id. at p. 10.  As the 



 

- 2 - 
 

Motion recognizes (at p. 3), Nicor Gas provided a data request response in this proceeding 

stating that  its OBF program was effective on June 1, 2011 but that, due to the current low price 

of natural gas, no efficiency measures had been identified as eligible and Nicor Gas’ program 

was not active nor had any applications been received.  See Nicor Gas Response to Initiating 

Order Data Request (a) (Nov. 2, 2011).  Specifically, the difficulties that Nicor Gas faces arise 

from the current low price of gas coupled with the following language of the OBF statute relating 

to gas utilities: 

(c) Not later than 60 days following completion of the workshop process 
described in subsection (b-5) of this Section, each gas utility subject to subsection 
(b) of this Section shall submit a proposed program to the Commission that 
contains the following components: 

(1) A list of recommended gas energy efficiency measures that will be eligible for 
on-bill financing. An eligible gas energy efficiency measure (“measure”) shall be 
defined by the following: 

(A) The measure would be applied to or replace gas energy-using equipment; and 

(B) Application of the measure to equipment and systems will have estimated 
gas savings (determined by rates in effect at the time of purchase), that are 
sufficient to cover the costs of implementing the measures, including finance 
charges and any program fees not recovered pursuant to subsection (f) of this 
Section. To assist the gas utility in identifying or approving measures, the utility 
may consult with the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, as 
well as with retailers, technicians and installers of gas energy efficiency measures 
and energy auditors (collectively “vendors”). 

220 ILCS 5/19-140(c) (emphasis added).  Nicor Gas has already provided an analysis to Staff 

demonstrating why it currently cannot find measures that meet this statutory standard, and it can 

provide that same analysis to the OBF evaluator at the appropriate time should the Commission 

determine that the evaluator include this issue in the scope of reviewing the OBF programs.    
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Dated:  March 23, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John E. Rooney 
Anne W. Mitchell 
Rooney Rippie & Ratnaswamy LLP 
350 West Hubbard Street, Suite 430 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
(312) 447-2800 
john.rooney@r3law.com 
anne.mitchell@r3law.com 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS GAS COMPANY 
D/B/A NICOR GAS COMPANY 
 
By: /s/  John E. Rooney   
 One of its attorneys 
 
 

 
 
 


