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STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMERCE COMMISSION 

 
Illinois Commerce Commission   )  
On its Own Motion               )  
      )  
      )  Docket No. 08-0481 
Standards for certain electric   )  
interconnection that is not subject             )  
to 83 Ill. Adm. Code 466 or other rules.  )  
 
 

INITIAL COMMENTS OF MIDAMERICAN ENERGY COMPANY 
 
 Comes Now, MidAmerican Energy Company (“MidAmerican”), and submits its initial 

comments regarding the Staff Report filed in this docket on January 9, 2009.  

 1. This proceeding involves the development of new Part 467 of the Commission’s 

administrative rules to provide standardized procedures for the interconnection of distributed 

generation greater than 10 MVA that does not fall under the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission’s (“FERC”) jurisdiction.  Staff has proposed Part 467 to address these 

interconnections. In general, MidAmerican supports Staff’s report.  MidAmerican believes, 

however, that proposed Part 467 should be revised (1) so that electric transmission impacts of 

generators proposing to interconnect at distribution voltages are fully addressed, including their 

identification, mitigation, and the cost responsibility for potential impacts to the electric 

transmission system and (2) to permit consideration of higher-queue-dated projects proposing to 

interconnect under the FERC jurisdictional queue and other state distribution queues.  More 

specificity in the proposed rules is required in order to clearly conform to the reliability 

requirements developed by the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (“NERC”) and 

adopted and enforced by FERC.  MidAmerican proposes herein modifications to the proposed 
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rule to allow the flexibility to study potential impacts to the electric transmission system with all 

higher queued projects considered, regardless of interconnection jurisdiction. 

 2. Proposed Part 467 has no size limit for generators interconnecting under the rule; 

therefore, a relatively large generating plant will use these procedures to interconnect to 

MidAmerican Energy’s electric distribution system.  It is very possible for a generator proposing 

to interconnect to MidAmerican Energy’s electric distribution system to impact the electric 

transmission system.  This risk increases as the capacity of the proposed generator increases.   

 3. The language proposed in Part 467 does not clearly address electric transmission 

system reliability issues caused by such a distribution interconnection.  Section 467.70, 

Interconnection Review Procedures, sets forth guidelines for all required interconnection studies.  

Section 467.70(e)(1) addresses feasibility studies and proposed Section 467.70(e)(2) addresses 

interconnection system impact studies.  Both provisions should clearly permit transmission 

system impacts to be included in the analyses.  Section 467.70(e)(2), system impact studies, 

states the following: 

(2) An interconnection system impact study evaluates the impact of the proposed 
interconnection on both the safety and reliability of the EDC’s electric 
distribution system. The study identifies and details the system impacts that 
interconnecting a new or revising an existing distributed generation facility to the 
distribution system would have on the electric distribution system if there are no 
distribution upgrades. 
 

(A) A distribution interconnection system impact study shall be 
performed when a potential adverse system impact is identified in 
the interconnection feasibility study. The interconnection system 
impact study shall include pertinent elements from among the 
following:…[Emphasis supplied] 

These provisions appear to limit the scope of the impacts studied to those affecting an electric 

distribution company’s electric distribution system. The proposed definition of “electric 
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distribution system in Section 467.20 is limited to equipment with voltage levels of less than 100 

kV: 

The facilities and equipment owned and operated by the EDC and used to 
transmit electricity to ultimate usage points such as homes and industries from the 
electric transmission system. The voltage levels at which electric distribution 
systems operate differ among areas but generally operate at less than 100 
kilovolts of electricity.  [Emphasis supplied]. 

The proposed rules go on to require the system impact study to consider “identification of 

affected systems” and “alternatives for mitigating adverse system impacts on affected systems” 

at 467.20(e)(2)(A)(ii) and (x), respectively.  However, neither of these  clearly allows 

consideration of all transmission impacts.  An “adverse system impact” is defined as 

a negative effect that compromises the safety or reliability of the electric 
distribution or transmission systems or materially affects the quality of electric 
service provided by the electric distribution company (EDC) to other customers. 
 

An “affected system” does not clearly include transmission system that is owned by the EDC: 

An electric system not owned or operated by the electric distribution 
company reviewing the interconnection request that could suffer an adverse 
system impact from the proposed interconnection. [Emphasis supplied]  
 

Neither definition explicitly includes all transmission system impacts.  An affected system does 

not seem to include a transmission system owned and operated by the EDC.  An “adverse 

impact” would have to “compromise” the transmission system or “materially” affect the 

distribution system.  To ensure that all transmission system impacts are covered, MidAmerican 

would suggest the Commission (1) clarify that the EDC’s electric transmission system is an 

affected system and (2) consider adding a specific study item to both 467.70(e)(1) and (e)(2) 

requiring the feasibility and system impact studies to address “transmission system impacts” to 

make it clear that under all circumstances these impacts must be addressed on distribution system 

interconnections.  
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 4. The proposed rules do not contain a definition of the electric transmission system. 

