
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

 
 

Geneseo Telephone Company,   )   
Cambridge Telephone Company and  ) 
Henry County Telephone Company  ) 
       ) Docket No. 11-0210 
Petition for Universal Service Support  )   
_____________________________________ 
Illinois Independent Telephone Association )   
       ) 
Petition to update the Section 13-301(d)  )  Docket No. 11-0211 
Illinois Universal Service Fund and   ) (consol.) 
to Implement Intrastate Switched Access  )  
Charge reform as described herein and for )    
other relief      )  
 

STAFF OF THE ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION’S MOTION  
TO SET A NEW DATE FOR A STATUS CONFERENCE  

AND FOR AN EXPEDITED RULING 

NOW COMES the Staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission, by and through its 

undersigned attorneys, and moves this Administrative Law Judge to set a new date for 

a status conference and to rule on this matter in an expedited manner.  In support of its 

Motion, Staff states as follows: 

1. The Geneseo Companies filed its initial Petition in Docket No. 11-0210 on March 

4, 2011.  IITA filed its initial Petition in Docket No. 11-0211 on March 4, 2011 (now 

consolidated with Docket No. 11-0210).  Both Petitions seek an update of the Illinois 

universal service fund (the “IUSF”). The other captioned Petition with which it was 

consolidated seeks the addition of broad band to the list of IUSF supported services and 

a change in the funding mechanism of the IUSF. 
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2. On April 25, 2011, the Administrative Law Judge adopted a schedule proposed 

by the parties in the docket at that time.1

4. The FCC voted unanimously to comprehensively reform its Universal Service 

Fund and intercarrier compensation system.”  According to the Executive Summary, the 

FCC will be “. . . adopting support for broadband-capable networks as an express 

universal service principle under section 254(b) of the Communications Act. . . .”  The 

Order is over 750 pages in length. 

  At the request of the IITA and other parties, 

the Administrative Law Judge entered an amended schedule on September 23, 2011.  

3. Following the entry of the amended schedule, the Federal Communications 

Commission (“FCC”) released an Order on November 18, 2011, affecting the federal 

universal service fund and intercarrier compensation beginning December 29, 2011.   

5. On November 3, 2011, IITA filed an Unopposed Motion to Vacate Procedural 

Schedule, to Set a Status Conference and for an Expedited Ruling.  On November 7, 

2011, the ALJ vacated the procedural schedule that was in place, including a testimony 

filing date of November 14, 2011 and on November 10, 2011, the ALJ rescheduled a 

status hearing for December 13, 2011 at 9:30 a.m.   

6. Given the length and complexity of the FCC’s USF and Inter-carrier 

Compensation Reform Order, Staff believes that the parties to Docket No. 11-0210/11-

0211 should convene a conference to discuss the impacts of these FCC reforms on the 

current consolidated dockets and the affected carriers to these dockets in order to come 

to common understanding about the impact of the FCC Order.   

                                            
1 Frontier North Inc., Frontier Communications of the Carolina Inc., Citizens Telecommunications 
Company of Illinois, Frontier Communications - Midland, Inc., Frontier Communications - Prairie, Inc., 
Frontier Communications - Schuyler, Inc., Frontier Communications of Depue, Inc., Frontier 
Communications of Illinois, Inc., Frontier Communications of Lakeside, Inc., Frontier Communications of 
Mt. Pulaski, Inc. and Frontier Communications of Orion, Inc. (“Frontier”) did not become parties until June 
23, 2011. 



 3 

7.  Staff has scheduled a conference of all parties to this proceeding on December 

13, 2011 to discuss the FCC Order, and expects it will be necessary to convene a 

second industry-wide workshop on January 10, 2012 to further discuss the FCC Order.  

Therefore, there is a need to reschedule the status hearing scheduled for December 13, 

2011 at 9:30 a.m.  

8. Staff has contacted the other parties that have filed testimony in this docket.  

Among them, IITA have represented that they do not oppose the rescheduling of the 

upcoming status hearing.  ILEC’s have also represented that they do not oppose the 

rescheduling of the upcoming status hearing.  The Geneseo Companies have 

represented that they do not per se oppose the rescheduling of the upcoming status 

hearing.   Frontier and AT&T Illinois also support this Motion.  

9. Staff requests that the ALJ set a status hearing for the 3rd or 4th week in January 

of 2012 in order to allow both meetings of the parties and discuss impacts upon rate of 

return carriers.  Staff represents that IITA, ILEC, Frontier, and AT&T do not object to the 

time frame suggested by Staff for the status hearing.  However, as indicated, while the 

Geneseo Companies have indicated they do not per se oppose the rescheduling of the 

upcoming status hearing, they prefer the status hearing be set as soon as practically 

possible after December 13, 2011.   

Request For Expedited Treatment 

10. Under the current schedule, a status hearing is scheduled for December 13, 

2011 at 9:30 a.m.  In order to avoid the unnecessary expenditure of resources and 

given the absence of opposition to this motion this motion, Staff would request an 

expedited ruling on its request to set a new date for the status hearing during the 3rd or 

4th week in January of 2012.   
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WHEREFORE, the Staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission respectfully 

requests that its recommendations be adopted in their entirety consistent with the 

arguments set forth herein.   

 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
        
       /s/________________________ 
       Matthew L. Harvey 
       James V. Olivero 
       Counsel for the Staff of the 
       Illinois Commerce Commission 
December 7, 2011 
 
 
MATTHEW L. HARVEY 
JAMES V. OLIVERO 
Office of General Counsel 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
160 N. LaSalle, Ste. C-800 
Chicago, IL  60601 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




