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WITNESS IDENTIFICATION 1 

Q. What is your name and business address? 2 

A. My name is Darin Burk. My business address is 527 E. Capitol Avenue, 3 

Springfield, IL. 4 

Q.  Are you the same Darin Burk that previously provided testimony regarding this 5 

reorganization? 6 

A. Yes.  7 

PURPOSE OF TESTIMONY 8 

Q.  What is the purpose of your testimony? 9 

A. My testimony presents Staff’s position regarding Atmos Energy Corporation's 10 

(“Atmos”) and Liberty Energy Midstates Corporation’s (“Midstates”) (collectively, “ 11 

Joint Applicants” of “JAs”) ability to meet the requirements of Section 7-204(b)(5) 12 

of the Public Utilities Act (“PUA”).  Section 7-204(b)(5) requires that the utility 13 

remain subject to all applicable laws, regulations, rules, decisions and policies 14 

governing the regulation of Illinois public utilities.  I am specifically reviewing how 15 

Liberty Energy (Midstates) Corp. (“Liberty”) and Atmos Energy Corporation 16 

(“Atmos”) plan to ensure long-term compliance with the federal standards 17 

codified under 49 CFR Sections 191, 192, 193, and 199 and adopted by the 18 

Commission in 83 Ill. Adm. Code 590, regarding pipeline safety.   19 

Q. Have you requested information from Liberty to gauge awareness of and 20 

ability to comply with the regulatory requirements? 21 
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A. Yes, I submitted Data Requests (PS – 1.01-1.08 and PS – 2.01-2.09) to Liberty 22 

requesting a detailed list of documents pertaining to and used to demonstrate 23 

compliance with 83 Ill. Adm. Code265, 520, 590.10, and 595; the Illinois Act, and 24 

the PUA that will be maintained both outside and inside Illinois.  Liberty 25 

responded by providing a limited list of documents to be maintained regarding 26 

compliance with the Code Parts identified above.   Liberty’s response does state 27 

that, regardless of the physical location of the records, Liberty will maintain digital 28 

copies that will be available in Illinois and that hard copies of documents can be 29 

made available in Illinois upon request. 30 

 The request also instructed Liberty to supply specific plans and procedures that 31 

are required by 83 Ill. Adm. Code 590.  Liberty has provided drafts of the plans 32 

and procedures.  33 

Q. Have you reviewed the documents provided? 34 

A. I have not personally reviewed the documents.  The Pipeline Safety Program 35 

(“PSP”) has an extensive review process that includes several inspection forms 36 

utilized to conduct comprehensive reviews of various plans and procedures the 37 

natural gas pipeline operators are required develop and maintain.  I have 38 

assigned a senior Pipeline Safety Analyst (“PSA”) to conduct the review of the 39 

documents provided.  He has been engaged in the review for several days, but 40 

has not completed the review.  He has informed me that the plans and 41 

procedures demonstrate a good faith effort to achieve compliance with the 42 

requirements, but the plans lack detailed procedures that operator personnel will 43 

be required to follow to achieve compliance. 44 
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Q. Have you or the PSA requested the detailed procedures for the JA’s? 45 

A. No.  The PSP has a formal process used to request plan revisions determined 46 

necessary during the plan review process.  Once the PSA has completed the 47 

comprehensive review, the PSP will send to the operator a Notice of Amendment 48 

(“NOA”) letter if the reorganization is allowed by the Commission.  The NOA 49 

letter will list each item to be addressed with a brief explanation of expectation. 50 

The NOA letter will also require a response by the operator outlining the steps 51 

the operator will take to address the issues and will provide a deadline for 52 

submittal of those revisions.   53 

Q. Do you have recommendations to offer the Commission relating to code 54 

compliance if the Commission approves the reorganization? 55 

A. Yes.  It appears that Liberty has made a good faith effort to develop the plans 56 

and procedures necessary to maintain compliance with the applicable statues. 57 

To assure that, subsequent to the reorganization, Liberty remains compliant with 58 

the Minimum Federal Safety Standards and the Illinois Act, I recommend that the 59 

Commission order Liberty, upon approval of the reorganization, to address all 60 

issues identified during the plan and procedure review and subsequently 61 

conveyed via the NOA letter.  The order should require that revised plans and 62 

procedures be provided to the PSP by the response date identified in the NOA 63 

letter and address all issues identified by that letter.  64 

Q. Does this conclude your testimony? 65 

A.  Yes, it does. 66 


