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Northern Illinois Gas Company d/b/a Nicor Gas Company
Response to: Environmental Law and Policy Center

Ill.C.C. Docket No. 10-0562
ELPC First Set of Data Requests

ELPC 1.18 Q. Referring to Nicor Gas Ex. 1.1, page 120 Section 7:

a) What does Nicor intend with respect to coordination and sharing and 
perhaps minimizing the costs of EM&V contractor costs with other 
utilities?  Has Nicor considered issuing a joint bid for EM&V services 
with other utilities in Illinois to reduce costs?

b) What does Nicor mean when it indicates that it will be “unable to fully 
evaluate all programs in the Plan especially in the early years based on 
budget availability”?  Please describe the EM&V strategy it is intending to 
use in conjunction with the 2011-2014 plan as is displayed on Table 18?  

c) How did Nicor consider, weigh and select programs (as well as the timing) 
of various programs to schedule for impact and process evaluations?  
What criteria and rationale was used at developing the EM&V strategy on 
Table 18?

d) Does Nicor intend to “monitor” and track operational data and 
implementation activities for each and all programs?  If not, why not.  

e) What tracking systems and software does Nicor and its implementation 
contractors intend to use for the plan related programs?  

f) Has Nicor ensured or attempted to correlate and coordinate the tracking 
systems to the data and input needs of EM&V contractors?  If no, how 
does Nicor intend to provide program related data to the process or impact 
EM&V contractors in a manner that is acceptable?  

ELPC 1.18 A.
a) Nicor Gas expects to work closely with ComEd on EM&V coordination 

on those programs where the Company is jointly offering them with 
ComEd.   Nicor Gas has considered a joint bid for EM&V services with 
other utilities in Illinois.  At the current time, due to differences in service 
territory, program design, and approach to implementing programs, Nicor 
Gas believes individual EM&V approaches are preferred, but will 
continue to assess opportunities as they arise.
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b) EM&V budgets are limited by legislation to 3% of the overall program 
budget.  The first year evaluation budget is approximately $443,000.   
Nicor Gas does not believe that it will be able to contract for full impact 
and process evaluations across the entire program portfolio within that 
constraint.  As such, the Company will be unable to fully evaluate all 
programs in the first year and believes that the second year budget is 
constrained as well.  Nicor Gas plans full evaluation of the portfolio after 
the third year.

c) Nicor Gas plans to focus its initial EM&V efforts on process evaluation 
especially for high transaction volume programs to ensure that customer 
and vendor processes are prepared to handle increasing transaction 
volumes over the life of the Plan and beyond.  The impact evaluations that 
will be performed in the first year are primarily focused on programs that 
have high energy-savings projects or are the most unknown in terms of 
impacts.  Most programs will have impact evaluations performed after the 
2nd year and the entire portfolio will be evaluated after the third year.

d) Yes, Nicor Gas plans to monitor and track operationally data and 
implementation activities for all programs.

e) Nicor Gas has not selected a tracking system at this time.  An RFP for a 
tracking system has been issued and the Company is currently evaluating 
responses.  

f) Nicor Gas has informally interviewed a number of EM&V contractors to 
better understand their expectations of data availability.  The Company is 
in the process of issuing an RFP for an EM&V contractor under Rider 29, 
which can guide Nicor Gas in the data requirements for effective EM&V.  
Nicor Gas also anticipates contracting with a vendor experienced in 
energy efficiency and understanding of the data requirements for EM&V.

Witness: James J. Jerozal Jr.
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