
 

 

 
 
October 17, 2011 
 
 
 
Mr. Ken Humphreys 
CEO, FutureGen Industrial Alliance, Inc.  
1101 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
6th Floor 
Washington, DC 20004 
 
Dear Mr. Humphreys: 
 
 This letter is in support of the current initiative by the Illinois Power Agency to include in its 2012 
Procurement Plan a solicitation to purchase up to 250 megawatts of clean coal power through sourcing 
agreements as referenced in Section 1-75(d)(5) of the Illinois Power Agency Act. It is a milestone of great 
significance to the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity and the agency's Office of Coal 
Development. 
 
 We are the state agency with direct responsibility to create jobs and foster investment in all sectors of 
the economy and in all parts of the state.  We are pleased that the Illinois General Assembly, in enacting 
the IPA Act, supported our efforts by providing assurances that advanced-technology energy projects 
could be built in a de-regulated environment.   
  
 It is public policy in Illinois to encourage development of renewable energy and clean coal facilities 
as part of a diverse energy supply portfolio that uses natural resources wisely, protects the environment 
and consumers and supports job growth.  It is a difficult balancing act: opening the door to new 
technologies in a competitive marketplace. 
 
 The pending IPA procurement plan takes a large step forward toward the goal of purchasing 25 
percent of the state's electricity from clean coal facilities by 2025.  It is significant, as well, that the 
developers of FutureGen 2.0 appear to be positioned to deliver in excess of 140 megawatts of qualified 
clean coal power to the IPA portfolio before the 2017 close of the current planning period. 
 
 The U.S. Department of Energy has pledged to support FutureGen 2.0 with $1 billion of federal 
stimulus funds in pursuit of a near-zero emissions coal facility. It includes retrofitting an Ameren Energy 
Resources generating unit No. 4 in Meredosia-Morgan County with a first-in-the-world oxy combustion 
system to capture carbon dioxide in the generation of electric power. Plans are to send the CO2 by 
pipeline to a site in northeast Morgan County, where it will be safely and permanently sequestered in a 
sandstone formation nearly 4,000 feet beneath the surface.  
 
 FutureGen is a unique opportunity.  It is being closely watched by the power and coal industries 
worldwide.  It is timed perfectly to demonstrate how the Illinois Clean Coal Portfolio goals can begin to 
be achieved.  Importantly, as Illinois seeks to meet its clean coal power goals, the exposure of Illinois 



electric rate payers is reduced in the case of FutureGen by the large capital-side investment by federal and 
private-sector partners. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Warren Ribley 
Director 
 


