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 369 

Q. What is the current status of this project? 370 

A. Although the facilities in place are used and useful now, additional work remains to be 371 

completed on Phase III of this project in 2011, principally the extension of a 138kV line 372 

from the Rutland tap to the Algonquin tap in order to provide a second source of 138kV 373 

supply backup to Huntley, Algonquin, Rutland, and Gilberts TDCs.  This work was also 374 

approved by the Commission in the CPCN for Phase 3.   375 

To give a clearer idea of the significance of this project, included below is a map 376 

which was provided to the Commission during the CPCN proceeding that shows the 377 

substations the project will ultimately supply or relieve and their respective service 378 

territories. 379 



Docket No. 10-____ 
ComEd Ex. 9.0 Rev. 

 Page 20 of 53 

 380 

Q. What is the total cost of assets now placed in service as part of Phase III of the 381 

Northwest Reliability Project? 382 

A. The total current cost of Phase III of the Northwest Reliability Project is $30.2 million. 383 

This sum is included in ComEd’s rate base.  ComEd will complete the remainder of 384 

Phase III and place those facilities into service later in 2011.      385 

Q. Why is Phase III necessary? 386 

A. As the Commission concluded when it awarded ComEd a CPCN for Phase III, these 387 

additional facilities are needed to reduce projected overloads at several substations and 388 
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pre-existing 34kV lines caused by projected load growth.  That need had also been 389 

anticipated by ComEd and other stakeholders at the time the first two phases were 390 

completed.   391 

Q. What alternatives did ComEd consider prior to seeking a CPCN for Phase III of the 392 

Northwest Reliability Project? 393 

A. ComEd considered expanding the existing 34kV system in the area, which would have 394 

involved building two new 138/34kV substations, three new 34/12kV substations, and 395 

eleven new 34kV lines totaling 102 circuit miles, along with necessary rights and 396 

easements to accommodate those lines.  ComEd determined that the plan to build the 397 

West Rutland TDC510 substation and the 138kV line extension was the most beneficial 398 

on the basis of costs, benefits, and service reliability.  The alternative was considered and 399 

rejected not only by ComEd, but by the Commission in connection with its consideration 400 

of the CPCN application. 401 

2. Enbridge 34kV Distribution  402 

Q. What is the Enbridge project? 403 

A. The Enbridge Project involved building a new 34kV line extension to support a new 404 

pipeline support facility and adding capacity to the existing Pontiac TSS 80 substation 405 

(TSS 80) that supplies that line.  Reinforcing Pontiac TSS 80 required the addition of a 406 

second 300 MVA 345/138kV transformer, a new 60 MVA 138/34kV transformer, and 407 

associated equipment.  The new 34kV distribution line extension consisted of extending a 408 

single circuit line approximately 10.5 miles from the existing TSS 80 Pontiac substation 409 

to the customer’s service location.  Illustrative pictures are included below. 410 


