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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

 

THE ILLINOIS POWER AGENCY ) 
 ) 
Petition for Approval of  )  Docket No. 10-0563 
The 220 ILCS 5/16-11.5(d) ) 
Procurement Plan ) 

 

WIND ON THE WIRES  
RESPONSE TO IBERDROLA RENEWABLES’  

SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS 
 

 NOW COMES Wind on the Wires, in its’ Response to Iberdrola Renewables, 

Inc.’s Supplemental Comments (“Supplemental Comments”), pursuant to the Notice of 

the Administrative Law Judge dated November 12, 2010.   

 

In its Supplemental Comments, Iberdrola Renewables Inc. (“Iberdrola”) asserts 

that it in lieu of its position that the Commission approve another long term renewable 

product, with delivery starting in 2012-2013, it is willing to accept a mid-term REC 

product (Supplemental Comments @ 10) and an agreement from the parties that a 

workshop process be conducted to create generally accepted terms and conditions, or a 

set of principles or guidelines, that would be utilized by the procurement administrator 

(in future procurements) in drafting power purchase agreements for long term 

renewable products (Supplemental Comments @ 11-12).  

Iberdrola’s proposal provides a valuable benefit to the procurement process by 

making future contract discussions more efficient.  As Iberdrola noted in its Objections, 

Response, Replies and Supplemental Comments, the workshops used to finalize the 
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terms and conditions of the long term renewable contracts that were approved in Docket 

09-0373 were contentious, resulted in the use of a contract not generally used for 

renewable procurements, unnecessarily reduced the pool of potential suppliers by 

posing a financial hurdle too high for developers with limited access to financing and 

required a second round of workshops in an attempt to remove risk that will hamper 

suppliers in obtaining financing.  Iberdrola’s proposed workshops should provide 

stability in the procurement process by providing a known spectrum of PPA terms that 

will be used in future long term renewable contracts.  It will also alleviate or lessen long 

term contract issues that would occur during the development of the terms and 

conditions in future long term renewable contracts. 

Wind on the Wires supports Iberdrola’s proposal, with three limited exceptions.  

Iberdrola proposes that workshops be “underwritten by participating renewables 

developer stakeholders.” (Supplemental Comments @ 11, ¶2)  The procurement 

process is a state administered program and therefore, Wind on the Wires would 

expect, the State of Illinois to pick up the reasonable costs associated with the 

administration of its statutory duties.  We recognize the State has to weigh its spending 

priorities during these times of financial stress but so do private companies.  It is the 

unique circumstance that would give rise to these types of costs being picked up by 

private companies that are not rate of return regulated utilities (where the costs would 

be passed on to ratepayers).  If an agreement can be reached on the dollar amount 

wind developers would contribute to cover the costs of the workshops, Wind on the 

Wires would expect the use of non-utility funding to be considered an extraordinary 

situation that would not be precedential or expected of private companies in future or 
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other workshops that address substantive matters related to the statutory 

responsibilities of a state agency.  Given acceptance of the foregoing, Wind on the 

Wires members would be open to discussing the opportunity to contribute funds for this 

endeavor though cannot commit to paying the entire cost at this time.   

Iberdrola also proposes that the workshops occur from January to May 2011. 

(Supplemental Comments @ 11, ¶3)  The statute sets forth a schedule for this hearing 

process with an order being approved around the first of the new year.  Prior to starting 

the workshops, the costs of the workshops need to be ascertained and an agreement 

reached on the amount of costs paid for by wind developers, other parties, the IPA and 

the ICC.  Therefore, Wind on the Wires would agree to this proposal provided that the 

workshops start immediately after the costs are defined and an agreement has been 

reached on the portion of costs wind developers would assume.  Wind on the Wires 

would anticipate this could be done within a month.  Wind on the Wires anticipates this 

condition would push the schedule back one month – with workshops starting in 

February and finishing in June.   

Iberdrola recommends that the drafting committee be appointed by the Facilitator 

and be comprised of only attorneys representing each stakeholder. (Supplemental 

Comments @ 12, ¶6)  Wind on the Wires supports this proposal under condition that 

not only attorneys but originators or other technical experts appointed by a stakeholder 

be allowed to contribute to the drafting of the template contract or report that will set 

forth model provisions or principles. 
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CONCLUSION 

 WHEREFORE, Wind on the Wires supports the proposal set forth in Iberdrola’s 

Supplemental Comments if there is the acceptance of three conditions: [a] that Wind on 

the Wires members cannot commit to paying the entire cost at this time; [b] that the 

workshops start immediately after the costs are defined and an agreement has been 

reached on the portion of costs wind developers would assume; and [c] that not only 

attorneys but originators, or other technical experts, appointed by a stakeholder be 

allowed to contribute to the drafting of the template contract or report that will set forth 

model provisions or principles. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
_____/s___________________ 
Sean R. Brady 
 
Regional Policy Manager  
Wind on the Wires 
858 West Armitage Avenue, 
Suite 239 
Chicago, IL 60614 
312.867.0609 
sbrady@windonthewires.org 
 

DATED:  November 16, 2010 
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