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1 CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN Arts & Culture 40$                 

The Chicago Botanic Garden offers a variety of programs to support the public.  Each year, its Center for 
Teaching and Learning welcomes more than 25,000 children from Chicago Public Schools, greater Cook 
County, and surrounding areas. Scouts, summer campers, family groups and over 1,000 teachers use the 
Garden’s Center for Teaching and Learning each year as a place to extend their knowledge of the natural 
world. The Garden's Horticultural Therapy Services serves 8,000 children with special needs and elderly 
clients at agency sites, consulted on the development of four enabling and healing gardens at hospitals 
and hospice centers.  The Green Youth Farm program at Dyett H.S. received funding that has allowed it 
to become a year-round production and student education program in Chicago’s Washington Park 
community. ComEd supports Wonderland Express at the Chicago Botanic Garden, which due to 
ComEd's funding uses all LEDs for its holiday lighting to educate visitors on the importance of energy 
effiency.

2 CHICAGO CULTURAL CENTER FOUNDATION Arts & Culture 10                   

In 1991, the Chicago Cultural Center was established as the nation's first and most comprehensive free 
municipal cultural venue. Every year, the Chicago Cultural Center presents hundreds of free 
international, national, regional and local artists, musicians and performers, providing a showcase where 
the public can enjoy and learn about the arts.

3 ETA CREATIVE ARTS FOUNDATION Arts & Culture 10                   

eta Creative Arts Foundation (eta) was incorporated in 1971 and is now recognized as one of Chicago's 
leading African American cultural performing arts institutions. eta programs are vast and diverse in 
scope toward the goal of strengthening the community culturally and economically. An extensive training
program in the performing and technical arts is provided for children (from age 6), teens and adults. 
Classes include acting, music, dance, lighting, sound, playwriting, stage management, directing, audition 
techniques for commercials and video taping.

4 ORIENTAL INSTITUTE Arts & Culture 7                     

The Oriental Institute (OI) is a research organization and museum devoted to the study of the ancient 
Near East. Founded in 1919 by James Henry Breasted, the Institute, a part of the University of Chicago, 
is an internationally recognized pioneer in the archaeology, philology, and history of early Near Eastern 
civilizations.The Oriental Institute Museum houses our world-renowned collection of ancient art and 
artifacts for the benefit of researchers and the general public. The Museum displays objects recovered by 
Oriental Institute excavations in permanent galleries devoted to ancient Egypt, Nubia, Persia, 
Mesopotamia, Syria, Anatolia, and Israel, as well as rotating special exhibits. The collections of the OI 
are unusual because the majority of the artifacts were obtained during controlled archaeological 
excavations; therefore, there is no doubt about their authenticity.
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2010 Charitable Contributions 

Description of Recipient Organizations Services/Benefits Provided to the Public
(In Thousands)
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5 PUERTO RICAN ARTS ALLIANCE Arts & Culture 25                   

Founded in 1998, Puerto Rican Arts Alliance (PRAA) is more than a symbol of cultural expression for 
hundreds of thousands of Puerto Ricans in Chicago. It is a not-for-profit multidisciplinary arts 
organization dedicated to promoting the richness and diversity found in the Puerto Rican culture and its 
native Taíno Indian, Spanish and West African roots. PRAA prides itself on presenting a wide variety of 
art forms and educational services including music, dance, visual arts and theater produced by local 
Puerto Rican talent. PRAA actively promotes the artistic expression of the Puerto Rican community and 
seeks to preserve it for future generations. Through a wide variety of programs--and including a new art 
center to open on Chicago's Northwest Side in 2012--PRAA reaches out to the Puerto Rican community 
and beyond.  

6 PUERTO RICAN PARADE COMMITTEE OF 
CHICAGO, INC. Arts & Culture 14                   

ComEd is a sponsor of the annual Puerto Rican Day Parade and Festival. The purpose of event is to 
create an awareness of Puerto Rican culture and an overall positive perception of the Hispanic 
community. Culture, civic pride and accomplishments are promoted through the event.

7 SILK ROAD THEATRE PROJECT Arts & Culture 25                   

Silk Road Theatre Project showcases playwrights of Asian, Middle Eastern, and Mediterranean 
backgrounds whose works address themes relevant to the peoples of the Silk Road and their Diaspora 
communities. Through the creation and presentation of outstanding theatre, the performances promote 
discourse and dialogue among diverse audiences in Chicago. As Chicago's first theatre company 
dedicated to representing the experiences of such a distinct grouping of peoples and regions, we give 
voice to cultures and experiences long absent on the American stage, and aim to integrate these voices 
into the canon of American theatre.

8 ABRAHAM LINCOLN PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY 
& MUSEUM FOUNDATION Arts & Culture/Museums 10                   

ComEd’s contribution to the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library Foundation supports the educational 
and cultural programming of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum; fosters Lincoln 
scholarship through the acquisition and publication of documentary materials relating to Lincoln and his 
era; and promotes a greater appreciation of history through exhibits, conferences, publications, online 
services, and other activities designed to promote historical literacy. ComEd provided a contribution for a 
Chicago-based dinner to raise funds for the mission of the organization.

9 ADLER PLANETARIUM Arts & Culture/Museums 37                   

The Adler Planetarium — America's First Planetarium — was founded in 1930 by Chicago business 
leader Max Adler. The museum is home to three full-size theaters, extensive space science exhibitions, 
and one of the world's most important antique astronomical instrument collections on display. The Adler 
is a recognized leader in science education, with a focus on inspiring young people, particularly women 
and minorities, to pursue careers in science.  ComEd has provided funding for the Adler's "Shoot for the 
Moon" exhibit and the new sky theatre, which promote learning about astronomy and science in a fun, 
engaging way.
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10 CHICAGO CHILDREN'S MUSEUM Arts & Culture/Museums 14                   

Located on Navy Pier since 1995, Chicago Children's Museum is now one of the city's top cultural 
attractions and the second most visited children's museum in the country. CCM serves more than 657,000 
visitors annually, both on-site and in communities throughout Chicago, particularly in areas with limited 
access to the museum's rich array of resources. CCM was founded in 1982 by a coalition led by the 
Junior League of Chicago in response to program cutbacks in the city's public schools. The then-named 
Express-Ways Children's Museum opened in two hallways of the Chicago Public Library, now the 
Chicago Cultural Center, with Getting to Know Hue, the museum's inaugural exhibit on color, light, 
music, and literature. Community partnerships are core to Chicago Children’s Museum and a hallmark 
of its unique presence. With a commitment to making resources available to all children, the museum 
reaches out to families living in underserved neighborhoods by working with schools, libraries, 
community groups, and families to provide educational programming in and beyond their communities.

11 CHICAGO HISTORY MUSEUM Arts & Culture/Museums 45                   

Chicago History Museum is a privately endowed, independent institution was founded and devoted to 
collecting, interpreting, and presenting the rich multicultural history of Chicago and Illinois, as well as 
selected areas of American history, to the public through exhibitions, programs, research collections, and 
publications.

