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I. Background 
 
 Integrys Energy Services-Natural Gas, LLC, (“TEGE LLC” or “Integrys”) filed a 
verified Application seeking certification as an Alternative Gas Supplier (an “AGS”) on 
February 24, 2010.  On April 7, 2010, this Commission entered an Order granting 
Integrys’ request.  On May 5, 2010, this Commission granted Integrys’ timely-filed 
Application for Rehearing.  Rehearing, however, was granted solely for the purpose of 
determining the propriety of two conclusions in the April 7, 2010 Order, which, 
essentially, required Integrys to not only adhere to certain provisions found in the AGS 
law, the law that governs AGS suppliers, but beyond that, ordered Integrys to refrain 
from certain activity that was not covered by the AGS law. 
 
 Because the meaning of provisions in the Public Utilities Act is a matter of 
statutory construction, the Administrative Law Judge determined that no evidentiary 
hearing was necessary and she set a briefing schedule.  Integrys filed its Brief on 
Rehearing on June 1, 2010.  Commission Staff (“Staff”) file a Responsive Brief on 
Rehearing on June 8, 2010.  On August 5, 2010, the Illinois Competitive Energy 
Association (the “ICEA”) was granted leave to intervene in this proceeding on August 5, 
2010.  On July 23, 2010, Staff and Integrys filed an agreed Settlement Order on 
rehearing, as well as a Joint Petition for approval of the settlement that is reflected in 
that order.  ICEA did not partake in the settlement, but, counsel for Integrys represents 
that ICEA has no opposition to the settlement or the agreed Settlement Order. 
 

II. The Issue Raised in the Application for Rehearing 

 
The Order granting Integrys AGS certification permitted Integrys to market to, 

and provide service to, small commercial customers and residential customers, as is 
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defined in the AGS law.
1
  In that vein, the Order quoted the two statutory definitions of 

the customers, to whom, an AGS may provide service.  (See, Order of April 7, 2010 at 
5, 6; 220 ILCS 5/19-105).  That Order also stated that Integrys may only market to, and 
provide service to, the persons or entities that fall within these two statutory definitions.  
(Order of April 7, 2010, at 7, 8). 

 
Specifically, the final Order granting Integrys a certificate of service authority 

contained the following language: 
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Integrys Energy Services – 
Natural Gas, LLC shall not market to, or service, any individual or entity 
that does not fit within the definitions of residential and small commercial 
customers found within 220 ILCS 5/19-105, as, it was previously noted, an 
AGS, statutorily, does not have the ability to exceed the boundaries of this 
statute, in terms of to whom, or what, it may provide service. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any attempt by Integrys Energy 

Services – Natural Gas, LLC to exceed the limits of its marketing 
parameters, in terms of to whom, or, to what, it can market, and also, what 
it can state in its marketing materials, any of which, following outside the 
laws delineated by the General Assembly, will be fully prosecuted by this 
Commission. 
 

(Order of April 7, 2010, at 8; see also p. 7).  
 
The issue on rehearing is whether these restrictions upon Integrys should 

remain.    
 

III. Settlement of Issues by Integrys and Staff 
 
Upon discussion by Integrys and Staff, the only two parties to this proceeding, 

they determined that they are in agreement regarding the issues raised on rehearing as 
to how the Order granting Integrys a certificate of service authority and the Certificate of 
Service Authority should be revised.  Integrys and Staff filed a joint petition for approval 
of their settlement on this issue and for the Commission to enter an Agreed Settlement 
Proposed Order on Rehearing.  Integrys and Staff rely upon Business and Professional 
People for the Public Interest v. Illinois Commerce Commission (“BPI”), 136 Ill. 2d 192, 
216-17 (1989) as giving the Commission authority to adopt a settlement that has 
unanimous support of the parties to a proceeding. 

 

IV. Commission Conclusion 
 
 The Commission agrees with Integrys and Staff that it has the authority to adopt 
their unanimous settlement under BPI.  Accordingly, the Commission grants Integrys’ 

                                                 
1
  These two classes of customers are the only types of customers mentioned in the AGS law.  (See, 220 ILCS 5/19-

105).    
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and Staff’s joint petition to approve their settlement and enter their Agreed Settlement 
Proposed Order on Rehearing. 
 
 Pursuant to the parties’ settlement, the Commission concludes that Integrys’ 
certificate granted in the Commission’s April 7, 2010 Order should be revised to read as 
follows: 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE AUTHORITY 
 

IT IS CERTIFIED that Integrys Energy Services – Natural Gas, 
LLC is granted service authority to operate as an Alternative Gas 
Supplier as follows: 
 
SERVICE TO BE PROVIDED: The sale of natural gas. 
 
CUSTOMERS TO BE SERVED: All eligible residential and small 
commercial customers. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS SERVED: The service areas of Nicor 
Gas Company, The Peoples Gas Light & Coke Company and 
North Shore Gas Company. 

 
 Further, the Commission hereby removes these limitations imposed in the 
language quoted above from its April 7, 2010 Order. 

 

Finding and Ordering Paragraphs 

 
The Commission, having reviewed the entire record, is of the opinion and finds 

that: 
 

(1) Integrys Energy Services – Natural Gas, LLC, (TEGE LLC) which is a 
limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of 
Delaware and is licensed to do business in the State of Illinois, has the 
authority to operate as an Alternative Gas Supplier pursuant to Section 
19-110 of the Act; 

(2) the Commission has subject-matter jurisdiction and jurisdiction over 
Integrys Energy Services – Natural Gas, LLC (TEGE LLC); 

(3) the facts recited herein and the conclusions reached in the prefatory 
portion of this Order are supported by the record and are hereby adopted 
as findings of fact; 

(4) the Commission grants the joint petition of Integrys Energy Services – 
Natural Gas, LLC (TEGE LLC) and Commission Staff for approval of their 
settlement and entry of their Agreed Settlement Proposed Order on 
Rehearing; 
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(5) the limitations in the Order that this Commission issued on April 7, 2010 in 
this docket that ordered Integrys to refrain from serving and/or marketing 
to customers that fall outside the definitions of small commercial 
customers or residential customers found within 220 ILCS 5/19-105 are 
hereby removed; 

(6) Integrys Energy Services – Natural Gas, LLC (TEGE LLC) is hereby 
granted a Certificate of Service Authority as set out above in Section IV of 
this Order and should thereafter comply with all of the applicable laws, 
Commission rules, and orders and any applicable amendments thereto. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Integrys Energy Services – Natural Gas, 
LLC (TEGE LLC) is hereby granted the Certificate of Service Authority that is set out in 
Section IV of this Order.   

 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Integrys Energy Services – Natural Gas, LLC 
(TEGE LLC) shall comply with all of the applicable laws, Commission rules, and orders, 
now in effect, and as hereafter amended. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, subject to the provisions of Section 10-113 of 
the Public Utilities Act, this Order is final; it is not subject to the Administrative Review 
Law. 
 
 By Order of the Commission this 10th day of August, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
      (SIGNED) MANUEL FLORES 
 
       Acting Chairman 
 


