
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

 

Noble Americas Energy Solutions 

LLC 
 

Application for an Amended 

Certificate of Service Authority 

under Section 16-115 of the Public 

Utilities Act. 

 : 

: 

: 

: 

:

:

: 

  

 

 

10-0631 

 

ORDER 
 
By the Commission: 
 

I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 
 On November 3, 2010, Noble Americas Energy Solutions LLC  (“Applicant” or 
"Noble Americas”) filed a verified application with the Illinois Commerce Commission 
(“Commission”) requesting an amendment to its certificate of service authority to 
operate as an alternative retail electric supplier (“ARES”) in the State of Illinois pursuant 
to Section 16-115 of the Public Utilities Act (“Act”), 220 ILCS 5/1-101 et seq., and 83 Ill. 
Adm. Code 451 (“Part 451”).  Applicant submitted its certificate of publication showing 
that on November 16, 2010, proper notice of the application was published in the official 
State newspaper.  The Administrative Law Judge requested clarification of certain 
matters contained in the application.  Applicant filed a verified response to the 
Administrative Law Judge on November 23, 2010.  
 

II. BACKGROUND AND AUTHORITY SOUGHT BY APPLICANT 
 
 Applicant states that Sempra Energy Solutions LLC ("SES") is a licensed ARES 
operating in good standing.  Applicant says that on November 1, 2010, Sempra Energy 
and The Royal Bank of Scotland plc completed the sale of their 100% ownership 
interests in SES to a US subsidiary of a Fortune Global 500 commodities supplier 
Noble Group Limited ("Noble").  Applicant adds that the subsidiary is Noble Americas 
Gas & Power Corp. ("NAGP").  Applicant says Noble is a market leader in managing 
the global supply chain of agricultural, industrial and energy products. Applicant 
indicates that Noble specializes in the origination and delivery of strategic raw materials 
adding value at each stage of the supply chain.  Applicant says Noble's global supply 
network encompasses more than 150 offices and plant locations in 38 countries across 
five continents, with over 11,000 employees that include 68 nationalities.  According to 
Applicant, NAGP is a Delaware corporation with its principal place of business in 
Stamford, Connecticut. NAGP was formed in 2009 and is a FERC-approved power 
marketer.  Applicant says NAGP sells wholesale natural gas and power, capacity, 
ancillary services and related services in the United States. 
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 As noted above, Applicant's predecessor, Sempra Energy Solutions LLC, was 
granted an amended certificate of service authority to operate as an ARES in Illinois on 
December 3, 2008 in Docket No. 08-0571.  SES is currently authorized to offer the sale 
of power and electricity, as well as single-billing services, to eligible non-residential 
retail customers with annual electrical consumption greater than 15,000 kilowatt-hours 
("kWh") in the service area of Commonwealth Edison Company ("ComEd"), Central 
Illinois Light Company d/b/a AmerenCILCO, Central Illinois Public Service Company 
d/b/a AmerenCIPS, Illinois Power Company d/b/a AmerenIP, Mt. Carmel Public Utility 
Company; and MidAmerican Energy Company. 
 
 Applicant intends to provide energy related products and service throughout the 
State of Illinois.  These products and services will include, but are not limited to: full 
requirement power and energy service; index-related power and energy service; energy 
risk management services; block and shaped block energy service; demand response 
service; and, other energy services that are desired by customers or customer 
prospects from time to time.  Applicant seeks a certificate of service authority to serve 
non-residential customers "throughout the State of Illinois" to provide power to non-
residential retail customers with annual electrical consumption greater than 15,000 kWh 
as well as single billing services.   
 
 In the current proceeding, Applicant seeks what it describes as an amended 
certificate of service authority.  It appears to the Commission, however, that the proper 
relief needed to achieve Applicant's desired results is for the certificate of service 
authority issued to SES in Docket No. 08-0571 to be revoked and at the same time a 
new certificate of service authority issued to Applicant. 
 
 As an initial matter, the Commission notes that effective October 4, 2010, 
Central Illinois Light Company d/b/a AmerenCILCO, Central Illinois Public Service 
Company d/b/a AmerenCIPS, Illinois Power Company d/b/a AmerenIP were combined 
into a single entity, Ameren Illinois Company.  Additionally, while Applicant states its 
wishes to be certified "throughout the State of Illinois," the Commission's authority to 
issue a certificate of service authority is limited to the service territories of electric 
utilities under its jurisdiction.   
 

III. REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL APPLICANTS UNDER SECTION 16-115(d) OF 

THE ACT 
 
 Applicant is a California Limited Liability Company, headquartered in San Diego, 
California and has received authority from the Illinois Secretary of State to do business 
in Illinois.  Applicant does not intend to install, operate, or maintain generation, 
transmission, or distribution facilities within the State of Illinois.  Therefore, no 
demonstration of compliance with the requirements of Section 451.20(f)(2) has been 
made and Applicant’s employees are not permitted to perform such functions, and 
other entities are not permitted to perform such functions pursuant to contractual 
arrangements with Applicant.  
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 Applicant is in the process of amending its ARES licenses, or the equivalent, for 
the name change in the California, Connecticut, Delaware, the District of Columbia, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Texas.   
 
 Applicant has certified that it will continue to comply with all applicable Federal, 
State, regional and industry rules, practices, policies, procedures and tariffs for the use, 
operation, maintenance, safety, integrity, and reliability of the interconnected electric 
transmission system; will continue to comply with all other applicable laws and 
regulations and Commission rules and orders; will continue to comply with all terms and 
conditions required by Sections 16-115A(a), (b), and (f), 16-119, 16-123, 16-125(b) and 
(c), 16-127, and 16-128(a) of the Act, to the extent those Sections have application to 
the services being offered by the alternative retail electric supplier; and will continue to 
comply with all terms and conditions required by Section 16-115A(c) of the Act.  
 
 Applicant agrees to submit good faith schedules of transmission and energy in 
accordance with applicable tariffs. Applicant certifies that it will comply with 
informational and reporting requirements that the Commission may by rule establish 
and provide for review by Staff data related to contracts for the purchase and sale of 
electric power and energy; Applicant certifies it will procure renewable energy resources 
as required by Section 16-115D and subsection (d) of Section 16-115 of the Act, or 
shall certify that Section 16-115D and subsection (d) of Section 16-115 of the Act do 
not apply to it pursuant to subsection (h) of Section 16-115D of the Act.  Applicant 
certifies that it will source electricity from clean coal facilities, as required by Section 16-
115(d)(5) of the Act. 
 
 Applicant agrees to adopt and follow rules and procedures ensuring that 
authorizations received from customers, customer billing records, and requests for 
delivery service transmitted to utilities are retained for a period of not less than two 
calendar years after the calendar year in which they were created.  Applicant agrees to 
adopt and follow rules and procedures to preserve the confidentiality of its customers' 
data. 
 
 Pursuant to the requirements of Section 451.50 of Part 451, Applicant provided a 
License or Permit Bond in the amount of $150,000 issued by a qualifying surety 
authorized to transact business in Illinois.  Attachment C to the amended application is 
a copy of the required License or Permit Bond. 
 

IV. FINANCIAL, TECHNICAL, AND MANAGERIAL REQUIREMENTS OF 

SECTION 16-115 
 
 Applicant asserts that it meets the financial qualifications set forth in Section 
16-115(d)(1).  Applicant provided information that is intended to demonstrate 
compliance with Section 451.220(a)(3). Applicant submitted documents intends to 
demonstrate that it is a member of PJM and MISO along with a letter from a corporate 
officer of Applicant stating that it purchases 100% of its physical electric energy from 
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PJM or MISO for delivery to the service territories of the utilities for which Applicant is 
seeking a certificate. 
 
 Applicant seeks authorization to provide single billing services and pursuant to 
Section 451.510, Applicant must demonstrate its ability to establish and maintain 
financial resources adequate to satisfy the obligation to remit to Illinois utilities the 
amounts Applicant collects under the utilities' single billing option tariff.  Applicant plans 
to meet that requirement by posting and maintaining a bond issued by a qualifying 
surety or financial institution chartered by the United States or the State of Illinois in 
favor of Illinois utilities.   Applicant states that the bond will be in an amount equal to 
fifteen percent of its good faith estimate of total amount that Applicant expects to be 
obligated to pay to Illinois utilities during the next twelve months under the single billing 
tariffs adopted pursuant to Section 16-118(b) of the Act.  The good faith estimate for 
Applicant was provided with the documents provided on November 23, 2010.  Applicant 
also provided a copy of the bonding agreement and the surety bond.  The performance 
bond is conditioned on the full and timely payment of all amounts due to the utility in 
accordance with the terms specified in the single billing tariffs and is valid for a period of 
one year. 
 
