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REPLY BRIEF ON EXCEPTIONS OF 
THE CITIZENS UTILITY BOARD  

	
 The Citizens Utility Board (“CUB”), pursuant to Section 200.830 of the Rules of Practice 

of the Illinois Commerce Commission (“ICC” or “Commission”), 83 Ill. Admin. Code Section 

200.830, and pursuant to the briefing schedule established by the Administrative Law Judges in 

their November 15, 2011 Proposed Order, (“PO”), files its Reply Brief on Exceptions on the 

issue of Implementation of a Gas Retail Choice Program.  CUB’s position on all other issues 

appears in the joint Brief on Exceptions of the People of the State of Illinois (“AG”) and CUB. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF GAS RETAIL CHOICE PROGRAM 
 

CUB strongly agrees with both Commission Staff and Ameren Illinois Company 

(“Ameren”) that the Proposed Order should be modified to eliminate the automatic filing of 

tariffs at the end of the workshop process.  Staff Init. Br. at 35, Ameren Init. Br. at 60.  As 

Ameren points out, it would not be reasonable or prudent for the Commission to require a choice 

program to be initiated in Ameren’s territory “where there is no customer interest or have in 

place a program that is materially altered or even terminated…in light of the Commission’s 

conclusions provided for in the ORMD report.”  Ameren Init. Br. at 60.  Further, CUB 
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appreciates and agrees with Staff’s concerns regarding the workshop not itself driving the 

process of implementing a gas choice program in Ameren’s service territory.  Staff Init. Br. at 

36.  CUB takes no position on whether a workshop process or the ORMD process would be 

superior in effect, but is very concerned that the parties and the Commission have sufficient time, 

resources and opportunity devoted to getting it right this time around.  Thus, if the Commission 

does, in fact, determine that a workshop process should be initiated, CUB requests that the 

process begin no more than 120 days, and preferably 180 days from the Commission’s final 

order in this proceeding.   

CUB continues to strenuously object to the automatic filing of tariffs at the termination of 

workshops.  CUB agrees with Ameren that Staff should issue a report to the Commission after 

the workshop process, if one is ordered, has completed.  Ameren Init. Br. at 61.  The 

Commission could determine at that time whether to proceed with opening up the retail gas 

market in Ameren’s territory. 

 
WHEREFORE, CUB respectfully requests the Commission adopt the exceptions set forth 

in its Brief on Exception, as modified herein. 
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