12 DISCOVERY CENTER MUSEUM Arts & Culture/Museums 20                   

Formed in 1981, Discovery Center has grown to be “a gem of Rockford” by helping the educational, 
cultural and financial vibrancy of the region. Discovery Center offers a wide array of fun, family-oriented 
educational programs that help teach important lessons in math, science, astronomy, health and art--all 
while striving to keep our admission fees affordable for all people in the community.  Ranked the “fourth 
best children’s museum in the nation” by Child  magazine, its programs are designed to adhere to 
specific learning standards.  Discovery Center serves at-risk children every school week through the After
School Achievement Program in cooperation with the Rockford Public School District. 

13 MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY Arts & Culture/Museums 82                   

The Museum of Science and Industry is the largest science center in the Western Hemisphere, home to 
more than 35,000 artifacts and nearly 14 acres of hands-on experiences designed to spark scientific 
inquiry and creativity. Since opening its doors in 1933, they’ve welcomed more than 175 million guests 
from around the world. MSI's mission, to inspire the inventive genius in everyone by presenting 
captivating and compelling experiences that are real and educational, is realized through world-class 
exhibits. Even bigger than its mission is its vision, which is to inspire and motivate children to achieve 
their full potential in the fields of science, technology, engineering and medicine. In addition to  fun and 
interactive exhibits, the Museum’s Center for the Advancement of Science Education (CASE) is 
continually developing and facilitating student learning labs, after-school science clubs, teen volunteer 
programs, teacher development classes and community outreach—all ways in which MSI makes science 
come alive for children and adults of all ages. 
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14 NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MEXICAN ART Arts & Culture/Museums 78                   

Free every day of the year, the National Museum of Mexican Art (NMMA ) defines Mexican culture as 
sin fronteras (without borders), and its programs and exhibitions capture the wide range of Mexican 
cultural expressions and art forms, from ancient to modern and on both sides of the border. NMMA 
believes in art as a bridge between communities, and that art in education expands minds and breaks 
down barriers while preserving cultural heritages. The NMMA offers a wide range of educational 
programs for children and families, teens, school groups, and educators. Its art exhibitions, performance 
arts and educational programs are experienced by more than 200,000 visitors annually, including 60,000 
K–12 students.

15 CHICAGO CHILDREN'S CHOIR Arts & Culture/Music 30                   

The Choir currently serves 3,000 children, ages 8-18 through choirs in 51 Chicago Public Schools, after-
school programs in eight Chicago neighborhoods and the internationally acclaimed Concert Choir. 
ComEd supports a neighborhood choir from the Pilsen/Little Village neighborhood--the members of the 
choir are primarily low-income and would be unable to participate without ComEd's support.

16 MUNTU DANCE THEATRE OF CHICAGO Arts & Culture/Perfoming 
Arts/Dance 5                     

Since its founding in 1972, Muntu Dance Theatre has grown to be one of the most artistically-
accomplished and stable dance companies in Chicago. The company has achieved an acclaimed 
reputation locally, nationally and internationally for making consistent artistic statements of cultural and 
historical significance. Muntu offers dance classes, arts education development for teachers, and 
workshops for members of the community, primarily from the South Side of Chicago.

17 CHICAGO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA Arts & Culture/Perfoming 
Arts/Music 95                   

The central mission of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra Association is to present classical music 
through the Chicago Symphony Orchestra to Chicago, national and international audiences. The mission 
is supported by four mutually reinforcing elements: artistic excellence/continued international 
preeminence in the field of orchestral excellence; audience development/leading audience development 
initiatives; education/superior education and community programs; and financial stability/fiscal 
responsibility for long-term health. More than two-thirds of ComEd’s funding for the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra supports the Classical Tapestry Series, which debuted in 2003-2004 season. Classical Tapestry 
is designed to encourage greater participation and increase diversity among CSO audiences, this series of 
three concert lectures features programming and artists of interest to African American audiences.

18 AUDITORIUM THEATRE OF ROOSEVELT 
UNIVERSITY

Arts & Culture/Perfoming 
Arts/Theatre/Education 7                     

The Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University is an independent not-for-profit organization committed 
to presenting the finest in international, cultural and community programming to Chicago and to the 
continued restoration and preservation of the National Historic Landmark Auditorium Theatre. 
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19 ELGIN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA Arts & Culture/Performaing Arts 6                     

As one of Illinois' two premiere symphonic orchestras, the Elgin Symphony Orchestra serves and builds a
broad audience through the performance of powerful symphonic music and dynamic educational 
programs. The Elgin Symphony Orchestra is Illinois' premier regional and the nation's fastest growing 
orchestra. The orchestra's season includes over 50 concerts annually at the 1,200-seat Hemmens Theatre 
in Elgin and the 440-seat Prairie Arts Center in Schaumburg. Audiences of over 50,000 are served each 
year: 20,000 students are reached and educated through several music education programs.

20 HARRIS THEATRE FOR MUSIC AND DANCE Arts & Culture/Performing Arts 7                     

The core of the Harris Theater's mission is to partner with an array of Chicago's emerging and mid-sized 
performing arts organizations to help them build the resources and infrastructure necessary to achieve 
artistic growth and long-term organizational sustainability. The Theater supports this mission by 
providing these partner organizations subsidized rental, technical expertise, and marketing support, thus 
allowing the organizations to focus on what they do best -- bringing the finest music and dance to the 
public. 

21 RAUE CENTER FOR THE PERFOMING ARTS Arts & Culture/Performing Arts 15                   

Raue Center for the Arts, located in historic downtown Crystal Lake offers contemporary, vibrant 
performing arts on a state-of-the-art stage. Community has been the key to Raue Center’s longevity and 
quality programming. With more than 400 volunteers, local business supporters, dedicated board 
members and staff, it’s a community of arts patrons that have made the theatre what it is today. Since 
opening in 2001, over 600,000 adults and children have walked through the doors of Raue Center to 
experience the magic and wonder of the arts.  The Raue Center has introduced the performing arts to 
more than 165,000 children--that's 20,000 each year.

22 LUNA NEGRA DANCE THEATER Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Dance 14                   

Since its inception in 1999, Luna Negra Dance Theater has established itself as a significant and vital 
component of Chicago’s arts and cultural community. Founded by dancer, choreographer and educator 
Eduardo Vilaro, Luna Negra has served as a springboard for Latino contemporary choreographers to 
give expression to their stories and bring new life to the cultures of their communities. Steering away 
from stereotypes and folkloric representations, Luna Negra offers its audiences energetic, powerful, and 
passionate contemporary Latino dance, reflecting the immense cultural shift that is shaping America in 
the 21st century.

23 GRANT PARK ORCHESTRAL ASSOCIATION Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Music 30                   

The Grant Park Orchestral Association is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting the Grant Park 
Music Festival's programs and priorities. The Grant Park Music Festival is the nation's only remaining 
free, municipally supported, outdoor summer classical music series. The Festival is committed to 
providing free classical music to all Chicago residents and visitors. Outdoor concerts are held in 
Millennium Park's Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor concert 
venue of its kind in the United States, and indoor concerts are held in the acoustically superb Harris 
Theater for Music and Dance.
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24 MERIT SCHOOL OF MUSIC Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Music 22                   

Merit School of Music was founded in 1979 on the desire to provide life-changing experiences for 
children through music. This year, the School will reach nearly 6,000 young people at dozens of 
locations throughout Chicagoland. Merit is committed to helping children realize their full musical 
potential, while helping them to excel academically and grow personally. Merit is devoted to giving 
children throughout the Chicago metropolitan area the opportunity to grow through music, especially 
children living in economically disadvantaged communities. 

