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facilities would be safer and less confusing for customers.  Staff states that its 
recommendation affects only the relatively few residential customers in ComEd’s 
service territory with primary voltage facilities located on their private property.  (Staff 
Exs. 6.0 at 15-20; 21.0, at 12-18; Staff Initial Brief at 145-46). 

In response to ComEd’s assertion that for existing facilities, there is no way that 
ComEd can simply assume ownership of customer-owned property, Staff pointed out 
that, if a customer were to prevent ComEd from maintaining the poles and service 
conductors on private property, the result would be less reliable service to that 
customer, and/or disconnection of service, if ComEd discovered an unsafe condition.  
Staff opines that residential customers would probably not object to ComEd owning and 
maintaining primary voltage facilities on private property, but if they were to do so, other 
ComEd customers would not be affected.  (Staff Ex. 21.0 at 15)   

 Staff further states that in surrebuttal, ComEd proposed to conduct a study to 
compare the safety and performance of customer-owned primary service connection 
facilities on residential private property with similar ComEd-owned facilities, citing 
ComEd Ex. 60.0, at 18-19.   Staff states that such a study is not necessary because it is 
apparent to Staff that it is not reasonable to expect residential customers to own, 
operate, and maintain what is in essence an extension of ComEd’s 12,000 volt electric 
distribution system.  (Staff Ex. 6.0 at 17; Tr. at 847; Staff Initial Brief at 146-47).   Staff 
also agues that ComEd has not explained why it will not simply agree to modify its tariff 
in a manner that provides overhead primary service connections to residential 
customers in the same manner as it provides them to non-residential customers, as 
Staff continues to recommend.  (Staff Ex. 21.0 at 17-18; Staff Reply Brief at 82).  

 
Commission Analysis and Conclusions 

What Staff recommends entails complicated legal issues, such as, ensuring that 
ComEd personnel have access to the facilities (easements) for maintenance and repair, 
and what party would be responsible for vegetation clearance.  Such matters must be 
carefully thought out.  They also are beyond the scope of the evidence presented in this 
docket.  The Commission, therefore, declines to adopt Staff’s recommendations 
regarding this issue.   

However, Staff has identified potential safety concerns with ComEd’s present 
system.  At this time, the Commission adopts ComEd’s proposal to work jointly with 
Staff to study the issues that Mr. Rockrohr has raised, to encompass both the safety 
and performance of these facilities, as compared to similar ComEd-owned facilities and 
examine the costs, benefits, and potential legal and practical obstacles to ComEd 
attempting to acquire ownership of these facilities, with a report to this Commission, 
prepared by ComEd, that shall issue by the end of 2011. 

b. Limitation of Liability Language 

ComEd’s Position 

ComEd proposes to modify its General Terms and Conditions in a manner that 
would add specific Limitation of Liability language to the Nature of Service portion of its 
General Terms and Conditions.  According to ComEd, the reason for this modification is 
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(12), and (13) of this Order, applicable to service furnished on and after the effective 
date of said tariff sheets. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Commonwealth Edison Company‘s embedded 
cost of service study is accepted as a basis for setting rates in this proceeding.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any motions, petitions, objections, and other 
matters in this proceeding which remain outstanding are hereby denied.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, subject to the provisions of Section 10-113 of 
the Public Utilities Act and 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.880, this Order is final; it is not subject 
to the Administrative Review Law. 

 By Order of the Commission this 24th day of May, 2011. 
 
 
 
 
       (SIGNED) DOUGLAS P. SCOTT 
 
        Chairman 
 


