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Notice of Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling  

 
 
Notice is hereby given of the Administrative Law Judge’s ruling on the “Motion to 

Strike Late-Filed Pleadings”, filed on behalf of Enbridge Pipelines (Illinois) “Enbridge 
Illinois.” Enbridge Illinois seeks to strike briefs on exceptions (“BOEs”) filed by various 
Intervenors for want of timely filing and/or service.  Affected Intervenors filed responses 
objecting to the motion. In some instances, Intervenors also filed after-the-fact motions 
to amend the scheduling so that their BOEs would be deemed timely served. 

 
With regard to the dispute at hand, it is first noted that some of the Intervenors’ 

BOEs were not served on other Parties by the deadline specified in the procedural 
ruling issued June 2, 2009.  Dates set forth in scheduling rulings, including deadlines for 
service on other Parties, are applicable to and binding on the Parties; such dates are 
not optional. If and to the extent any of the Intervenors are suggesting that such service 
deadlines are not applicable to them, those suggestions are unfounded and incorrect. 
Nor are parties automatically entitled to grace periods with respect to the deadlines set 
forth in scheduling rulings. 

 
Regarding the instant situation, consideration has been given to the length of the 

delays, any prejudice to Enbridge Illinois and others, the impact on the schedule, the 
consequences of granting the motion to strike, and other relevant considerations.  While 
failure to comply with procedural deadlines is not to be casually condoned, the 
consequences of granting the motion to strike, i.e. striking the BOEs, are too extensive, 
at least in the context of this docket, to warrant a granting of the motion.  Accordingly, 
the motion to strike is denied. The BOEs will be deemed on file and before the 
Commission for its consideration.  

 
The ruling is concluded. 
 
   
 