25 RAVINIA FESTIVAL Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Music 23                   

In 1904, the A.C. Frost Company created Ravinia as an amusement park intended to lure riders to the 
fledgling Chicago & Milwaukee Electric Railroad. The amusement park boasted a baseball diamond, 
electric fountain and refectory or casino building with dining rooms and a dance floor. The prairie-style 
Martin Theatre (then called Ravinia Theatre) is the only building on the grounds that dates back to that 
original construction. Nearly 100 years later, Ravinia Festival is the oldest outdoor music festival in 
North America and is lauded for presenting world-class music. The festival attracts about 600,000 
listeners to some 120 to 150 events that span all genres from classical music to jazz to music theater over 
each three-month summer season. 

26 ROCKFORD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Music 25                   

The Rockford Symphony Orchestra is one of the leading cultural institutions in Northern Illinois, 
performing over twenty classical and pops concerts annually. The RSO has a mission to educate and 
enrich the community through the performance of symphonic music. Towards this end, the RSO offers a 
number of programs and special opportunities for children, teens, families, and adults of all ages.  Its 
education programs annually reach more than 10,000 people of all ages, backgrounds, and 
socioeconomic status in a seven county region. By introducing students to classical music at an early age, 
the RSO cultivates future audiences and encourages an interest in learning to play a musical instrument. 
Studying an instrument is a great way to learn invaluable life skills such as teamwork, communication, 
self-discipline, self-esteem, creativity, and self-expression through the arts.

27 LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Opera 23                   

Lyric Opera of Chicago, founded in 1954, is one of the world's greatest opera companies. It is renowned 
internationally for its artistic excellence and financial strength. Lyric's education department seeks to 
enrich the lives of Chicago-area children and adults through high-quality, accessible arts education, 
which focuses on cultivating a lifelong appreciation of opera and creating audiences for the future. 
Lyric's school programs embrace arts education as a core subject and promote cross-curricular 
integration while fulfilling state learning standards. Community programs provide education on a variety 
of levels, from novice to expert, which heighten the opera-going experience.
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28 CHICAGO CHILDREN'S THEATRE Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Theatre 20                   

Chicago Children’s Theatre has evolved as both a professional and personal response to the lack of a 
Chicago company dedicated exclusively to providing high-quality, professional year-round children’s 
programming. Since its founding, Chicago Children’s Theatre has rigorously pursued its mission to 
enrich our communities through diverse, educational, and significant theatrical programming that 
engages and inspires the child in all of us.  In the past year, the Chicago Children's Theatre has welcomed 
school groups from throughout Northern Illinois, addressed important topics like bullying, and created a 
special performance for children with autism.

29 CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Theatre 62                   

Celebrating its 25th season, Chicago Shakespeare Theater offers a broad spectrum of theatrical 
experiences year-round, engaging and entertaining audiences from all walks of life and from around the 
world. The plays of William Shakespeare form the core of the company's work, featuring selections from 
Shakespeare’s 38-play canon complemented by other dramatic works. Since 1991, Team Shakespeare, 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater’s arts-in-education program, has been uniting the skills of theater artists 
and teachers to bring Shakespeare to life in the school curriculum. The theater’s classroom handbooks 
and free workshops give educators a battery of engaging classroom study methods, with emphasis on 
active wordplay, open discussion and dramatic reenactment of Shakespeare’s texts. To underscore this 
commitment, more than 100 Chicago Shakespeare Theater matinees each season are reserved exclusively 
for student audiences, with deep ticket subsidies to ensure broad access for all schools.

30 GOODMAN THEATRE Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Theatre 46                   

Goodman Theatre, Chicago’s oldest and largest not-for-profit theater, has won international renown for 
the quality of productions, the depth and diversity of artistic leadership, and the excellence of its many 
community and educational programs. The Goodman is committed to producing both classic and 
contemporary works, giving full voice to a wide range of artists and visions. Central to that mission is the 
Goodman Artistic Collective, a diverse group of outstanding theater artists whose distinctive visions have 
given the Goodman an artistic identity of uncommon richness and variety. By dedicating itself to three 
guiding principles—quality, diversity, and community—Goodman Theatre seeks to be the premier 
cultural organization in Chicago, providing productions and programs that make an essential 
contribution to the quality of life in our city.

31 LOOKINGGLASS THEATRE COMPANY Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Theatre 35                   

Lookingglass formed in 1988 when a group of ambitious college graduates created a process-driven 
theatre company and unique theatrical experience for the public. Our signature approach to developing 
plays involves long-term dedication to the development process, presenting work in a theatre with a 
configurable stage and seating that can change depending on the needs of the production. In 1992, the 
Lookingglass ensemble extended its vision to serve traditionally underserved populations by reaching out 
to Chicagoland’s diverse constituency through the creation of our education and community programs 
department. To date, we have produced 50 world premieres and have received 42 Jefferson Awards and 
citations. Each year, Lookingglass serves over 15,000 community members through its education and 
community programs.
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32 NORTHLIGHT THEATRE Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Theatre 24                   

Northlight Theatre aspires to promote change of perspective and encourage compassion by exploring the 
depth of our humanity across a bold spectrum of theatrical experiences. We seek to entertain, enlighten, 
and electrify our audiences through contemporary dramas, intimate musicals and refreshed classics. We 
are fearless in our commitment to champion new work, and to provide a nurturing and creative home for 
our artists. We are relentless in our pursuit of excellence through our productions, our business practices, 
our outreach, and our education. Northlight Theatre reflects our community to the world and the world to 
our community.

33 RIALTO SQUARE THEATRE CORP Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Theatre 30                   

The Rialto Square Theatre is a former Vaudeville movie palace built in the 1920's and restored by a large 
community effort in the 1980's. The theatre is a not-for-profit, 501(c) 3 organization operated by the Will 
County Metropolitan Exposition and Auditorium Authority. The theatre is recognized as an asset of 
outstanding value culturally and economically and is considered one of the most beautiful theatres in the 
nation. The mission of the Rialto Square Theatre is to lead a performing arts community partnership to 
enrich the quality of life by encouraging artistic and cultural development. ComEd sponsors the annual 
Festival of Trees.

34 STEPPENWOLF THEATRE COMPANY Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Theatre 50                   

The Steppenwolf formed in 1976 by a collective of actors, is dedicated to perpetuating an ethic of mutual 
respect and the development of artists through ongoing group work. From its humble beginning in a 
Highland Park church basement, Steppenwolf has grown into an internationally renowned company of 
forty-two artists whose talents include acting, directing, playwriting, filmmaking and textual adaptation. 
Its traditions of excellence are expressed in presenting world-class productions, reaching into the 
community through comprehensive educational programming, and uncovering and presenting the best 
new works and new artists.

