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M E M O R A N D U M___________________________________________________ 
 
TO: The Commission 
 
FROM: John T. Riley, Administrative Law Judge 
  
DATE: October 27, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: Liberty Bell Telecom, LLC d/b/a DISH Network Phone & 

Internet   
 
 Application for Certificates of Local and Interexchange 

Authority to Operate as a Resold and Facilities-Based 
Carrier of Telecommunications Services throughout the 
State of Illinois. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Enter an Order granting the Certificates pursuant to Sections 

13-404 and 13-405. 
 
 
 Liberty Bell Telecom, LLC d/b/a DISH Network Phone & Internet  (“Applicant”), a 
Colorado limited liability company authorized to transact business in Illinois, seeks 
authority pursuant to Section 13-404 to provide resold local and interexchange 
telecommunications services in Illinois; and pursuant to Section 13-405 of the Act to 
provide facilities-based local exchange telecommunications services in Illinois.  
Applicant demonstrated that it has the necessary technical, financial, and managerial 
resources and abilities to provide the requested telecommunications services in Illinois.  
Staff recommended that applicant be granted the requested certificates.   
 

Applicant disclosed in its application that its parent company, Dish Network 
(“Dish”) on March 29, 2009 (prior to its acquisition of Applicant), was sued in both 
federal and state court in Illinois and elsewhere for allegedly violating the FCC’s 
Telemarketing Sales Rules and the Telephone Consumer Protection Act of 1991 
(“TCPA”), by making telemarketing calls to numbers on the Do Not Call Registry 
(“DNCR”) and/or making such calls using artificial or prerecorded voices.  In February 
2011, the U.S. District Court for the Central District of Illinois granted Dish’s request to 
petition the FCC to obtain its interpretation of the do-not-call and prerecorded voice call 
provisions of the TCPA and the FCC’s implementing regulations to determine whether 
they create liability by virtue of calls made by an independent third-party retailer.  A 
response from the FCC is pending.   
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Applicant’s witness testified that his office was not involved in litigation involving 
the parent company.  He also stated that Applicant will comply with all applicable 
provisions of the Automatic Telephone Dialers Act and all federal laws addressing 
telemarketing.   

 
Applicant further disclosed in its application that, while there have been no 

complaints or judgments against it in Illinois, it is presently defending a complaint 
brought by Qwest Communications (now CenturyLink) before the Colorado Public 
Utilities Commission.  Qwest alleges that negotiated “off-tariff” switched access 
agreements negotiated by AT&T with a variety of CLECs, including Applicant, should 
have been made available to Qwest for adoption.  Applicant’s witness testified that the 
hearing process had been completed, but a final ruling is pending. 

 
Staff stated that, based upon its review of the application and supporting 

documentation, it recommended that the application be approved.  Accordingly, I 
recommend that the Commission enter the attached Order granting Applicant the 
requested authority. 
 
 
JTR:jt 
 


