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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

 
Commonwealth Edison Company  ) 
      ) 
Proposal to Implement a Purchase ) No. 10-0138 
Of Receivables with Consolidated  ) 
Billing (PORCB) Service   ) 
      ) 
(Tariffs filed January 20, 2010)  ) 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

STAFF’S RESPONSE IN SUPPORT OF RESA’S MOTION TO STRIKE PORTIONS 
OF DOMINION’S DIRECT TESTIMONY ON REHEARING 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

NOW COME the Staff witnesses of the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Staff”), 

through its undersigned counsel, and pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.190, files this 

Response to the Retail Energy Supply Association’s (“RESA”) Motion To Strike (“Motion 

to Strike”) a portion of Dominion Retail Inc.’s (“Dominion”) Direct Testimony on 

Rehearing (“Testimony”). 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

On January 20, 2010, Commonwealth Edison Company (the “Company” or 

“ComEd”) filed with the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission” or “ICC”) revised 

tariffs in order to implement a purchase of receivables with consolidated billing service 

for the benefit of retail customers and retail electric suppliers, pursuant to Section 16-

118 of the Illinois Public Utilities Act, “Services provided by electric utilities to alternative 

retail electric suppliers,” 220 ILCS 5/16-118.  On February 24, 2010, the Commission 

entered Suspension Orders commencing the investigation concerning the propriety of 

ComEd’s proposal to implement a PORCB service and on June 2, 2010 entered a 



2 
 

Resuspension Order extending the suspension through December 18, 2010.  A final 

order was entered on December 15, 2010, approving a modified Rider PORCB tariff.   

 

On March 13, 2011, the Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) sent the Commission a 

Memorandum recommending that the motion for rehearing of RESA and the verified 

application for rehearing of the Illinois Competitive Energy Association (“ICEA”) be 

granted for the sole “purpose of determining the correct uncollectible charge to 

impose[.]”  (Memorandum, at 2.)  On March 23, 2011, the Commission followed the 

ALJ’s recommendation and granted the RESA and ICEA motions for rehearing.  At a 

status hearing, the ALJ set a schedule for discovery and testimony on rehearing.  (Tr., 

April 13, 2011, at 95-96.)  On May 20, 2011, the following parties submitted direct 

testimony on rehearing:  Dominion, Staff, RESA, ICEA, and ComEd.  On May 25, 2011, 

RESA filed a motion to strike portions of Dominion’s Testimony by witness James Crist.  

As explained below, Staff supports RESA’s Motion to Strike.     

II. ARGUMENT 
 

As noted above, the Commission granted rehearing on the single issue of 

whether there should be separate uncollectible rates applied to residential and non-

residential customers, or a single, blended uncollectible rate applied to both residential 

and non-residential customers under Rider PORCB.   

 
In his Direct Testimony on Rehearing, Dominion witness Mr. Crist addressed the 

following issues:  (1) the blended discount rate; (2) whether a RES can choose to 

participate in consolidated billing or purchase of receivables; and (3) ComEd’s 
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information technology costs.  (Dominion Testimony, at 7.)  Only the first issue is 

responsive to the Commission’s Order granting Rehearing.  The portions of Mr. Crist’s 

Testimony which do not address the blended discount rate should be stricken.  While 

Staff shared most of Dominion’s concerns regarding the use of a fixed $0.50 charge to 

recover start-up and administrative costs (as did the ALJ’s October 7, 2010 Proposed 

Order), Staff is compelled to acknowledge that the Commission made a decision to use 

such a fixed cost recovery.  Moreover, as RESA notes in its Motion to Strike, the 

Commission denied Dominion’s Petition for Rehearing on that very issue.  Accordingly, 

Staff supports RESA’s Motion to Strike portions of Dominion’s direct testimony on 

rehearing, identified on pages 3 and 4.  (Motion, at 3-4.)   

 

III. CONCLUSION 
 
 WHEREFORE, for all of the reasons noted above, Staff respectfully requests that 

RESA’s Motion to Strike be granted. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

      ____________________________ 

       
      JESSICA L. CARDONI  
      MICHAEL J. LANNON 

160 North LaSalle Street 
      Suite C-800 
      Chicago, Illinois 60601 
      312 / 793-3305 
            
June 1, 2011     Illinois Commerce Commission 
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