35 THE HOUSE THEATRE OF CHICAGO Arts & Culture/Performing 
Arts/Theatre 10                   

The House Development Corporation (HDC) is the non-profit community development corporation that 
serves as the lead organization for the nascent Firehouse Community Arts Center. The Firehouse 
Community Arts Center is the only one of its kind in North Lawndale. The Firehouse Community Arts 
Center will reach more than 200 youth and young adults each day including elementary and high school 
ages. The program aims to bridge the gap between Little Village and North Lawndale communities 
together that have traditionally been hostile each other.

36 BROOKFIELD ZOO Arts & Culture/Zoos 10                 *Please note: Brookfield Zoo and Chicago Zoological Society are the same entity.

37 CHICAGO ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY Arts & Culture/Zoos 46                   

The mission of the Chicago Zoological Society is to inspire conservation leadership by connecting people
with wildlife and nature.  In addition to conservationists, the Society inspires and engages children, 
students, teachers, and others among the general public to make a positive impact on the natural world 
around them. ComEd sponsors the annual Holiday Magic Fest and offers customers a buy-one get-one 
free offer, to make visiting the zoo more affordable.  Additionally, in the past year ComEd began a 
program to donate material gathered from tree trimmings for the zoo's browse program in the animals' 
habitats.
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38 ARTSPACE PROJECTS, INC. Arts and Culture 5                     

Artspace’s mission is to create, foster, and preserve affordable space for artists and arts organizations.  In 
communities across the nation, Artspace develops a mix of affordable live/work units, retail space, and 
administrative and performance space for arts organizations.  ComEd supported an affordable live/work 
unit in Elgin for artists in the region.

39 ILLINOIS HOLOCAUST MUSEUM & EDUCATION 
CENTER Arts and Culture 80                   

The Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center is an outgrowth of the Holocaust Memorial 
Foundation of Illinois (HMFI), which was founded by a small group of survivors in 1981 following a 
proposed march by neo-Nazis in Skokie, Illinois.  In April 2009, after years of careful planning and 
generous support from the community, the new Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center opened 
to international acclaim. This 65,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility is likely the last of its kind to be 
built in partnership with survivors. Situated on 3.5 acres in Skokie, the facility serves the entire Midwest 
as a world-class educational institution and inspirational monument to those who perished.  Our mission 
remains constant: we are dedicated to preserving the legacy of the Holocaust by honoring the memories 
of those who were lost and by teaching universal lessons that combat hatred, prejudice and indifference.  

40 INTERNATIONAL LATINO CULTURAL CENTER 
OF CHICAGO Arts and Culture 8                     

The Illinois Latino Cultural Center is a non-profit, pan-Latino multi-arts organization dedicated to 
developing, promoting and increasing the awareness of Latino Culture among Latinos and other 
communities through a wide variety of art forms and education, including the Latino Film Festival and 
the Film in the Park series.

41 ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO Arts and Culture/Museums 50                   

The Art Institute of Chicago collects, preserves, and interprets works of art of the highest quality, 
representing the world's diverse artistic traditions, for the inspiration and education of the public and in 
accordance with the highest ethical standards and practices.The Art Institute of Chicago, founded in 1879 
as both a museum and school, first stood on the southwest corner of State and Monroe Streets. It opened 
on its present site at Michigan Avenue and Adams Street in 1893. Built on rubble from the 1871 Chicago 
fire, the museum housed a collection of plaster casts and had a visionary purpose: to acquire and exhibit 
art of all kinds and to conduct programs of education. The collection now encompasses more than 5,000 
years of human expression from cultures around the world, and the school's graduate program is 
continually ranked as one of the best in the country.
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42 FIELD MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY Arts and culture/Museums 195                 

The Field Museum was incorporated in the State of Illinois on September 16, 1893 as the Columbian 
Museum of Chicago with its purpose the "accumulation and dissemination of knowledge, and the 
preservation and exhibition of objects illustrating art, archaeology, science and history." In 1905, the 
Museum's name was changed to Field Museum of Natural History to honor the Museum's first major 
benefactor, Marshall Field, and to better reflect its focus on the natural sciences. In 1921 the Museum 
moved from its original location in Jackson Park to its present site on Chicago Park District property 
near downtown where it is part of a lakefront Museum Campus that includes the John G. Shedd 
Aquarium and the Adler Planetarium. These three institutions are regarded as among the finest of their 
kind in the world and together attract more visits annually than any comparable site in Chicago.

43 KOHL CHILDREN'S MUSEUM Arts and Culture/Museums 55                   

The Glenview-based Kohl Children's Museum has extensive community outreach programs that are 
designed to promote high impact early learning experiences for children, directing its efforts in support 
of those who are considered at risk of academic failure. In addition, the Museum develops curriculum 
and programming to address current issues affecting today's children, including climate change, obesity, 
and tolerance.  By working with educators and caregivers in the early childhood field and offering 
targeted programs that influence children when they are most receptive, the museum is inspiring 
meaningful change in the education of young children throughout the Greater Chicago Area.

44 JOFFREY BALLET OF CHICAGO Arts and Culture/Perfomance Theatre 12                   

The company funds a teen outreach program at the Joffrey Ballet.  It is the Joffrey's most advanced arts 
education and dance training program, providing promising high school dancers in Chicago with 
professional artistic development through classes taught by Joffrey staff and Joffrey dancers. The 
program is free to participants, many of whom would otherwise not have the opportunity to be involved 
with the Joffrey.

45 HUBBARD STREET DANCE CHICAGO Arts and Culture/Perfoming Arts 7                     

The mission of the main company of Hubbard Street Dance Chicago (HSDC) is to be America's leading 
contemporary dance company.  HSDC’s Education & Community Programs were formed in 1997 in 
order to offer movement-based arts experiences to students, teachers and families throughout the 
Chicago area, giving them opportunities to experience and participate in dance activities and to enhance 
their learning in other curricular areas. These programs, under the direction of Kathryn Humphreys, 
bring students into the world of dance by actively engaging them in perception, research, reflection and 
discussion, assisting them in strengthening basic proficiencies to develop analytical and abstract thinking, 
interpretation and problem-solving skills. HSDC’s partnerships with schools provide teaching artists and 
educators the opportunity to plan, teach and learn together to create exciting and meaningful integrated 
curriculum which challenges students and takes learning to new levels. HSDC also offers family 
workshops and youth dance programs through its community partnerships at locations throughout the 
city and at the Hubbard Street Dance Center.
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46 JOHN G. SHEDD AQUARIUM Arts and Culture/Zoos 94                   

The John G. Shedd Aquarium is an indoor public aquarium in Chicago that contains over 25,000 fish. 
The aquarium has 2 million annual visitors; it is the most popular attraction in the city.  The aquarium 
offers extensive education outreach for low-income students and is dedicated to teaching children and 
adults about the importance of convervation, particularly Lake Michigan and the Great Lakes.  

47 LINCOLN PARK ZOO Arts and Culture/Zoos 155                 

Lincoln Park Zoo is dedicated to connecting people with nature by providing a free, family-oriented 
wildlife experience in the heart of Chicago and by advancing the highest quality of animal care, 
education, science and conservation.  ComEd and many other donors contribute to keep Lincoln Park 
Zoo free and of the highest quality.

