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List of Issues & Major Conclusions 
 ComEd follows appropriate and reasonable practices relating to the 

following operational issues raised by certain Retail Electric Suppliers in 
this proceeding:  

 
o Turnaround time for Historical Interval data requests; 

 
o Use of Retail Electric Supplier identifier(s) for purposes of grouping 

customers; 
 

o Format of a particular electronic data interchange transaction; and 
 

o Information available on ComEd’s PowerPath website. 

 

 Notwithstanding the reasonableness of its practices, ComEd is already 
communicating with Retail Electric Suppliers regarding these issues and is 
willing to work with other market participants through an informal 
collaborative process if appropriate.     
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I. Introduction and Background 1 

A. Identification 2 

Q. What is your name and business address? 3 

A. My name is Stephen L. Lesniak.  My business address is 1919 Swift Drive, Oak Brook, 4 

Illinois  60523. 5 

Q. By whom and in what position are you employed? 6 

A. I am employed by Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”) as a Director, Energy 7 

Acquisition. 8 

B. Purpose of Testimony 9 

Q. What is the purpose of your rebuttal testimony? 10 

A. The purpose of my rebuttal testimony is to respond to various proposals made by the 11 

Illinois Competitive Energy Association (“ICEA”), which represents the interests of 12 

Retail Electric Suppliers (“RES”).   In particular, I provide ComEd’s position from an 13 

operations perspective on certain proposals made by ICEA witness Mr. David Fein.  14 

ComEd witness Dr. Ross Hemphill also responds to these proposals from a policy 15 

perspective, commenting on issues such as cost recovery for these proposals and 16 

ComEd’s position that this rate case proceeding is not the appropriate forum for 17 

addressing these proposals.    18 

C. Background and Qualifications 19 

Q. What is your education background and experience? 20 

A. I hold a Bachelor of Science in General Engineering, a Master of Science in General 21 

Engineering and a Master of Business Administration from the University of Illinois at 22 
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Urbana-Champaign.  I also hold a Master of Electricity Markets from the Illinois Institute 23 

of Technology.  I am a Registered Profession Engineer in the State of Illinois.   24 

I have been employed by ComEd for fifteen years and have held positions in 25 

several departments at ComEd, including Transmission Policy, Transmission Operations 26 

and Large Customer Solutions.  I also previously held a position in Exelon Corporation’s 27 

Retail Electric Supplier affiliate, Exelon Energy. 28 

Q. What are your current job duties and responsibilities? 29 

A. I am currently a Director, Energy Acquisition for ComEd.  The primary responsibilities 30 

of my department include performing wholesale market settlements, administering 31 

customer choice functions and power procurement.  As it relates to the subject matters 32 

covered in my rebuttal testimony, I oversee the ComEd functional area that manages 33 

ComEd’s day-to-day operations associated with customer choice. 34 

II. ComEd’s Response to ICEA Witness Fein 35 

Q. Which of the proposals made by Mr. Fein do you respond to? 36 

A. I respond to the following proposals made in Mr. Fein’s direct testimony:  (1) ComEd 37 

should turnaround Historical Interval data requests in one business day; (2) ComEd 38 

should support use by a RES of multiple DUNS +4 numbers; (3) ComEd’s initial 39 

electronic data interchange (“EDI”) 814 Change response should include an effective 40 

date; and (4) with respect to the PowerPath website, ComEd should (a) reinstate the 41 

column on the website that formerly displayed delivery service charges, taxes, and 42 

various other pertinent information and (b) develop a test site that is available at least 2-3 43 
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weeks prior to any changes being implemented, and (c) the release should be during non-44 

business hours and over non-holiday weekends.  (ICEA Ex. 1.0, 4:16-5:12.)  45 

Initially, I note that ComEd is always willing to work cooperatively with Staff and 46 

parties to attempt to resolve issues relating to its business processes and, indeed, is 47 

already communicating with RESs regarding issues raised in this proceeding.   ComEd’s 48 

position, as set forth in Dr. Hemphill’s testimony, is that the RESs’ proposals, including 49 

ICEA’s, are more properly raised and addressed with ComEd, Staff and market 50 

participants through an informal collaborative process and not in this rate-setting 51 

proceeding.  Notwithstanding its objection to addressing the proposals in the context of 52 

this proceeding, I provide a response to each of Mr. Fein’s proposals below. 53 

Q. What is ComEd’s position regarding Mr. Fein’s recommendation that ComEd 54 

should provide RESs with Historical Interval data requests within one business 55 

day?  (ICEA Ex. 1.0, 5:31-6:4.) 56 

A. ComEd believes that its current response time for interval data requests is reasonable.  As 57 

a matter of business practice and as observed from its day-to-day operations, ComEd 58 

already fulfills its goal of responding within one to two business days for requests that 59 

come in to ComEd through EDI transactions or the PowerPath website.  Even for manual 60 

