
TESTIMONY OF BUZB CORPORATION IN SUPPORT OF ITS APPLICATION 
FOR CERTIFICATE TO BECOME A TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

Question: Why has BuzB Corporation filed an Application for Certificate to Become a 
Telecommunications Carrier with the Illinois Commerce Commission? 

Answer: BuzB Corporation, incorporated in Illinois on 6-17-94 and currently in good 
standing, holds a paging and two-way radio service authorization/frequency with the 
FCC. BuzB Corporation consists of two individuals- Jim Polick, an Illinois-licensed 
attorney, and John Busby, a radio-frequency engineer with extensive experience in the 
telecommunications industry. 

BuzB Corporation’s main business is paging- we do not currently offer two-way 
radio service on a commercial basis, but anticipate that we will some time in the future. 
We are currently still building out our system, and a part of that build-out is the 
construction of telecommunications towers. The Illinois Legislature, in 55 ILCS 
5/5-12001 .I has essentially restricted the zoning authority of counties when the 
applicant is a “telecommunications carrier” as defined in the Public Utilities Act- in other 
words, the legislature has facilitated the build-out of a “telecommunications carrier’s” 
system on property not located within a town, village, municipality, etc. 

Our problem has been that county governments have questioned our status as a 
carrier since we do not have a Certificate of Service Authority issued by the ICC. Their 
questions stem from 220 ILCS 5/13-401 which states, in pertinent part, “No 
telecommunications carrier not possessing a ce!tificate of public convenience and 
necessity or certificate of authority from the Commission at the time this Article goes 
into effect shall transact any business in this State until it,shall have obtained a 
certificate of service authority from the Commission pursuant to the provisions of this 
AIiiGle." 

Based on this language we have recently been denied a building permit by a 
county zoning board. The counties reason that, if we are a carrier, we must be able to 
obtain such a Certificate from the ICC. 

Question: Is BuzB Corporation a Telecommunications Carrier as defined by Illinois law? 

Answer: Yes, BuzB Corporation is a “Telecommunications Carrier” providing 
“telecommunications services” in that it meets the criteria in the definitions contained in 
220 ILCS 5/13-201 et.seq., and is not included in the narrowly- 
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“Te/eGOmmUniGationS Garner” means and includes every COfpOratiOn, company, 
association, joint stock company or association, firm, partnership or individual, their 
lessees, trustees or receivers appointed by any court whatsoever that owns, controls, 
operates or manages, within this State, directly or indirectly, forpublic use, any piant, 
equipment or property used or to be used for or in connection with, or owns or controls 
any franchise, license, permit or right to engage in the provision of, telecommunications 
services between points within the State which are specified by the user. 
TeleGommunications carrier does not include, however: (a) telecommunications carriers 
that are owned and operated by any political subdivision, public orprivate institution of 
higher education or municipal corporation of this State, for their own use, or 
telecommunications carriers that are owned by such political subdivision, public or 
private institution of higher education, or municipal corporation and operated by any of 
its lessees or operating agents, for their own use; (b) telecommunications carriers which 
are purely mutual concerns, having no rates or charges for services, but paying the 
operating expenses by assessment upon the members of such a company and no 
other person but does include telephone or telecommunications cooperatives as 
defined in Section 13-212; (G) a company or person which provides telecommunications 
services solely to itself and its affiliates or members or between points in the same 
building, or between closely located buildings, affiliated through substantial common 
ownership, control or development,. or (d) a company or person engaged in the delivery 
of community antenna television services as described in subdivision (G) of Sectionl3- 
203, except with respect to the provision of telecommunications services by that 
company or person.” 

BuzB Corporation’s FCC paging and two-way radio license clearly makes it an 
entity that that “owns, controls, operates or manages, within this State, directly or 
indirectly, for public use, any plant, equipment or property used or to be used for or in 
connection with, or owns or controls any franchise, license, permit or right to engage in 
the provision of, telecommunications services between points within the State which are 
specified by the user”, as described above, by virtue of its two-way radio license. 
Further, it does not fall within the exceptions listed in (a)-(d). 