48 CITY CLUB OF CHICAGO Chicago community and economic 
development 10                   

The City Club of Chicago is a non profit, non partisan organization whose members include prominent 
business, civic and government leaders in Chicago. The organization attracts those interested in civic 
responsibility, public issues, open political debate and networking opportunities. Founded in 1903, it is 
the longest-running civic forum in Chicago.

49 AMERICAN LEGION - COMMONWEALTH 
EDISON POST 118

Community and Neighborhood 
Development 17                   

The American Legion was chartered and incorporated by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans 
organization. It is the nation’s largest veterans’ service organization, committed to mentoring and 
sponsorship of youth programs in our communities, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting a strong 
national security, and continued devotion to our fellow service members and veterans.

50 BACK OF THE YARDS NEIGHBORHOOD 
COUNCIL

Community and Neighborhood 
Development 11                   

Founded in 1939, Back of the Yards Neighborhood Council offers a variety of activities, programs and 
services that are provided to its constituents. These programs include a Mexican Ballet Folklorico, 
organizing and hosting Regional Consortium meetings for area youth agencies, after-school tutoring and 
arts & crafts, GED classes, a free senior citizen shuttle bus, maintaining a high level of participation with 
local CAPS program, retail development, affordable housing initiatives, employment placement 
assistance, and a variety of other services that assist  participants.  

51 CEDA (Community and Economic Development 
Association of Cook County)

Community and Neighborhood 
Development 5                     

One of the largest private non-profit organizations in the country, CEDA serves 240,000 Cook County 
residents annually. More than 40 programs and services are offered in the areas of child and family 
development, health and nutrition services, senior citizen programs, economic development, employment 
and job training, housing services, education services and community development. 

52 CHICAGO 2016 EXPLORATORY COMMITTEE Community and Neighborhood 
Development 20                   

Chicago's bid for the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games created a connected community committed 
to a cause that transcends barriers and marks our place in history. Chicago presented the best bid ever put 
forward by a U.S. city, and raised the profile of Chicago around the world and offered a hand of 
friendship from the United States. And, Chicago created a lasting legacy through World Sport Chicago 
that will continue to bring Olympic and Paralympic sport to youth and teach them about the values of the 
Olympic Movement.
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53 CHICAGO AREA PROJECT Community and Neighborhood 
Development 7                     

The Chicago Area Project (CAP) is a not-for-profit organization with a distinguished history and 
demonstrable track record of over 75 years of work in delinquency prevention and service in 
disadvantaged urban neighborhoods. The original mission of CAP has not changed since its inception:To 
work toward the prevention and eradication of juvenile delinquency through the development and 
support of affiliated local community self-help efforts in communities where the need is greatest.

54 CHICAGO COMMUNITY TRUST Community and Neighborhood 
Development 40                   

For 96 years, The Chicago Community Trust, our region’s community foundation, has connected the 
generosity of donors with community needs by making grants to organizations working to improve 
metropolitan Chicago. In 2011, the Trust, together with its donors, granted more than $100 million to 
nonprofit organizations: developing new audiences to sustain Chicago’s vibrant arts organizations, 
protecting the human success safety net for those hardest hit by the recession, stemming the devastating 
effects of foreclosures on our communities, elevating teaching to meet world class standards; and 
improving conditions for healthy and active lifestyles.

55 CHICAGO UNITED, INC. Community and Neighborhood 
Development 25                   

Chicago United is an advocacy organization made up of racially diverse CEOs and executive level 
management who increase economic opportunity for all races by promoting multiracial leadership 
development in corporate governance, the leadership pipeline and business partnerships. Through a 
fierce brand of constructive conversation, Chicago United fosters inclusion and provides an opportunity 
for senior executives from all racial and ethnic groups to learn from one another, confront and break 
down racial barriers and achieve shared objectives.

56 CHICAGO URBAN LEAGUE Community and Neighborhood 
Development 101                 

The Chicago Urban League works for economic, educational and social progress for African Americans 
and promotes strong, sustainable communities through progressive advocacy, effective collaboration and 
innovative programming. The Chicago Urban League is committed to implementing its mission through 
the well-informed pursuit of the following strategies: insuring access to quality education that prepares 
individuals to become lifelong learners and to be competitive and successful in the global economy; 
preparing individuals for work at all levels in an ever-changing economy, developing engaged citizens, 
and building strong families; supporting community based investment and growth through facilitating 
entrepreneurship, business development, and home and real estate ownership; advocating for policies and 
programs that ensure equal participation by African Americans in the economic and social mainstream; 
and enabling individuals to live productive, longer lives by insuring access to health and wellness 
education and services. 

57 CHICAGOLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Community and Neighborhood 
Development 42                   

ComEd supports the Chamber Leadership Academy (CLA) program. The CLA unites and educates 
executive directors of local business organizations to help them to more effectively run their groups. The 
CLA helps start-up and existing chambers, economic and non-profit organizations gain the business 
planning, professional skills and information they need to succeed in their communities.
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58 CHINESE AMERICAN SERVICE LEAGUE Community and Neighborhood 
Development 10                   

Chinese American Service League (CASL) is the largest, most comprehensive social service agency in 
the Midwest dedicated to serving the needs of Chinese Americans. CASL welcomes all who walk 
through their doors, providing child services, elder services, employment training services, family 
counseling, and housing and financial education to over 17,000 clients of all ages and backgrounds each 
year.

59 CITY OF CHICAGO (Martin Luther King Interfaith 
Breakfast)

Community and Neighborhood 
Development 6                     

The Dr. Martin Luther King Breakfast supports the City of Chicago's Department of Cultural Affairs and 
Special Events, which is dedicated fostering the development of Chicago’s nonprofit arts sector, 
independent working artists, and for-profit arts businesses; presenting high-quality, free or low-fee 
cultural programs accessible to residents and visitors; and marketing the City’s cultural assets to local, 
regional, and global audiences. The department produces nearly 2,000 public programs, events and 
support services annually, generating millions in economic benefits for the City of Chicago.

60 CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 
FOUNDATION

Community and Neighborhood 
Development 7                     

The Chicago Black Caucus Foundation mission is to advance the global black community by developing 
leaders, informing policy and educating the public. CBCF will achieve its mission by: facilitating the 
exchange of ideas and information to address critical issues affecting our communities, developing 
strategic research and historical resources for the public and providing leadership development and 
scholarship opportunities.

61 EL VALOR CORPORATION Community and Neighborhood 
Development 26                   

El Valor, which means courage in Spanish, is a nationally recognized non-profit organization that for 40 
years has delivered programs that benefit thousands of individuals in Illinois and around the country. 
Through El Valor’s comprehensive menu of services: 3,000 families throughout the Chicagoland area 
annually receive high-quality early childhood education services; 1,000 people with disabilities learn how
to live more independently; 350 youth receive individualized academic support; and 150 working adults 
from traditionally marginalized communities are receiving masters and doctoral degrees at El Valor 
centers in the community in partnership with area universities.

