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 411 

Q. What was the cost of the Enbridge Distribution Project? 412 

A. The total cost incurred for work at Pontiac substation was $18.4 million.  An additional 413 

$576,000 was invested in the 34kV line extension to Enbridge.  The value of these assets, 414 

net of customer payments, is included in rate base.  415 

Q. Why was this project constructed? 416 

A. The new facilities were required to be built by ComEd in order to provide service to the 417 

customer by its in-service date of October 1, 2008.  The new facilities permitted the 418 

operation of significant new industrial motor load, prevented transformer overloads at 419 

Pontiac substation TSS 80, and prevented 34kV voltage regulation violations that 420 

otherwise would have been caused by the addition of the new motor load.   421 

The main reason for this project was that ComEd could not provide service to 422 

Enbridge’s proposed load while still maintaining adequate service to other customers 423 

served by the 34kV system.  The new transformers and related equipment at Pontiac TSS 424 

80 and the new 34kV distribution line extension provide the needed capacity at the 34kV 425 

level.  Together, they relieve the transformer overload at TSS 80 Pontiac substation, 426 

provide capacity for the customer’s new load addition, and protect the quality of service 427 

to other customers in the area. 428 
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Q. What alternatives did ComEd consider prior to commencing construction? 429 

A. The need to meet Enbridge’s additional load was identified through analysis of the 430 

customer’s load requirement utilizing standard planning methods.  Various alternatives 431 

were considered, including:  432 

 Install 60 MVA, 138/34kV transformer and associated circuit switcher, breaker, 433 

disconnects, bus work and relaying at a major Streator-area substation called 434 

“TSS 61”, and a new 17-mile 34kV line from the TSS 61 to the customer’s 435 

service location.  However, this theoretical solution was determined not to be 436 

feasible due to excessive voltage drop on the 34kV line. 437 

 Install a 150 MVA 345/138kV transformer instead of the 300 MVA transformer. 438 

This alternative was not selected because the 150 MVA transformer would be 439 

unique to the ComEd system.  As a result, there would be no spare available in 440 

case of a unit failure and maintenance of a separate class of 345/138kV 441 

transformer was not cost-effective. 442 

 Direct 138kV service was ruled out due to the customer’s timetable for adding the 443 

load.  There was insufficient time to obtain the necessary approvals from third 444 

parties and to acquire the necessary land rights.   445 

Q. Were these facilities installed solely to serve Enbridge? 446 

A. At this time they do.  The customer paid the deposit required under ComEd’s Rider DE - 447 

Distribution System Extensions and a nonrefundable Contribution in Aid of Construction 448 

(“CIAC”) payment under Rider NS – Nonstandard Services and Facilities to provide 449 

service for the new motor load.  The customer paid for the line extension and a prorated 450 
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portion of the substation work at Pontiac TSS80.  The value of the assets added to rate 451 

base does not include the portion paid for by the deposit and CIAC payment.  The Rider 452 

DE contract does allow ComEd the right to provide service to other customers, should a 453 

request be made. 454 

3. West Loop 138kV Project 455 

Q. What is the West Loop 138kV project? 456 

A. The West Loop 138kV project is system reinforcement that mitigates the impact of a 457 

complete outage of the Crosby Substation in the northern part of Chicago, which 458 

otherwise would have interrupted approximately 3,100 customers in the Chicago Central 459 

Business District.  The project included site investigation, property purchase, detailed 460 

engineering, project management, material, equipment, installation of the 138kV 461 

switchgear at West Loop substation, and connecting the new substation to Crosby, 462 

Clybourn and Ontario substations.  Pictures of the work appear below. 463 
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 464 

The benefits of the West Loop 138kV installation include improving the 465 

reliability of the Ontario and Clybourn Substations and reducing the dependency on the 466 

Crosby substation by reducing its megawatts at risk by 200.  467 

Q. Was the entire West Loop project distribution? 468 

A. No.  The 138kV distribution work was part of a larger project that also included 469 

transmission investment for which the Commission issued a CPCN.  Only a small portion 470 

of the overall project is properly functionalized as distribution and only that distribution 471 

portion is included in ComEd’s rate base.  The West Loop project was preliminarily 472 

classified entirely as transmission and was not included in ComEd’s distribution rate base 473 

during the 2007 Rate Case.  However, as a result of ComEd’s detailed review of the 474 

functionalization of recently installed plant, it was determined that three radial 138kV 475 

lines that were installed as a part of this project serve a distribution function.  These 476 

radial 138kV lines have accordingly been removed from the FERC-regulated 477 

transmission rate base and are now in distribution plant accounts included in rates 478 

regulated by this Commission. 479 

Q. What was the cost of the distribution portion of the West Loop Project? 480 


