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 COMES NOW, Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a Ameren Illinois (“Ameren Illinois” or 

"AIC"), by its attorneys, and for its Reply to Brief on Exceptions (“Reply”) pursuant to 83 ILAC 

200.830, states as follows: 

Reply to Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”): 

Portfolio Rebalancing: 

In regards to the utilities updated forecast in March 2012, ComEd states the Proposed Order 

is unlawful when it recommends that the IPA, Illinois Commerce Commission Staff (“Staff”), 

utilities, Procurement Administrator and Procurement Monitor make a decision, based on 

consensus, as to whether the quantities of supply to be procured by the IPA should be modified.  

ComEd BOE at 5-7.   

AIC is of the opinion the Final Order should include the quantities of supply to be procured 

by the IPA based on the November 2011 forecast.  The Final Order should also generally describe 

the methodology used by the utilities for the March 2012 forecast update and how the quantities of 

supply can be changed if consensus is reached among the aforementioned parties.  If these criteria 

are met, AIC is of the opinion the recommendation made in the Proposed Order meets the statutory 

requirement.   

Regarding the methodology, AIC continues to recommend that it utilize a combination of 

municipal aggregation surveys and switching statistics so as to complete its forecast update in 



March 2012.   This position is also endorsed by the IPA, Staff and in the Proposed Order.  Once this 

forecast is complete, IPA would work with AIC, Staff, Procurement Administrator and Procurement 

Monitor to reach consensus as to whether the quantities associated with the approved plan should be 

changed.  If consensus is reached and the quantities are changed, such quantities would be deemed 

pre-approved by the Commission so long as the Commission provides approval of this methodology 

in its Final Order. 

It may be the Commission need not have to address the well-intended position of ComEd.  

Even so, the statutory language ComEd cites at page 3 of its brief supports the view that the re-

balanced load forecast should be taken into account by the Commission.  ComEd only focuses on 

the word "criteria" in its reference to Section 16-111.5(b)(4). Indeed, the operative word is "re-

balancing". The legislature would not have suggested that revised or updated load forecasts could 

be considered unless it was or could have some bearing on the Plan outcome.   

Reply to Illinois Commerce Commission Staff (“Staff”)  

ACP Rate: 

 Staff recommends the Plan include a methodology by which the ACP rate is calculated for 

the 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 Plan years.  Staff BOE at 2.  The IPA objected to this Staff 

recommendation arguing the statute contains no requirement to include such a methodology.  IPA 

Response to Objections at 21.  While AIC agrees with the IPA that the statute contains no 

requirement to include such a methodology, including the methodology removes any doubt 

regarding the appropriate rate calculation.  Ameren Illinois endorses the certainty and clarity the 

Commission's Final Order brings by including the methodology.  AIC, therefore, continues to 

support the position of Staff. 

  



Reply to Wind on Wires (“WOW”)   

Intermediate and Long Term RECs: 

 WOW continues to recommend a mix of short term, intermediate term and long term RECs 

be pursued and further notes that the switching forecast for AIC lags that of ComEd.   WOW also 

indicates the IPA has not filed a revised Plan which withdraws the proposal to procure multi-year 

RECs.   WOW BOE at 3 through 6.  AIC continues to disagree with WOW’s recommendation to 

pursue RECs longer than one year in duration.  AIC notes that its revised forecast provided in 

November shows a faster rate of customer switching relative to the July forecast.  And while it is 

true switching in AICs service territory is lagging that seen in ComEd, this does not change the fact 

switching forecasts can be uncertain and will likely contain more inaccuracy relative to previous 

years.   

Several municipalities within AIC's service territory have recently been successful in placing 

referendums on the spring 2012 ballot related to municipal aggregation, while numerous other 

municipalities are considering such referendums.  But AIC—nor anyone else-- knows the outcome 

of such events.  In addition, the most recently received switching statistics suggest residential 

switching could escalate faster than that provided in the November forecast update.  Again, AIC 

does not yet know the outcome.  Further, the amount of customer switching in the ComEd service 

territory as compared to AIC's service area is relative.  Ameren Illinois' service area contains few 

considered large cities but a great deal of rural areas. The point being, it is not always appropriate to 

compare ComEd with AIC in making certain determinations.  

More importantly, the points made by AIC throughout the docket objecting to the WOW 

proposal remain unchanged.  AIC will not get into a lengthy summary here, but a quick synopsis 

can be provided in a few points.  First, AIC has a considerable quantity of RECs already purchased 

through existing 20 year contracts.  Second, as mentioned previously, residential switching is 



uncertain and could grow at a rate higher than our forecast, thus creating an environment of 

unnecessary risk to customers should an aggressive and long term REC procurement strategy be 

pursued.  Third, the Plan contains no long term forecast so as to establish yearly REC targets and 

budgets as required by the statute.   

For the above reasons, AIC recommends the Commission approve the Proposed Order 

which advocates the IPA pursuing one year RECs.  This position is endorsed by the IPA, ComEd, 

AIC, Staff and other parties to the docket as well.  Once the Final Order is complete, AIC continues 

to recommend that the IPA complete a Final Plan which would be submitted as a compliance filing.  

This Final Plan would address modifications relative to the Original Plan and would therefore 

alleviate concerns raised by WOW and other parties throughout the docket.       

Wherefore, Ameren Illinois Company respectfully request the above responses  be taken 

into account in the Commission’s Final Order, and for such other and further relief as deemed 

equitable and just. 
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