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decision until the ORMD submits its report; to the contrary, the legislation isn’t entirely 

consistent with the Commission directing workshops to commence immediately.”  (RGS Br. 16.)  

First, nNothing in the legislation speaks directly to the propriety of workshops under any 

circumstance, other than whatever might occur in the context of the ORMD process.  Second, 

whether to proceed with Ameren Illinois only workshops and then the ORMD process is not 

contrary to the statute.  One can legitimately argue that sSome process short of the ORMD 

process is arguably and ensuing report is contrary to the legislative intent if they are not linked.  

Third, if RGS means instead by its statement: “The legislation is entirely consistent with the 

Commission directing workshops to commence immediately,” there could be some semblance of 

reasonableness in that clause if the workshops are expected to be part of the ORMD process and 

not limited to Ameren Illinois.  In some ways, the RGS position is not clear where it later states 

“the ORMD’s development of its report would be facilitated by the Commission initiating 

workshops at the conclusion of the instant proceeding to develop Ameren’s mass market 

customer choice program.”  (RGS Br. 16.)   

RGS also recommends, in the event workshops are required, that its proposal serve as a 

starting point for discussions.  (RGS Br. 6.)  AIC mostly agrees.  Certainly the RGS proposal 

should be introduced in the course of workshops, but it should not be given any more weight 

than any other proposal.  The reasons are simple and straightforward.  The rate case is not the 

best means by which to adjudicate the design and implementation of a retail gas choice program 

(as ICEA and Staff agree).  No party, except perhaps RGS, has even attempted to try to define 

the parameters of such a program, which would include customer switching details billing 

mechanics, electronic data interface elements, IT transitions, customer education, community 

outreach, the rate parameters for cost recovery, and so forth.   