62 FEDERATION OF WOMEN CONTRACTORS Community and Neighborhood 
Development 6                     

The Federation of Women Contractors (FWC) has been in existence since 1989 and is committed to the 
advancement of entrepreneurial women in the construction industry. The 100-plus members of FWC 
include general contractors, sub-contractors, suppliers and service related firms representing every facet 
and component of construction. 
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63 HACIA Community and Neighborhood 
Development 15                   

The Hispanic American Construction Industry Association (HACIA) works to ensure the equitable 
participation of its constituents in the construction industry, while also promoting the growth, quality of 
work, professionalism and integrity of these individuals and businesses. HACIA  sees the need to equip a 
growing Hispanic community with the tools necessary to seize and succeed at new business 
opportunities. HACIA believes that, like any group, Hispanics must constantly obtain training and 
education to remain at the cutting edge of the construction world. Thus, we have established bilingual 
training programs, professional development activities and a suite of member services that assist 
Hispanics in growing their own construction-related businesses and developing powerful professional 
networks. 

64 ILLINOIS LEGISLATIVE BLACK CAUCUS 
FOUNDATION

Community and Neighborhood 
Development 25                   

The primary mission of the Illinois Legislative Black Caucus is to assure that the interests of African-
American citizens are given equitable representation in the General Assembly and that legislative action 
is directed to address those interests. Through the efforts of the Caucus, tremendous strides have been 
made in the areas of housing, health & welfare, education, employment and minority business enterprise. 
Importantly, the Foundation provides scholarships to several Illinois students for their college education.

65 ITALIAN AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE-
MIDWEST

Community and Neighborhood 
Development 22                   

The Italian American Chamber of Commerce - Midwest (IACC) is a business association founded in 
1907 to provide services to the Italian business community and to American businesses oriented to the 
Italian market or products.The Chamber's primary goals are promoting the member activities as well as 
promoting trade relations between Italy and the United States, with a particular focus on the Midwest 
region of the United States.

66 JACKSON LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE Community and Neighborhood 
Development 5                     

The Jackson Leadership Institute, or JLI, works with the people in the South Shore community and the 
City of Chicago to become strong leaders in business and education. JLI strives to equip them with the 
long-term vision to inspire and motivate positive community behavior through civic programs, life skills 
development and job readiness training. JLI enriches the lives of our adult constituents through 
continuing education classes that will also help eliminate the digital and green divide via technology skill 
enhancement, environmentally conscious programs and healthy food alternatives within the community. 

67 JAPANESE AMERICAN SERVICE COMMITTEE Community and Neighborhood 
Development 5                     

The Japanese American Service Committee of Chicago provides much needed social services to people 
of all ages, ethnicities and economic means.  From helping senior citizens live independently, 
comfortably and safely in their own homes as long as they can, to helping bridge the gaps caused by 
differences in language, custom or age, to helping people maintain optimal health of body, mind and 
spirit, the JASC strengthens the fabric of our community.
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68 JESSE WHITE TUMBLING TEAM Community and Neighborhood 
Development 75                   

Jesse White Tumblers, beginning as young as 6 years old, are residents from throughout the Chicagoland 
area. Jesse White, founder and coach, created the team in 1959 to provide a recreational, athletic, 
educational and cultural enrichment experience for the team members. The members are required to 
abide by Jesse White's strict rules, which include staying in school, maintaining a "C" average in 
academic coursework and staying away from gangs and drugs.  Since the team's inception, over 13,000 
young men and women have benefited from the program. 

69 JEWISH COUNCIL ON URBAN AFFAIRS Community and Neighborhood 
Development 7                     

The mission of the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs is to combat poverty, racism and anti-Semitism in 
partnership with Chicago’s diverse communities. Guided by prophetic Jewish principles, JCUA pursues 
social and economic justice for Chicago’s most vulnerable neighborhoods by promoting a vision of 
empowering communities from within. Since 1964, JCUA has assisted groups in low-income and 
minority communities, built coalitions with diverse groups, advocated on issues of poverty and racism 
and mobilized a Jewish constituency to create a more just city. 

70 JEWISH UNITED FUND Community and Neighborhood 
Development 17                   

The Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago is the largest not-for-profit social 
welfare institution in Illinois, and provides the critical resources that bring state-of-the-art emergency 
assistance, food, refuge, health care and education to 300,000 Chicagoans of all faiths.

71 KOREAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY Community and Neighborhood 
Development 10                   

The mission at KACS is to celebrate our ethnicity and to empower all members of the community by 
providing educational, legal, health and social services.  KACS provides computer classes, ESL 
instruction, crisis intervention services, senior-citizen housing, and an early education center.

72 LA VOZ LATINA Community and Neighborhood 
Development 5                     

Rockford's La Voz Latina’s mission can be summed up in a few words: “Education is the answer.” The 
organization maintains a strong focus on education through English and Citizenship classes, 
programming for youth, health and family education, and community awareness.  Consumer workshops, 
resettlement orientation and personal counseling are part of the winning formula used to ease cultural 
barriers and promote self-sufficiency.  This total, person-centered approach has garnered recognition in 
the form of several awards for excellence in programming and community service.  But most importantly 
it has helped thousands of local Hispanics increase their skills, prepare for a better job, and lead healthier 
lives.

73 LITTLE VILLAGE 26TH ST. AREA CHAMBER 
(2010 Fiestas Patrias)

Community and Neighborhood 
Development 8                     

The mission of the Little Village Chamber of Commerce is to support, promote and enhance the growth 
and success of our local businesses and to leverage the community’s assets, contributions and unique 
Mexican cultural identity to generate new business opportunities
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74 METROPOLITAN PLANNING COUNCIL Community and Neighborhood 
Development 14                   

The Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC) connects the dots — between regional needs, challenges, and 
solutions, and among the individuals and organizations with the power and capacity to guide the growth 
of the ever-changing Chicago metropolitan region. As the region continues to grow and prosper, our 
mission is taking us beyond Illinois to work with partners and communities throughout the tri-state 
region.

75 RAINBOW/PUSH COALITION Community and Neighborhood 
Development 25                   

ComEd supports PUSH for Excellence, which is committed to exposing underserved young people to the 
world and opportunities that exist outside their communities. A college tour is part of a major effort to 
promote increased minority college attendance through early exposure and preparation.  Over the past 
eleven years, the annual tour has provided hundreds of area high school students an opportunity to visit 
and experience over 100 traditionally black colleges and universities throughout the country.   While on 
the tour, students will participate in many workshops focusing on leadership, personal development and 
academics with the emphasis on college preparation.

76 THE BACK OFFICE COOPERATIVE Community and Neighborhood 
Development 7                     

The Back Office Cooperative (BOC) is a Chicago-based, not-for-profit organization that seeks to 
improve the performance of the human services sector by leveraging scale and best practices. The 
savings BOC creates enable its members to have an increased impact in the community.

77 THE CHICAGO COMMUNITY FOUNDATION Community and Neighborhood 
Development 7                     * Please note that Chicago Community Trust and Chicago Communiy Foundation are the same entity.

