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Notice of Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling 
 
 Notice is hereby given that the Administrative Law Judge has completed a 
preliminary review of the application for an alternative gas supplier ("AGS") certificate 
filed by Vista Energy Marketing, LP (“Applicant”) in Docket No. 11-0734, and hereby 
rules that the following information described below, shall be filed with the Illinois 
Commerce Commission ("Commission"). 
 
 If filed electronically via the Commission's e-docket system, this verified response 
shall be filed with the Chief Clerk of the Commission on or before November 30, 2011. If 
the filing is made by non-electronic means, then November 30, 2011 is a mailing date.  
Applicant shall also serve a copy of its response on the Administrative Law Judge 
(mwallace@icc.illinois.gov).  For purposes of doing so, November 30, 2011 is a receipt 
or “in hand” date, not later than 5:00 P.M., by electronic mail, Fax (217-524-8928) or 
otherwise. 
 

1. Section 551.50(a) requires the applicant provide the original bond as part of the 
application.  The applicant submitted a copy of its license or permit bond 
electronically.   
 
The applicant must submit an original license or permit bond in Docket No. 11-0734. 
 
2. The Applicant provided only financial statements intended to meet the 
requirements in Section 551.80 in Attachment E.  The mere submission of only 
financial Statements does not meet any requirement in Section 551.80. 

 
The applicant must submit information to meet one of the financial criteria pursuant 
to Section 551.80.  If the applicant requires assistance in determining the proper way 
to meet Section 551.80, the applicant is encouraged to contact Phil Hardas at 
phardas@icc.illinois.gov 
 
The Applicant also marked these financial statements confidential but did not 
request confidential treatment of Attachment E or provide a redacted and 
unredacted version.  For confidential treatment of Attachment E, the applicant must 
file a motion for confidential treatment pursuant to Section 200.430 Protective 
Orders of the Commission’s Rules of Practice.  The applicant must explain rationale 
for confidential treatment and properly mark the documents that the applicant is 
seeking to have treated as confidential.  A public redacted version (with shaded 
areas showing the space that held removed information) of each document 
submitted pursuant to Section 200.430 must also be submitted with the proprietary 
version.  For example, if the confidential information is in the application submit a 



public and confidential version of the application; if the confidential information is in 
an exhibit, submit a public and confidential version of that exhibit.  
 
3. In response to Part 551.30(c), the Applicant stated the geographic areas in which 
it seeks to be certified (Application, item #9).  Among the areas requested was 
Ameren Illinois’ service territory.  Ameren’s territory is currently not open for AGS 
certification.  The Applicant should amend its request to ask for only the territories of 
North Shore Gas, Peoples Gas, and Nicor Gas. 
 
4. Part 551.30(c)(2) requires the Applicant to provide a description of the 
characteristics of customer groups that the applicant proposes to serve.  The 
Applicant stated in item #10 of the application that it intended to serve Ameren 
Illinois customers.   Ameren’s territory is currently not open for AGS certification.  
The Applicant should amend its application to mention only the customers of North 
Shore Gas, Peoples Gas, and Nicor Gas. 
 
5. Part 551.90(b) requires the applicant to show that its employees meet certain 
technical requirements.  The Applicant provided Attachment F, which contains 
biographies of several employees that it purports to meet the technical requirements.  
However, it is not clear from the biographies who, if anyone, has the required four 
years of natural gas sales experience and two years experience working with 
NAESB rules.  The Applicant must clearly note which employees meet the criteria 
and how many years of experience they have. 
 
6. Part 551.100(b) requires the applicant to provide a corporate organizational chart 
that indicates the position of the employees identified as meeting the managerial 
requirements in subsection (a).  The Applicant did not provide any such 
organizational chart.  The Applicant must provide the organizational chart, which at a 
minimum should display the positions of each of the subsection (a) employees. 
 
7. 19-110 (d)  

(1) Whether the applicant has been denied a natural gas supplier license in any 
state in the United States. 

 
(2) Whether the applicant has had a natural gas supplier license suspended or 

revoked by any state in the United States. 
 
(3) Where, if any, other natural gas supplier license applications are pending in 

the United States. 
 
 (4) Whether the applicant is the subject of any lawsuits filed in a court of law or 

formal complaints filed with a regulatory agency alleging fraud, deception or unfair 
marketing practices, or other similar allegations, identifying the name, case number, 
and jurisdiction of each such lawsuit or complaint. 
 



For the purposes of this subsection (d), formal complaints include only those 
complaints that seek a binding determination from a state or federal regulatory body.  
 
 
8. Paragraphs 5, 12, 13, 16 of the Application require the Applicant to make an 
unqualified statement of compliance, not to the “best of its abilities” or to the “best of 
its knowledge.”  Applicant will need to amend its application to demonstrate its 
acceptance of statutory and regulatory requirements. 
 