 The Applicant indicates in its response to the Administrative Law Judge that it is 
licensed in 15 jurisdictions other than Illinois as an ARES.  Applicant indicates that its 
predecessor company, SES, has a very small number of complaints filed against it for 
its provision of service in the electric or gas industry.  Documents provided by Applicant, 
support its assertion that there have been very few complaints recently and that all were 
either decided in its favor or, to the customer's satisfaction.   

 
Applicant represents that it meets the technical and managerial qualifications set 

forth in Section 16-115(d)(1) of the Act and Sections 451.230 and 451.240 of Part 451.  
In Attachments E, F, and G to its application, Applicant identified the personnel who 
purportedly satisfy the criteria and provided biographical information for these 
individuals.  Information regarding Applicant's technical and managerial qualifications 
was supplemented in its November 23, 2010 filing.   
 

V. COMMISSION CONCLUSION AND CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE AUTHORITY 
 
 The Commission has reviewed the application and attachments along with the 
supplemental information provided by Applicant regarding the technical, financial, and 
managerial requirements and all other requirements of the Act and Part 451 and finds 
that the Applicant sufficiently demonstrates compliance with the requirements. 
 
 The Commission concludes that Applicant’s request for an amended certificate 
of service authority to operate as an ARES in Illinois should be denied.  Instead, the 
certificate of Applicant's predecessor, Sempra Energy Solutions LLC issued in Docket 
No. 08-0571 should be revoked and Applicant should be issued a new certificate of 
service authority which should include the following authority: 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE AUTHORITY 
 

IT IS CERTIFIED that Noble Americas Energy Solutions LLC is 
granted service authority to operate as an Alternative Retail Electric 
Supplier as follows: 

 
PRIMARY SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED: The sale of electricity 
and power. 
 
SECONDARY SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED: Single-billing 
services. 

 
CUSTOMERS TO BE SERVED: All eligible non-residential retail 
customers with annual electrical consumption greater than 15,000 
kilowatt-hours. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS SERVED: The service area of 
Commonwealth Edison Company, Ameren Illinois Company, 
MidAmerican Energy Company, and Mt. Carmel Public Utility.    
 
 

VI. FINDINGS AND ORDERING PARAGRAPHS 
 
 The Commission, having reviewed the entire record, is of the opinion and finds 
that: 
 

(1) Applicant, Noble Americas Energy Solutions LLC, a business organized 
under the laws of California, seeks an amended certificate of service 
authority to operate as an alternative retail electric supplier under Section 
16-115 of the Act; 

(2) the Commission has jurisdiction over the parties hereto and the subject 
matter hereof; 

(3) the recitals of fact and conclusions reached in the prefatory portion of this 
Order are supported by the record and are hereby adopted as findings of 
fact, as required by Section 16-115(d)(1) of the Act; 

(4) Applicant has demonstrated that it possesses sufficient financial, 
managerial and technical resources and abilities to provide power and 
energy to eligible retail customers, as described in the prefatory portion of 
this order, throughout the areas certified herein; as well as to provide 
single-billing services; 

(5) Applicant has complied with Section 16-115(d)(1) through (5) and (8) of 
the Act and 83 Ill. Adm. Code 451; 
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(6) Noble Americas Energy Solutions LLC  should be granted the certificate 
of service authority to operate as an alternative retail electric supplier as 
specified in Section V of this Order; and 

(7) the certificate of service authority previously granted to Sempra Energy 
Solutions LLC in Docket No. 08-0571 should be revoked. 

 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Illinois Commerce Commission that Noble 
Americas Energy Solutions LLC is hereby granted the Certificate of Service Authority as 
set forth in Section V of this Order. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Noble Americas Energy Solutions LLC shall 
comply with all applicable Commission rules and orders now and as hereafter 
amended. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the certificate of service authority previously 
issued to Sempra Energy Solutions LLC in Docket No. 08-0571 is hereby revoked. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, subject to the provisions of Section 10-113 of 
the Public Utilities Act and 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.880, this Order is final; it is not subject 
to the Administrative Review Law. 
 
 By order of the Commission this 21st day of December, 2010. 
 
 
 
 (SIGNED) MANUEL FLORES 
 
 Acting Chairman 


