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PETITION

Northern Illinois Gas Company d/b/a Nicor Gas Company (“Nicor Gas” or “Company”) 

respectfully requests that the Illinois Commerce Commission (the “Commission”) enter an Order 

consenting to and approving Nicor Gas’ proposed Energy Efficiency Program (“the Plan”) along 

with the accompanying new Rider 30, Energy Efficiency Plan Cost Recovery (“Rider EEP”) and 

related changes to Nicor Gas’ existing Rider 29, Energy Efficiency Plan (“Rider 29”).  

The Plan is incorporated into this Petition as part of the Direct Testimony of James J. 

Jerozal Jr. (Nicor Gas Ex. 1.0), as Nicor Gas Ex. 1.1.

The following tariff sheets are incorporated into this Petition as part of the Direct 

Testimony of Malcolm J. Quick (Nicor Gas Ex. 3.0), as Nicor Gas Ex. 3.1, 3.5 and 3.6.

4th Revised Sheet No. 1.5; Canceling 3rd Revised Sheet No. 1.5
4th Revised Sheet No. 82; Canceling 3rd Revised Sheet No. 82

2nd Revised Sheet No. 83
1st Revised Sheet No. 83.1
1st Revised Sheet No. 83.2
1st Revised Sheet No. 83.3
1st Revised Sheet No. 83.4
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As additional support for the approval of Nicor Gas energy efficiency plan, Nicor Gas is 

filing the Direct Testimony of Kevin Lawless (Nicor Gas Ex. 2.0), an expert in the preparation 

and execution of utility energy efficiency plans.

The filing of the proposed Plan, Rider 30 and related changes to Rider 29 is intended to 

comply with the Company’s obligations under: i) Section 8-104 of the Illinois Public Utilities 

Act (“the Act”), 220 ILCS 5/8-104, to file an energy efficiency plan with the Commission on or 

before October 1, 2010; and ii) Section 9-201 of the Act, 220 ILCS 5/9-201, to file changes to its 

tariff schedule.  In support of this Petition, Nicor Gas herein, respectfully represents:

1. Nicor Gas is an Illinois corporation with its General Office at 1844 Ferry Road, 

Naperville, DuPage County, Illinois 60563-9600.  It is engaged in the business of distributing 

and selling natural gas to about 2.2 million customers in the northern part of Illinois, and is a 

public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission pursuant to the Act.

2. Nicor Gas is filing this Petition as its initial response to the requirements of 

Section 8-104(f) of the Act, which provides the Commission authority to review and by order, 

either approve or disapprove the proposed Energy Efficiency Plan. 220 ILCS 5/8-104(f) 

Additionally, Section 8-104 details the parameters of an acceptable energy efficiency program.  

3. In addition to reviewing Nicor Gas’ proposed Plan, the Commission will, 

simultaneously, be considering the energy efficiency plan of Commonwealth Edison Company 

(“ComEd”).  While Section 8-104 contains no deadline for the Commission to enter an order 

regarding Nicor Gas’ proposed Plan, Section 8-103 of the Act establishes a 90 day period for the 

Commission to consider and either approve or disapprove ComEd’s proposed plan.

4. Several of Nicor Gas’ proposed energy efficiency programs are designed to work 

in conjunction with ComEd’s proposed programs.  Accordingly, Nicor Gas respectfully requests 
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that the Commission establish a schedule in this docket to correspond with a Commission 

decision in ComEd’s docket so that both utilities may implement the joint programs in a timely 

and coordinated manner.  

5. Moreover, Section 8-104(c) specifies that Nicor Gas must begin measuring 

energy efficiency savings as of June 1, 2011, with Plan years starting on June 1 of the current 

year and ending on May 31 of the next year.  Entry of an order in this docket on or before 

December 31, 2010 would greatly enhance Nicor Gas’ ability to implement all of its programs in 

a timely fashion to meet the June 1, 2011 start date.  It is Nicor Gas’ position that providing 

ample implementation time offers the greatest potential to meet the energy reduction goals as 

established in Section 8-104(c).

6. Recognizing that the Commission has a limited time to consider this filing, Nicor 

Gas is including as Attachment A to this Petition, a complete list of municipalities within which 

Nicor Gas provides service.  The list will allow the Commission’s Chief Clerk’s Office to 

expeditiously fulfill the notice requirements of Section 10-108 of the Act.

7. In compliance with Section 8-104(f), the Direct Testimony of Mr. Jerozal (Nicor 

Gas Ex. 1.0) includes discussions on:

a. The proposed energy efficiency measures being able to achieve the 

reductions in energy use specified in Section 8-104(c).

b. The proposals to implement new building and appliance standards that 

have been placed into effect.

c. The estimates of the total amount paid for gas service, expressed on a per 

therm basis, associated with the proposed measures to achieve the therm 

reduction goals.
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d. Nicor Gas’ coordination with the Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity (“DCEO”) on energy efficiency measures 

proportionate to the share of total annual utility revenues from households 

at or below 150 percent of the poverty level, and targeted to households 

with incomes at or below 80 percent of area medium income.

e. The overall portfolio of energy efficiency measures being cost-effective, 

using the total resource cost test and representing a diverse cross-section 

of opportunities to participate in the program for customers of all rate 

classes.

f. The Company’s proposed cost recovery tariff mechanism to fund the 

proposed measures and ensure the recovery of prudent and reasonable 

costs of Commission-approved programs.

g. The provision of quarterly status reports on the Company’s and DCEO’s 

implementation of and expenditure for the portfolio of measures.

8. In addition to the items specified above, it is Nicor Gas’ position that its proposed 

Plan and proposed Rider 30, Energy Efficiency Plan Cost Recovery, comply with all other 

requirements enumerated in Section 8-104, are just and reasonable, and should be approved.

9. Nicor Gas is also proposing related changes to its Rider 29, Energy Efficiency 

Plan (Nicor Gas Ex. 3.5) and changes to the Table of Contents of its tariff (Nicor Gas Ex. 3.6) to 

conform to the implementation of the proposed Plan and proposed Rider 30. 

WHEREFORE, Nicor Gas respectfully requests that this Commission enter an Order in 

accordance with Section 8-104 and Section 9-201 of the Act: (1) consenting to and approving 

Nicor Gas’ proposed Plan; (2) consenting to and approving Nicor Gas’ proposed Rider 30, 








