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TO: The Commission 
 

FROM: John D. Albers, Administrative Law Judge 
 

DATE: December 3, 2010 
 

SUBJECT: The Illinois Power Agency 
 
 Petition for Approval of the 220 ILCS 5/16-111.5(d) 

Procurement Plan. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Deny the Request for Oral Argument. 
 

 
 On November 22, 2010, the Proposed Order pertaining to the annual power 
procurement plan ("Plan") was served on the parties.  The Chief Clerk's Office received 
ten Briefs on Exceptions on December 1, 2010.  Among them is the Brief on Exceptions 
of the Retail Energy Supply Association ("RESA").  The cover page of RESA's Brief on 
Exceptions contains the statement "Oral Argument Requested," but no where else in 
the Brief on Exceptions does RESA reference oral argument.  RESA's failure to include 
"a statement in support of such request in the body of the brief" conflicts with the 
requirement to do so in Section 200.850(a)(3) of the Commission's Rules of Practice. 
 
 The two areas of concern discussed in RESA's Brief on Exceptions pertain to the 
procurement of renewable energy resources and its proposal for multiple procurement 
cycles.  RESA's objections concerning the procurement of renewable energy resources 
are in part based on RESA's misunderstanding/misinterpretation of the proposed 
conclusion on that issue.  The Post-Exceptions Proposed Order will contain language 
attempting to clarify certain portions of the conclusion.  RESA's objections concerning 
multiple procurement cycles contain nothing warranting oral argument.  Given RESA's 
failure to provide any discussion of its oral argument request and the basis of many of 
its exceptions to the Proposed Order, oral argument should not be granted. 
 
 To be clear, RESA's request for oral argument is not subject to the mandatory 
oral argument provision in Section 9-201(c) of the Public Utilities Act.  The Commission 
may grant or deny oral argument in this matter at its discretion.  If the Commission 
grants oral argument, it must provide the parties seven days' notice of the time and 
place pursuant to Section 200.850(a).  If the Commission is inclined to hear oral 
argument, it should be aware that the statutory deadline is December 28, 2010. 
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