
Rolando, Elizabeth 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Teague,Sonya 
Thursday, October 20, 2011 4:27 PM 
Chief Clerks 
Murillo, Vickie 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Memorialization of Ex Parte Communications - Camelot Utilities, Inc. (11-0141) 
Ex Parte - Non-interested 11-0141[6].pdf 

Please see attached. 

From: Ryan Aim [mailto:electrvanalm@gmail.coml 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2011 4:28 PM 
To: Teague,Sonya 
Subject: Re: 11-0141 Camelot Homes v. Utilities Inc. 

Dear Honorable Judge Teague: 

. .. _.-...... _--

My name is Ryan M. Aim, 2012 Candidate for Illinois House of Representatives, District 86 (encompassing the 
cities of Joliet, Crest Hill, Elwood, Rockdale, Channahon and a small portion of Shorewood). The District runs 
right-up against the Camelot Homeowners Association subdivision. Not only am I a Candidate, but I'm also 
Joliet's Precinct 3 Committeeman, a Certified Paralegal Professional with an additional 3-years of juris
doctorate law school education and close to 10-years of legal experience (both in criminal and civil law). 

I was contacted by the homeowners in this subdivision and would like to comment on this approximate 200-
300% water-rate increase. I know currently as it stands there is a "proposed order" that knocks the rate increase 
(approximately) from 254%-Water/102%-Sewer, down to 213%-Water/89%-Sewer. This is still unacceptable. 
These people will suffer an extreme "rate shock." 

I personally find this situation deplorable in today's society and economy. The Camelot Homeowners 
Association is situated in Will County, and as such this County currently has around 10-13% unemployment. 
Further, the County has seen the highest foreclosures - higher than adjacent counties - for the past 5-years. In 
addition, the County, as well as the rest of the State of Illinois, has seen a 67% personal income tax increase and 
a recent City of Joliet sales tax increase which directly affects the citizen's pocketbooks. A water/sewer rate 
increase of 300% would be devastating on the residents of Camelot Homes. They simply can't afford this much 
"shock" to their pocket books. Justice is needed where inequality exists. 

According to the Illinois State Water Survey conducted by the Prairie Research Institute: "Water rates in most 
Illinois communities have grown overtime, generally keeping up with the rate of inflation." 

A 200-300% increase does not keep with the rate of inflation. It shows corporate greed run amuck and a gross 
miss-management for failure to raise rates in an incremental fashion for over the past 20 years, all without 
testing and maintaining the quality of water for its customers! 
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According to the June 2011 Food and Water Watch Report entitled "Selling Out Consumers" ... It states that 
"For-profit water companies usually hike household water prices after buying municipal water and sewer 
systems. Many companies employ an aggressive rate increase strategy to recoup their investment and boost 
profits, usually aiming for a new hike every other year. Over time, this can add hundreds of dollars to a 
consumer's annual water bill." 

Camelot Homes and its residents are situated in unincorporated Joliet, but are still considered by many to be 
Joliet citizens. As such, even the city of Joliet (who operates their own municipal water), in 2011, effectuated a 
rate increase of 45% upon its citizens, but is nothing like the proposed "hike" against the citizens of the Camelot 
Homes. The City of Joliet rate increase was to increase the quality of the water for its some 100,000+ 
residents. However, in contrast, how can Utilities Inc. claim to need an egregious increase 200-300% against a 
residential population of just 200+ individuals and families, when the residents claim the water quality is so 
poor, and, the water quality hasn't been "tested" by Utilities Inc. in well over 10 years! 

Mismanagement for 20 years, failure to keep with the rate of inflation and failure to test and maintain quality 
water are all poor reasons for the justification of a 200-300% rate increase on the "backs" of the Citizens. The 
"rate shock" to the citizens will, in-essence, "triple" their water bills, this is unacceptable and if I may quote a 
famous legal phrase 'Justice abhors inequality." Many of these Camelot Homes residents are unemployed, on 
Social Security and have fixed incomes. Simply put, these citizens can not afford this rate hike. Please strike 
the proposed order in its entirety and instead replace it with a more fair and equitable rate of increase, after it 
improves its water quality! 

Thank you for your time. 

RyanM.Alm 

2012 Candidate for Illinois House of Representatives - Dist.86 Joliet, Illinois. 
http://www.electryanalm.com 
Twitter: @Ryan4Joliet 
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