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Electric Deficiency 10 
 
Section 285.6020 requires each electric utility to provide Schedule F-3.1, which 
includes information about distribution system maintenance expenses. 
Subsection (a) requires that each utility's Schedule F-3.1 contain information 
about its tree trimming program. In particular, subsection (a)(3) requires that 
each electric utility provide, "[t)he percent of the distribution system that has a 
tree trimming cycle in excess of the policy indicated in subsection (a)(2)." 
 
Commission Staff interprets subsection (a)(3) to require the utility to provide the 
percentage of the distribution system that has a tree trimming cycle in excess of 
the electric utility's policy at the time of the Part 285 filing. In contrast, AIC 
provided the following statement with regard to subsection (a)(3): "The 2012 
future test year reflects the forecasted spend for the vegetation programs 
established for reliability in compliance with the policy stated above." In order to 
comply with subsection (a)(3) as Staff interprets it, please provide up-to-date 
information about the percent of the distribution system that has a tree trimming 
cycle in excess of the current tree trimming policy. 
 
RESPONSE:   
Prepared By:  Ronald D. Pate 
Title:  Vice President, Operations 

Phone Number:  217-424-6518 

No percentage of AIC’s distribution system has a scheduled tree trimming cycle 
in excess of the 48 month or four year trim cycle.  Ameren Illinois has a total of 
2,141 distribution circuits that require maintenance tree trimming.  Of the 612 
circuits scheduled to be trimmed during the 2010 calendar year, 402 circuits had 
actual tree trimming cycles in excess of 48 months since its last circuit 
maintenance trimming was completed.  The average tree trimming cycle for 
these 402 circuits was 49.9 months.  By the end of 2010, however, Ameren 
Illinois had trimmed 100% of the circuit miles (8889 miles) that were scheduled 
for maintenance trimming during the 2010 calendar year. 
 
 