Question: Does BuzB Corporation provide “Telecommunications Service” as used in 
Section 13-202, above, and as defined in 220 ILCS 5/13-203? 

Answer: Yes. Section 13-202 defines “Telecommunications Service” as follows: 

“Telecommunications service” means the provision or offering for rent, sate or /ease, or 
in exchange for other value received, of the transmittal of information, by means of 
electromagnetic, inctuding light, transmission with or without benefit of any closed 
transmission medium, inciuding ail instrumentalities, facilities, apparatus, and services 
(inciuding the collection, storage, forwarding, switching, and delivery of such 
information) used to provide such transmission and also includes access and 
interconnection arrangements and services. 



“TeteGommuniGations service” does not include, however: (a) the rent, sate, or iease, or 
exchange for other value received, of customer premises equipment except for 
customer premises equipment owned or provided by a telecommunications cam’er and 
used for answering 91 I calls, and except for customer premises equipment provided 
under Section 13-703; (b) telephone or telecommunications answering services, paging 
services, and physical pickup and delivery incidental to the provision of information 
transmitted through electromagnetic, including light, transmission; (G) community 
antenna television service which is operated to perform for hire the service of receiving 
and distributing video and audio program signals by wire, cable or other means to 
members of the public who subscribe to such service, to the extent that such service is 
utilized solely for the one-way distribution of such entertainment services with no more 
than incidental subscriber interaction required for the selection of such entertainment 
service. ” 

BuzB Corporation’s two-way radio license satisfies these criteria, in that BuzB can “offer 
for rent, sale or lease, or in exchange for other value received, of the transmittal of 
information, by means of electromagnetic, including light, transmission...” 

Further, BuzB does not fall under exceptions (a) or (c), and exception (b) only affects 
the paging portion of its authorization from the FCC. In fact, exception (b) addresses 
situations where there is only a one-way transmission of information, fulfilling Section 
202’s requirement that telecommunications services be “between points within the State 
which are specified by the user”. We feel as though this Section should be updated with 
the advent of two-way paging, a capacity that BuzB Corporation has. 

Question: Since BuzB Corporation is a Telecommunications Carrier, does the ICC 
regulate them? 

Answer: It would seem so, except to the extent that the ICC may decline to do so in the 
future. 

Question: Would BuzB Corporation be willing to accept a restricted Certificate of 
Authority at this time? 

Answer: Yes, and we would anticipate that any such certificate would be restricted as to 
our business activities until such time as the ICC declines regulation of our services or 
we present sufficient evidence to remove such restrictions. We understand that our 
situation is unique, and are willing to work with the ICC to resolve this dilemma that we 
are a carrier, but the ICC does not know quite how to treat us. We do believe, however, 
that we deserve to have our “carrier status” recognized by the ICC. 



Question: Please provide the name, address, telephone, and fax number of the person 
at your company that will be responsible for working with the Commission’s Consumer 
Services Division for complaint resolution? 

Answer: 
John Busby or James Polick 
1532 N. Ridge 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 
(847)615-0906 (phone) 
(847)342-8238 (fax) 

Question: How many people does the company employ? 

Answer: Two (2) 

Question: Has your company yet implemented procedures for billing, disputes, repair, 
preservation of records, and other service issues? 

Answer; No. We are not yet at the point where we are offering, or planning to offer, 
those services (two-way radio) which the ICC is potentially concerned with regulating. 
However, we do anticipate that two-way radio (as well as, potentially, two-way paging) 
will be offered on a commercial basis. 

Prior to that time we will cooperate fully with the ICC in offering proof of financial 
and managerial fitness as and if the ICC sees fit to regulate same. 

Question: Has your company provided service under any other name? 

Answer: No 

Question: Have any complaints or judgments been levied against the company? 
(Instate, out-of-state, or FCC). 

Answer: No 

Question: Have you contemplated what your Certificate of Service Authority would 
state? 

Answer: Yes. The Certificate of Service Authority granted shall be the following: 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE AUTHORITY 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that BuzB Corporation is 
authorized, pursuant to Section 13405 of the Public utilities Act, to 

provide Paging and Radio Telephone Service within its licensed 
setvice territory in Illinois as defined by the FCC. 


