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Q. Please state your name and business address. 1 

A. My name is Michael J. Meehan.  My business address is 1919 Swift Drive, Oak Brook, 2 

Illinois 60523. 3 

Q. Have you previously testified in this proceeding? 4 

A. Yes. My direct testimony is identified as ComEd Ex. 2.0. 5 

Q. What is the purpose of your rebuttal testimony? 6 

A. The purpose of my rebuttal testimony is two-fold.  First, I respond to an issue raised in 7 

the direct testimony of the City of Chicago (“City”) witness Antonia Ornelas.  In 8 

particular, I address Ms. Ornelas’ testimony concerning ComEd’s outage management 9 

system.  Second, I respond to the policy concerns related to the installation of service 10 

switches raised in the direct testimony of Citizens Utility Board (“CUB”) witness 11 

Christopher C. Thomas.  12 

ComEd’s Outage Management System 13 

Q. Do you agree with Ms. Ornelas statement that Smart Grid and advanced meters in 14 

particular can “improve reliability and reduce the length of outages?” (City Ex. 1.0 at 8-15 

9). 16 

A. Yes.  AMI and Smart Grid technologies can improve reliability and reduce the length of 17 

outages in several important ways.  Ms. Ornelas focuses on  the outage notification 18 

system, which is only one.  ComEd agrees that outage notification is an important 19 

advantage that AMI systems can offer.  Automated outage notification is an advanced 20 

application of AMI and Smart grid technologies that, while exciting, is currently not fully 21 

deployed anywhere in the United States.  Therefore, what ComEd needs to do during the 22 
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AMI Pilot is gather and study the data necessary to make a deployable system work.  In 23 

doing this we intend to employ and/or seek partnerships with firms currently developing 24 

state-of-art real-time data systems management focused on outage notification and 25 

response to accomplish our long-term objectives under full deployment.  Rather than 26 

requiring such a system be fully functional during the Pilot itself, the Commission should 27 

continue to support  the efforts of ComEd and municipalities including the City to pilot 28 

AMI technologies and work toward deployment of a functioning automated outage 29 

notification system in the next phase of ComEd’s AMI rollout.   30 

Q. Can ComEd still gather outage data even though meters were not deployed in an entire 31 

operating center? 32 

A. Yes.  As I stated in my direct testimony, the challenges presented by using a partial 33 

operating center will not affect ComEd’s ability to deploy the meters and analyze the 34 

data.  For the types of data that will be gathered, see the direct testimony of ComEd 35 

witness Mr. David B. Doherty (ComEd Ex. 6.0). 36 

Q. How do you respond to Ms. Ornelas’ alternative to modifying the outage management 37 

system, namely that ComEd employee(s) be assigned to monitor outage information 38 

provided by advanced meters so that the outage data can be inputted into the outage 39 

management system in a way that does not overload the program? 40 

A. It is simply not feasible to dedicate employees to monitor raw data from the AMI meters 41 

and enter it into the outage management system.  The purpose of the AMI Pilot is to 42 

obtain an understanding of the volume of data that needs to be turned into outage 43 

information.  Armed with this knowledge, we can then prepare meaningful estimates.   44 
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Q. What are some ways in which ComEd can notify customers with respect to outage 45 

information? 46 

A. Based on data from the AMI meters, ComEd may be able to notify customers that they 47 

do not have service either by phone, e-mail, or text message.  However, I note that this 48 

would require customers to actively participate in the AMI pilot.  Also, as I stated 49 

earlier, ComEd may be able to more efficiently dispatch crews and restore service.   50 

Installation of Service Switches 51 

Q. How do you respond to CUB witness Mr. Thomas’ policy concerns related to the 52 

installation of service switches in the meters to be deployed as part of the AMI pilot 53 

(CUB Ex. 1.0 at 18-19)? 54 

A. There is nothing about these switches that violates Part 280 of the Commission Rules 55 

(Title 83 of the Illinois Administrative Code).  These switches are simply a means of 56 

effecting reconnection, disconnection, and other changes in service.  If during the pilot 57 

program, ComEd disconnects services at vacant premises and for non-payment of services, 58 

it will do so in accordance with Article VIII. of the Public Utilities Act (220 ILCS 5/8-101 et 59 

seq) and the Commission’s rules (Title 83 Illinois Administrative Code Part 280) just as it 60 

does today.   61 

Q. Does this complete your rebuttal testimony? 62 

A. Yes.   63 