requests, ComEd’s goal is to respond in no longer than five business days.  It is unclear 61 

how any possible improvement, which could be costly, would result in any measurable 62 

benefit for the marketplace.  This is particularly true given that ComEd’s practices for 63 

responding have been in place for ten years and ComEd’s response time has not been 64 

identified as a concern of market participants to date. 65 
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In order to further explore this proposal, ComEd has begun working with RESs to 66 

address this issue and is willing to work with other market participants through informal 67 

collaborative processes. 68 

Q. Mr. Fein also recommends that ComEd allow RESs to have multiple DUNS +4 69 

numbers.  (ICEA Ex. 1.0, 6:22-7:2.)  What is a DUNS number? 70 

A. A Data Universal Numbering System (“DUNS”) number is a unique identifier provided 71 

to corporate entities by Dun & Bradstreet.  ComEd’s EDI systems use RESs’ DUNS 72 

numbers only (i.e., without +4 identifiers) to identify trading partners (i.e., ComEd and 73 

RESs) so they can exchange electronic data.  The DUNS +4 referenced in Mr. Fein’s 74 

testimony would add 4 additional digits, which would allow a RES to group its customers 75 

for its operational purposes (e.g., for a RES to manage and understand its costs). 76 

Q. What is ComEd’s position regarding Mr. Fein’s recommendation that ComEd 77 

should support use by a RES of multiple DUNS +4 numbers? 78 

A. ComEd is not opposed to this proposal, subject to the ratemaking policy issues 79 

surrounding these types of operational changes as discussed in Dr. Hemphill’s testimony.  80 

Accordingly, ComEd is already working with RESs to address this issue and is willing to 81 

work with other market participants through informal collaborative processes.    82 

Q. Mr. Fein also recommends that ComEd add an “effective date” to 814 Change 83 

responses.  (ICEA Ex. 1.0, 7:17-8:3.)  What is an 814 Change? 84 

A. An 814 Change is a type of EDI transaction between trading partners (i.e., ComEd and 85 

RESs) that is used to electronically exchange account information that has changed.  86 
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Q. What is ComEd’s position regarding Mr. Fein’s recommendation that ComEd’s 87 

initial 814 Change response should include an effective date? 88 

A. It is unclear to ComEd what Mr. Fein means by an “effective date” on the initial 814 89 

Change response and what positive impact this information may have on the market, if at 90 

all.  Nevertheless, ComEd is already working with RESs to better understand and address 91 

this issue and is willing to work with other market participants, through informal 92 

collaborative processes, to understand the information being sought and the benefits of 93 

the additional information.  94 

Q. Mr. Fein also recommends that ComEd make certain changes regarding its 95 

PowerPath website.  (ICEA Ex. 1.0, 9:20-10:8.)  What is the PowerPath website? 96 

A. PowerPath is a ComEd website containing information about customer choice used by 97 

market participants such as RESs and customers.  The website has been in operation 98 

since the introduction of customer choice over ten years ago. 99 

Q. What is ComEd’s position regarding Mr. Fein’s recommendations with respect to 100 

the PowerPath website? 101 

A. With respect to Mr. Fein’s request to reinstate certain customer information, I note that 102 

Mr. Fein inaccurately describes the information that was formerly available on the 103 

website as including “delivery service charges, taxes, and various other pertinent 104 

information.”  (ICEA Ex. 1.0, 10:3-4.)  The website has never displayed the itemized 105 

information referenced by Mr. Fein; instead, the only information provided on the 106 

website was the total billed dollar amount, with no detailed listing of line items or 107 

reference to the billing determinants used.  In addition, ComEd removed the total billed 108 
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dollar figure from the website based on feedback from the website users that the 109 

information was confusing and not helpful.  Nevertheless, ComEd is willing to discuss 110 

additional information that may be requested.   111 

ComEd does not make changes to the PowerPath website frequently.  When it 112 

does implement changes, the changes are internally tested in a ComEd test environment 113 

located on ComEd’s side of its information technology firewall.  ComEd cannot give 114 

access to these internal test environments to RESs for information security reasons, and it 115 

believes that the process of creating a separate test environment outside of its firewall 116 

could be costly without a clear or significant benefit to the marketplace.  Nevertheless, 117 

ComEd is willing to further explore this issue with RESs and other market participants.  118 

Finally, the Commission should reject any suggestion by Mr. Fein that changes to 119 

the PowerPath website should occur during non-business hours and over non-holiday 120 

weekends, particularly since ComEd communicates the schedule of any changes to 121 

market participants in advance.  ComEd must manage its business like any other large 122 

business operation that schedules projects based upon resources and availability and 123 

optimizes working times, including weekends and, if necessary, holiday weekends. 124 

III. Conclusion 125 

Q. Does this complete your rebuttal testimony? 126 

A. Yes.  127 


