
Village of Mt. Morris 

105 West Lincoln Street 

Mt. Morris, IL 61054  
 Phone: 815-734-6425 

Fax: 815-734-4133 

                           

Mr. Doug Scott  
Chairman 
Bureau of Public Utilities  
Illinois Commerce Commission  
527 East Capitol Avenue  
Springfield, IL 62701  
 
RE: Commonwealth Edison Small Commercial Definition  
 

Dear Mr. Scott:   

Please accept this letter as a request to maintain the definition of “small commercial retail” as it 

is defined in the ComEd utility’s load data reports that municipalities receive for aggregation 

planning and bidding processes.  This class of customers is commonly known at ComEd as 0-

100KW.   

As one of the 19 communities that passed the referenda and contracted with a third party 

supplier, we saw very good participations of our commercial accounts in the 0 to 100 KW 

classification range that did not opt out of the program.  Before the program, very few customers 

in this rate classification participated in the open market.  We feel this market segment has been 

underserved by the suppliers.   

The public policy behind the original legislation acknowledges that residents and small 

businesses typically do not have the time or expertise to conduct the due diligence required 

before deciding to switch electrical suppliers.  However, municipalities can conduct this service 

on their behalf, and go through a bidding process to determine which supplier best suits the 

aggregation plan.  In addition, by bundling the accounts, the municipality can attract a better rate 

than individual accounts can.  In other words, for the first time, residents and small commercial 

retail electric accounts can easily access the cost savings that large industrial and commercial 

accounts have enjoyed for years. 
 

As you know, the Illinois legislature passed Community Choice Aggregation legislation which 

allows municipalities to bundle, of aggregate, residential and small commercial retail electric 

accounts and seek bids for a cheaper energy rate from third party suppliers.  As one of 19 

communities that passed referenda on April 5, 2011, (including our municipality) and the City of 

Fulton which passed their referenda in the Fall election, we have or are close to concluding the 

aggregation process on behalf of our residents and small businesses.  We have been including 

small commercial and industrial accounts up to 100KW, and we have seen very good results on 

pricing and participation of these businesses in the program.   

 

 

 

 



 

3Changes to the definition will result in higher consumer costs for managing the aggregation, 

and is counter intuitive to the legislation’s original policy of providing cost savings to the very 

consumers who have not taken advantage of Illinois’ unregulated energy market.  We believe 

this market is still underserved (note the latest ICC statistics for this class of customers).   

This also places an unnecessary burden on the utility to manipulate its load data reports.  The 

cost of the needed changes in reports will be passed along to the aggregation, which will now be 

much smaller, and attract far fewer bids.  Essentially, this proposed change would affect future 

municipal aggregation programs and inhibit efforts to provide our “Main Street” businesses with 

the best electrical supply rate possible. 

Our Municipality supports the classification of small commercial account as 0-100 KW 

(including the Watt-hour class). 

 
 

On behalf of the small businesses in our aggregation program as well as our sister communities 

that will be passing their referenda in upcoming elections,  we ask that you work to maintain the 

ComEd standard definition for “small commercial retail” electric accounts as stated above. 

 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

Gregory M. Unger – Village President  

Village of Mt. Morris 

105 W. Lincoln Street 

Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

 


