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February 4, 2012 
 
Mr. Tony Wilkins 
Ameren Illinois Utilities 
501 E. Lafayette St 
Bloomington, IL   61701 
 
Re: Brokaw to South Bloomington Transmission Line Project 
 Shirk Family Farms 
 
Dear Mr. Wilkins: 
 
Family member Andy Shirk and I were invited to attend the November 17, 2011 
Stakeholder Working Group at the Ameren offices in Bloomington. We were pleased to 
learn at that meeting that the project parameters, including routing and feasibility, has 
been restarted with a fresh look by Ameren engineering, and that there will be more time 
for input from interested parties. 
 
You should have in your files a letter from attorney Frank Miles dated  November 1, 
2010 expressing  our opposition to the “Blue” route that at that time dropped down to the 
section line and effectively divided an important parcel to our family’s farm and 
development operations. Unfortunately, this routing was designated as the “preferred” 
route at that time. 
 
We were pleased to learn at the November 2011 meeting that the “preferred” designation 
had been removed and the alternative “Orange” route was an apparent option of equal 
weight. We see the Orange route as a better solution, as it follows existing right of way 
through our property. 
 
What did disappoint us what that the previous preferred blue route was adjusted to the 
south and now cut directly through the center of our 485 continuous acres, disregarding 
our previous objection and even more dramatically effecting our existing 485 +/- 
contiguous acres and future development plans. 
 
Andy Shirk attended a December open house where the blue route was again selected as 
the primary route. This is disappointment as our concerns and objections were clearly 
irrelevant to the decision making process. Andy Shirk and I pointed out significant 
problems during the community working group but now realize we were wasting our 
time as these concerns were falling on deaf ears. 
 
Please place this second letter on file as our continued opposition, not necessarily to the 
project, but to the damage the new Blue route brings to our high potential land parcel.  
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We would hope that the alternative Orange route will become the “preferred “ route or 
that our input will be persuasive to engineering that the additional cost of a routing that 
will not further bi-sect our  family’s sizeable collection of adjacent farm parcels will be a 
good decision in the long run. 
 
To be more specific, with considerable effort over the last 30 years, family members have 
carefully purchased and/or swapped farm parcels to achieve a significant number of 
adjacent acres that have the long term potential to be a significant residential and 
commercial development project.  The east side by-pass proposals and recent extension 
of public utilities have added to the potential for this vision. A new high voltage 
transmission line running through the accumulated acreage, which is already impacted by 
an existing 138,000 volt transmission line, is excessively destructive to our concept, 
especially with a preferable orange route that follows mostly existing right of way as an 
option. We think this land use question should be factored into the decision making 
process.   
 
We would be happy to meet privately with staff to talk about alternatives. Thank you in 
advance for acknowledging receipt of this letter and for routing it to appropriate Ameren 
staff. 
 
Very truly yours,  
 
 
 
 
James A. Shirk      Andrew J. Shirk 
Representing      Shirk Farms 

 Shirk Family Farms  
Tiehack Development Inc.  
Schluchter Ives Partners 
Shirk White Partners 

 
 
CC: Hayes Law Office - Clay Cox 
 Chuck Hurliman 
 Leigh E. Morris – Ameren – Senior Communications Executive 
  
  
 

Ameren Exhibit 4.2 
Page 75 of 75