78 THE HISTORYMAKERS Community and Neighborhood 
Development 10                   

The HistoryMakers is single largest archival collection of its kind in the world.  Its goal is to complete 
5,000 interviews of both well-known and unsung African American HistoryMakers.  In doing so, The 
HistoryMakers wants to include the stories of individual African Americans along with those of African 
American organizations, events, movements and periods of time that are significant to the African 
American community.  The collection presently houses 8,000 hours of African American testimony on 
videotape.  The only prior methodic and wide-scale attempt to capture the testimonies of African 
Americans occurred in the 1930s with the recording of former slaves as a project of the Works Projects 
Administration (WPA).  From 1936-1938, teams of writers/researchers were sent throughout the South 
resulting in approximately 2,300 hand-recorded interviews and some audio taped interviews.  The 
HistoryMakers is the next methodic and wide-scale collection effort since the WPA Slave Narratives 
Project.  Historical research has focused largely on slavery, the Civil Rights Movement, music, sports 
and entertainment.  The HistoryMakers’ focus is to capture the stories of accomplished African 
Americans across all walks of life and to use video and new technologies to create an accessible digital 
collection to serve as a resource for students, teachers, scholars, documentary producers and the media.  
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79 THE POSSE FOUNDATION, INC. Community and Neighborhood 
Development 7                     

The Posse Foundation identifies public high school students with extraordinary academic and leadership 
potential who may be overlooked by traditional college selection processes. Working with its partner 
institutions, the Foundation then extends to these students the opportunity to pursue personal and 
academic excellence by placing them in supportive, multicultural teams--Posses--of 10 to 12 students. 
The Foundation's partner universities award Posse Scholars four-year, full-tuition leadership 
scholarships. 

80 THOMAS ALVA EDISON FOUNDATION Community and Neighborhood 
Development 10                   

The Edison Foundation is a nonprofit organization dedicated to bringing the benefits of electricity to 
families, businesses, and industries worldwide. Furthering Thomas Alva Edison’s spirit of invention, the 
Foundation works to encourage a greater understanding of the production, delivery, and use of electric 
power to foster economic progress; to ensure a safe and clean environment; and to improve the quality of 
life for all people.The Edison Foundation provides knowledge, insight, and leadership to achieve its 
goals through research, conferences, grants, and other outreach activities.

81 UNITED NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION Community and Neighborhood 
Development 10                   

UNO’s mission is to challenge Hispanics to define and attain standards of excellence for themselves 
towards an overall enfranchisement of this community, both in a broad sense of American social growth 
and at the local level in terms of stable neighborhoods and healthy families.

82 UNITED STATES HISPANIC LEADERSHIP 
INSTITUTE

Community and Neighborhood 
Development 17                   

The mission of the United States Hispanic Leadership Institute (USHLI) is to fulfill the promises and 
principles of democracy by empowering minorities and similarly disenfranchised groups and by 
maximizing civic awareness and participation in the electoral process.

83 WOMEN'S BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER Community and Neighborhood 
Development 27                   

The Women’s Business Development Center (WBDC) is the oldest, largest, most comprehensive and 
successful women’s business assistance center in the United States. Since its founding in 1986, WBDC 
offers women business owners the opportunity to increase the profitability of their businesses by building 
relationships with corporate and government buyers, business experts and other women business owners. 
WBDC services are available in Spanish and English and include business assessments, loan packaging, 
public and private sector procurement assistance, classes/workshops, and individualized counseling on 
all aspects of business development, management and strategy.  ComEd supports an annual conference 
that helps women looking to start businesses succeed.

84 LOCAL INITIATIVES SUPPORT CORPORATION Community and Neighborhood 
Development and Improvement 25                   

The Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) is dedicated to helping community residents transform 
distressed neighborhoods into healthy and sustainable communities of choice and opportunity — good 
places to work, do business and raise children. LISC mobilizes corporate, government and philanthropic 
support to provide local community development organizations with loans, grants and equity 
investments; local, statewide and national policy support; and technical and management assistance.
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85 ILLINOIS BLACK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Community and Neighborhood 
Development/Chamber of Commerce 10                   

The Illinois Black Chamber of Commerce (ILBCC) is dedicated to the economic empowerment and 
sustained growth of black enterprise across the State of Illinois. The Chamber achieves its mission and 
ultimate objectives through its 23 local chapter organizations that provide intimate support and assistance 
to local black business owners. The chamber serves as the voice of black business within Illinois and a 
strong advocate for economic policies that strengthen our growth. The ILBCC works in close association 
with the National Black Chamber of Commerce (NBCC) to ensure harmonization of its strategy and 
initiatives throughout the State. The ILBCC is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to promote 
black economic empowerment and business development in Illinois. The local chamber organizations 
provide members with programs to attract the investment of resources for stabilizing and developing 
Black-owned businesses, assistance for access to capital for black enterprises, training and technical 
assistance to entities interested in economic development of the community at the sub-community and 
neighborhood development levels.

86 ILLINOIS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Community and Neighborhood 
Development/Chamber of Commerce 5                     

The Illinois Chamber serves as an advocate for businesses, including small businesses. The Chamber 
holds educational series for Illinois businesses and is a champion of the growth and success of the 
business sector.

87 SAFER FOUNDATION
Community and Neighborhood 
Development/Safety/Crime 
Prevention

14                   

With its focused approach to providing employment assistance to people with criminal records, Safer 
Foundation has a long history of helping reduce recidivism in Illinois. When they achieve gainful 
employment, our clients have a recidivism rate of just 13 percent, a considerable drop from the statewide 
average of 52 percent.

88 N'DIGO FOUNDATION
Community and Neighborhood 
Development/Youth Enrichment and 
Education

25                   
Since 1995, the N’DIGO Foundation presented merit-based college scholarships to students in 
partnership with numerous colleges and universities, corporations, foundations, community organizations 
and generous individuals. The N’Digo Foundation has awarded over 225 scholarships since its inception.

89 TRUIST Community Involvement 229                 
The Matching Gifts for Education program is coordinated through this organization. In 2010, the 
company matched employee contributions to 337 educational institutions and to special funds for two 
disaster relief efforts.

90 COMMERCIAL CLUB FOUNDATION Community Service 29                   
The Commercial Club Foundation is the Civic Committee's 501(c) 3 charitable foundation.  The Civic 
Committee functions as a private, not-for-profit organization whose mission is to stimulate and 
encourage the growth of the area's economy and its ability to provide for its people.
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91 CHICAGO COMMONS ASSOCIATION Community/Health & Human 
Services 5                     

For more than 100 years, Chicago Commons has built and fostered well-being for thousands of children, 
adults, seniors, and families through programs designed to provide the tools necessary to help strengthen 
skills and develop self-sufficiency. We operate in neighborhoods where children and families are most at 
risk for poverty, violence and educational disadvantage.  The goals of Chicago Commons are to promote 
and foster lifelong learning through education and support of families with young children; leadership 
development and healthy life choices among at-risk young people; sustainable economic opportunities 
for under- and unemployed adults; and enhancing the quality of life for older and disabled adults, as well 
as providing support for their primary caretakers. 

92 OPENLANDS PROJECT Conservation 13                   

Founded in 1963, Openlands protects the natural and open spaces of northeastern Illinois and 
surrounding region to ensure cleaner air and water, protect natural habitats and wildlife, and help balance 
and enrich our lives.  One of the nation’s oldest and most successful metropolitan conservation 
organizations, Openlands has helped save, secure, and provide public access to more than 55,000 acres 
of land for prairies, wetlands, and greenway corridors, as well as parks, forest preserves, and urban 
gardens.  In urban areas like Chicago, children need safe and creative places to learn and play. In fact 
research shows that students are happier in classrooms with plants. Openlands' Green School Programs, 
including the Green Teacher Network (GTN) and Building School Gardens, support the creation and use 
of school gardens by teachers and students during and after school hours.

