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RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS AND 

THE CITIZENS UTILITY BOARD TO 

COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY’S 

MOTION FOR AN EXTENSION OF TIME 

 TO FILE REBUTTAL TESTIMONY OF SUSAN D. ABBOTT 

 

The People of the State of Illinois, by and through Lisa Madigan, Attorney General of the 

State of Illinois; and the Citizens Utility Board, through its attorney (collectively “Consumer 

Intervenors”); pursuant to Section 200.190 of the Illinois Commerce Commission’s Rules of 

Practice, hereby respond to Commonwealth Edison Company’s (“ComEd” or “the Company”) 

Motion for Extension of Time to File the Rebuttal Testimony of Susan D. Abbott.   

In its Motion, ComEd seeks a two-week extension to file the rebuttal testimony of Ms. 

Abbott due to her unexpected illness.  Motion at 1-2.  The Company asserts that Staff and 

Intervenor witnesses, who are scheduled to file rebuttal testimony to the Company’s and other 

parties’ direct testimony on issues other than Rate Design 17 days after the proposed extension 

date, will not be prejudiced by the extension.  Id. at 2.  Consumer Intervenors disagree.   

Ms. Abbott is one of four rate of return witnesses sponsored by the Company in this case.  

CUB/AG witness Chris Thomas’ may need to respond to any testimony submitted by Ms. Abbott 

(or her replacement witness), along with the three other rate of return/shareholder risk witnesses 



sponsored by ComEd, in his rebuttal testimony.
1
  In addition, AG witness Roger Colton, whose 

testimony discusses the need to for the Commission to weigh the risk ComEd ratepayers face in 

the wake of ComEd’s request for a rate increase, also may want to respond to the testimony of 

Ms. Abbott.  In ComEd’s companion alternative regulation case, ICC Docket No. 10-0527, Mr. 

Colton and Mr. Thomas are witnesses for the People and CUB, respectively.  Their rebuttal 

testimony in that docket is due on December 22, 2010.  These witnesses will need sufficient time 

to respond to the unusually large number of ComEd witnesses, including Ms. Abbott, who 

discuss shareholder interests in this docket, while juggling their filing responsibilities in the 

ComEd alternative regulation docket.  Accordingly, ComEd’s claim that intervenor witnesses 

would not be prejudiced by the requested two-week extension is simply untrue. 

Providing Consumer Intervenor witnesses with a similar two-week extension to the 

Abbott testimony is untenable given the fact that the evidentiary hearing in this case is scheduled 

for January 10-19, 2011.  Consumer Intervenors do not object to a one-week extension for 

ComEd, assuming any Staff or intervenor witness who responds to Ms. Abbott’s testimony is 

given a similar extension, if need be.   

WHEREFORE, the People of the State of Illinois and the Citizens Utility Board 

respectfully request that ComEd’s Motion for a two-week extension be denied, and that instead a 

one week extension be approved, upon the condition that Staff and Intervenors be permitted a 

similar extension of time to file their rebuttal testimony, if need be, in response to Ms. Abbott’s 

rebuttal testimony.   

 

 

                                                           
1
 Should Mr. Thomas’ return on equity/rate of return assessments change as a result of any ComEd or other parties’ 

testimony, AG/CUB witness Michael Brosch, who sponsors the proposed AG/CUB revenue requirement figure, 

may likewise need to amend his testimony. 
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