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President of the United States Hispanic Leadership Institute 

Dr. Andrade is a prominent leader in the Latino community who has spent his career working to 
strengthen the social, political and economic rights of minority communities, primarily focusing 
on issues that affect the Latino community.  Dr. Andrade is the co-founder of the United States 
Hispanic Leadership Institute, a Chicago-based non-profit organization that aims to fulfill the 
promises and principles of democracy by empowering minorities and similarly disenfranchised 
groups through civic engagement, leadership development and research, and by maximizing 
participation in the electoral process. 

As a result of his work on behalf of the Latino community, Dr. Andrade became the 11th Latino 
in U. S. history and the only Latino in Illinois to be decorated by a President of the United States.  
In 2001, former President Bill Clinton presented Dr. Andrade with the Presidential Citizens 
Medal for the “performance of exemplary deeds of service for the nation” and “excellence in 
promoting leadership and civic participation.”  He is also the only leader of a national Hispanic 
organization to have been employed to provide commentary on local, state, national and 
international political issues on English-language electronic and print media.  Dr. Andrade was a 
political commentator on ABC7 (WLS) television, a commentator on WGN radio, and a 
columnist for the Chicago Sun-Times.  He is still a regular election-day analyst on Spanish and 
English language television.  Under the auspices of the U.S. Information Agency, Dr. Andrade 
has met with and conducted seminars for political, labor, business, academic, and clerical leaders 
to promote democracy in Mexico, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, Colombia, Paraguay, Bolivia, 
Guyana, Suriname, and Haiti.   
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EDUCATION: 

Dr. Andrade has a Bachelor’s Degree from Howard Payne College (now Howard Payne 
University), a Master’s in Education from Antioch College, an Educational Specialist Degree 
and a Doctorate in Education from Northern Illinois University, and a Master of Arts from 
Loyola University Chicago.  He holds honorary doctorates from Howard Payne University, 
Lewis University, University of St. Francis, Governors State University and Loyola University 
Chicago.  Dr. Andrade has also received distinguished alumni awards from Howard Payne 
University, Northern Illinois University and Loyola University Chicago Graduate School. 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 

As president of the Institute, Dr. Andrade’s responsibilities include providing all of the 
information needed by the Board of Directors to make informed policy decisions with respect to 
the organization’s finances and program priorities.  He is also responsible for implementing all 
decisions of the Board.  His duties include raising the funds necessary to meet the Institute’s 
budget needs, developing the programs needed for the Institute to fulfill its mission, and 
employing and directing the staff needed to ensure the success of the Institute’s programs.  Dr.  
Andrade writes and submits all reports as required by donors and the Institute’s Board and 
ensures that the Institute’s finances and fiscal management system are independently audited 
annually. He also represents the Institute in all partnerships that serve to improve conditions for 
the Latino community, including partnerships with the National Latino Coalition on Climate 
Change, Telemundo’s “Hazte Contar” 2010 Census campaign, “Create the Good” with AARP, 
and the National New Futuro Advisory Board.    

Dr. Andrade also develops and oversees all projects related to the organization’s foundational 
mission of strengthening the Latino community and expanding political and educational 
opportunities in the Latino community.  To that end, Dr. Andrade has primary responsibility for 
the following Institute activities:  

 Community Leadership Programs:   The Institute has several community leadership 
programs, including the Grassroots Leadership Development Program and the Candidate 
Training and Campaign Management School, which provide interactive training for 
community leaders, local public officials and political office candidates in order to 
increase access to governmental leadership positions and to strengthen public officials’ 
understanding of issues that affect the Latino community.  In addition, the Civic 
Education for Naturalized Citizens Program is a civil literacy course focused on local 
governmental entities that aims to facilitate the integration of newly naturalized citizens 
into the local and state community.   
 

 Student Leadership Programs: At the high school level, the Institute operates Students for 
an Educated Democracy and the Leadership and Educational Policy Studies program, 
both of which provide interactive classroom and field instruction on either civic 
education or education policy leadership development.  At the college level, the 
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Collegiate Leadership Development Program provides training on how to formulate, 
implement and influence policy for Latino student leaders and university staff, faculty 
and administrators.  The Strategic Alliance of Latino Student Associations, or “SALSA”, 
engages campus-based student organizations in technology advanced civic engagement 
activities and community service initiatives, assists in organizing annual college career 
fairs, and promotes a more effective networking channel for Latino college student 
organizations across the nation. 
 

 Student Resource Centers: To increase educational opportunities for Latino students, the 
Institute has awarded, as of November 2009, $350,000 to Latino students throughout the 
United States under the Dr. Juan Andrade Scholarship for Young Hispanic Leaders.  In 
addition, the 21st Century Leaders Summer Internship Program is a 10-week paid 
internship program in which college students are able to gain valuable civic leadership 
experience, interact with local, state and federal officials in weekly public policy 
seminars, and have community leaders and elected officials serve as personal and 
professional mentors. 
 

 Research: The Institute has published over 425 studies and reports on Latino 
demographics, more than any organization in the nation.  Our flagship publication is The 
Almanac of Latino Politics, which is published every two years. 
 

 Conferences: In addition to our national conference, the Institute sponsors five regional 
student leadership conferences for Latino college students and five local career and 
college recruitment fairs for high school students, which serve over 5,000 students 
annually.  

 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 

Dr. Andrade sits on the Board of Directors for the Hispanic Alliance for Corporate 
Responsibility, a coalition of the 16 largest and most influential national Hispanic organizations 
in the nation that strives to enhance the inclusion of Hispanic Americans in all aspects of 
corporate activity, including governance, employment, procurement and philanthropy.  He also 
sits on the Board of Directors for the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda, a coalition of 30 
leading national and regional organizations that seeks to create unity within the Hispanic 
community in this country and to provide the Hispanic community greater political visibility and 
political influence. 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS: 

Dr. Andrade been recognized four times as one of the “100 Most Influential Hispanics in 
America.”   He was also inducted into the “Society of Life Models” by OMNI Youth Services 
for my work in promoting education and leadership among Latino youth. 

 