93 CENTER ON HALSTED Diversity 19                   

Center on Halsted is the Midwest's most comprehensive community center dedicated to building and 
strengthening the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) community. More than 1,000 
community members visit the Center every day, located in the heart of Chicago's Lakeview 
Neighborhood. Center on Halsted provides a safe and welcoming environment with programs and 
services for the entire community. Programs range from volleyball, dance performances and cooking 
classes to rapid HIV testing, group therapy and vocational training.

94 ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON DIVERSITY AND 
HUMAN RELATIONS Diversity 6                     ComEd supports an annual dinner to benefit the Commission's mission of raising funds for low-income 

students to attend the University of Illinois.

95 UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN Education/Colleges/Universities 116                 
University of Wisconsin provides education opportunities to students across the midwest, including 
Illinois.  The company provides support for a nuclear engineering program that helps recruit potential 
candidates to work in the Exelon Generation nuclear fleet.

96 CLEAN AIR - COOL PLANET Environment 22                   

To accelerate the transition to sustainable communities through climate mitigation, adaptation planning, 
and effective climate policies. Clean Air-Cool Planet works collaboratively with campuses, communities 
and corporations to pioneer and scale-up innovative solutions aimed at reducing carbon emissions and 
preparing for climate change. We also work to build support for environmentally effective and 
economically efficient national climate policies.
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97 RESOURCES FOR THE FUTURE Environment 87                   

Resources for the Future (RFF) conducts independent research--rooted primarily in economics and other 
social sciences--to strengthen policy decisions regarding energy, the environment, and natural resources. 
RFF is a nonprofit and nonpartisan organization and is headquartered in Washington, D.C., although its 
research scope comprises programs in nations around the world. Founded in 1952 as the first think tank 
devoted exclusively to natural resource and environmental issues, RFF continuously strives to put 
informed scholarship within reach of leaders in the public, private, nonprofit, and philanthropic sectors 
alike. In this regard, RFF's attention to climate issues dates back some 30 years and has focused on cost-
effective strategies to limit greenhouse gas emissions. Throughout this time, RFF has also advanced an 
important body of work related to the electricity sector and developed a detailed market model that 
provides a laboratory to investigate incentives and likely outcomes of environmental and other policies 
affecting the supply of electricity, as well as efforts to improve end-use efficiency. Given the inherent 
interconnections of research on the climate and electricity fronts, in 2009, RFF founded the Center for 
Climate and Electricity Policy through a merger of the institution's Climate Policy Program and 
Electricity and Environment Program. The result of this merger is a unique and integrated team of 
researchers dedicated to advancing policy-relevant research, analyses, and communications to inform 
climate mitigation, adaptation, and electricity policy. Current research priorities include: climate 
regulation under the Clean Air Act; the intersection of water and climate; financing international climate 
commitments to developing countries; and advancing policies to achieve energy efficiency goals, as 
described in this proposal.

98 THE NATURE CONSERVANCY Environment/Preservation and 
Conservation 7                     The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to preserve the plants, animals and natural communities that 

represent the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive.

99 CHICAGO COMMUNITY LOAN FUND Environmental/Preservation & 
Conservation 10                   

Chicago Community Loan Fund (CCLF) is a social investment intermediary providing low-cost, flexible 
financing to community development organizations engaged in affordable housing, social service and 
economic development initiatives that benefit low- and moderate-income families and neighborhoods 
throughout metropolitan Chicago. 

100 ILLINOIS INAUGURAL COMMITTEE 2011
Not for profit organization tasked 
with planning the State of Illinois 
2011 Inaugural events

13                   

The Chicago 2011 Inaugural Committee helf the official events of the inauguration of Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel, Treasurer Stephanie Neely, City Clerk Susana Mendoza and members of the City Council. The 
inauguration events were open and accessible to the public, encouraging Chicagoans to come together 
block by block, ward by ward to celebrate a new chapter in Chicago’s history.
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101 WORLD BUSINESS CHICAGO
Not for Profit to advance the Chicago 
region's global postion as a thriving 
business location

14                   

World Business Chicago (WBC) is a not-for-profit economic development corporation, chaired by Mayor
Richard M. Daley and directed by Paul O'Connor, dedicated to enhancing the Chicago region's global 
position as a business location. WBC's mission is to expand Chicago's economy through the growth of 
the private sector, building the best city in the world in which to live, work and play. WBC leads in 
marketing Chicago's competitive advantages, coordinates business retention and attraction efforts, and 
seeks to enhance Chicago's business climate by being a thought leader in economic development policy. 
The staff provides "point of first contact" assistance for economic and industry data, site location, state 
and local incentives and contacts within the region's private, public, and not-for-profit sectors.

102 CHICAGO COUNCIL ON GLOBAL AFFAIRS Philanthropy Professional 
Association 16                   

The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, founded in 1922 as The Chicago Council on Foreign Relations,  
is a leading independent, nonpartisan organization committed to influencing the discourse on global 
issues through contributions to opinion and policy formation, leadership dialogue, and public learning.  
The Chicago Council brings the world to Chicago by hosting public programs and private events 
featuring world leaders and experts with diverse views on a wide range of global topics. Through task 
forces, conferences, studies, and leadership dialogue, the Council brings Chicago's ideas and opinions to 
the world. 

103 COMMERCIAL CLUB OF CHICAGO Philanthropy Professional 
Organization 8                     The Commercial Club mission is to stimulate and encourage the growth of the area's economy and its 

ability to provide for its people.

104 EXECUTIVES CLUB OF CHICAGO Philanthropy Professional 
Organization 10                   

The Executives’ Club of Chicago supports the Midwestern economy by bringing Chicago’s business 
community together with global leaders and practices at work in companies around the world; by helping 
organizations establish productive new business relationships in global markets; and by exploring issues 
that will shape the dynamic 21st century business environment.

105 CHICAGO METROPOLIS 2020
Professional Association supporting 
the social and economic development 
of the metropolitan Chicago area

13                   

Chicago Metropolis 2020 was created to advance an economically vital, sustainable and just region. 
Metropolis builds on the track record of its senior executives and program staff, and will focus on policy 
work in the areas of regional economic growth, sustainability -- including transportation - and justice and 
violence.

106 ILLINOIS CPA SOCIETY (Mary T Washington Wylie 
Fellows Program)

Professional Organization/program 
grant for diversity 10                   

The Illinois CPA Society (ICPAS), CPA Endowment Fund of Illinois and its Mary T. Washington Wylie 
Opportunity Fund have developed a program that seeks to increase the number of African Americans and 
other underrepresented minorities in the accounting profession by providing educational, professional 
and leadership opportunities for new and future CPAs.  The Mary T. Washington Wylie (MTWW) 
Fellows program is a prestigious one-year renewable appointment for a select group of young 
professionals who have an active interest in diversity and mentoring. Fellows are an integral part of the 
Illinois CPA Society’s volunteer leadership and will be connected with senior volunteer leaders to foster 
lasting professional relationships. 

107 Total Charitable Contributions 3,079$           