MidAmerican would suggest the following addition to proposed Section 467.20, which is 

consistent with the FERC definition: 

The facilities owned, controlled or operated by the Transmission Provider that are 
used to provide transmission service under the tariff through which open access 
transmission service and interconnection service are offered, as filed with FERC, 
and as amended or supplemented from time to time, or any successor tariff.  The 
voltage levels at which electric transmission systems operate differ among areas 
but generally operate at voltages 100 kilovolts and greater. 

 5, Part 467 should also address cost responsibility for any transmission system 

upgrades brought about by the impacts of distribution system interconnections. Proposed Section 

467.70(e)(3) addresses the determination of the “interconnection facilities” and “distribution 

upgrades” that will need to be constructed to accommodate the interconnection, but nowhere in 

that rule is there any recognition that these costs may include transmission facilities.  

MidAmerican believes it is the responsibility of the interconnection customer to contact the 

appropriate transmission provider with regard to any identified electric transmission constraints 

appearing from the studies conducted under this Part. It is then the transmission provider’s 

responsibility to enter into an interconnection facilities study agreement with the interconnection 

customer.  Nevertheless, Part 467 should identify these steps in the interconnection facilities 

study section.  To mesh the distribution and transmission impacts, MidAmerican suggests in 

addition to the definition of “Electric Transmission System” addressed in Paragraph 4, new 

definitions of  Transmission Provider” and “Transmission Upgrade” be added to Section 467.20: 

Definitions.  Also, the impact of the interconnection on transmission should be clearly reflected 

by adding “transmission upgrade” to Section 467.70(e)(3) addressing the interconnection 

facilities study. Proposed definitions of “Transmission Provider” and “Transmission Upgrade” 

are set forth below:  
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“Transmission Provider” means the public utility (or its designated agent) that 
owns, controls, or operates transmission or distribution facilities used for the 
transmission of electricity in interstate commerce and provides transmission 
service under the tariff through which open access transmission service and 
interconnection service are offered, as filed with FERC, and as amended or 
supplemented from time to time, or any successor tariff. 
 

“Transmission upgrade” means a required addition or modification to the electric 
transmission system to accommodate the interconnection of the distributed 
generation facility. Transmission upgrades do not include interconnection 
facilities. 
 

 6. MidAmerican is also concerned that proposed Part 467 appears to create a unique 

distribution queue and does not allow utilities to consider other higher queue-dated projects from 

the FERC jurisdictional queue or other state distribution queues for study purposes.  

MidAmerican feels this is fundamentally incorrect and could lead to NERC reliability criteria 

violations on the electric transmission system.  MidAmerican Energy understands that Staff is 

proposing rules that respect the jurisdictional bounds of its authority that do not overlap with 

FERC jurisdictional or other state interconnection projects.  However, the impacts of a generator 

on a power system are governed by the laws of physics without regard for interconnection 

jurisdiction.  MidAmerican’s large generator interconnection queue (FERC jurisdictional) has 

many projects proposing to interconnect to MidAmerican’s 69 kV or higher electric system.  

Most of these interconnection projects are subject to FERC’s jurisdiction as they are used to 

make wholesale sales of power and energy.  When a reasonably sized interconnection project is 

proposed to interconnect to MidAmerican’s electric distribution system under Part 467, 

MidAmerican must determine both distribution and transmission system impacts of the project.  

This requires for MidAmerican to conduct steady state power flow, short-circuit, and dynamic 
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stability analysis with all higher-queued projects, including  any  in the “local” area, whether 

they fall under either the Part 467 interconnection queue, another state interconnection queue or 

the FERC interconnection queue.  It would be impossible for MidAmerican to adequately 

identify the level of impact a generator has without considering all generation interconnection 

projects regardless of queue jurisdiction.  Less than full consideration of all projects could lead to 

unidentified system constraints and possible NERC reliability criteria violations in both planning 

and real-time operations.  Transmission Providers are obligated to abide by the NERC reliability 

criteria and violations carry with them potential fines.  Proposed Section 467.70 should be 

modified to add a provision that explicitly recognizes that the studies and analyses conducted 

thereunder consider higher queue-dated projects proposing to interconnect under the FERC 

jurisdictional and other state interconnection queues.   

 MidAmerican would suggest that appropriate recognition of the need to fully evaluate all 

interconnection requests could be achieved by adding an explicit reference in Section 467.70(e) 

to define the scope of interconnection studies as including interconnection requests in all queues, 

including the Illinois distribution queue, the electric distribution company’s transmission queue 

and any other state distribution queues administered by the electric distribution company.  

Alternatively, the definition of “adverse system impact” in Section 467.20 could be modified to 

provide clear consideration of all higher-queued projects, regardless of queues:  

“Adverse system impact” means a negative effect that compromises the safety or 
reliability of the electric distribution or transmission systems or materially affects 
the quality of electric service provided by the electric distribution company 
(EDC) to other customers.  An adverse system impact shall take into 
consideration all higher queued requests in all of the EDC’s interconnection 
queues, whether transmission, distribution subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Commission, or subject to the jurisdiction of another state regulatory 
authority.  
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 WHEREFORE, MidAmerican Energy Company respectfully requests the Illinois 

Commerce Commission give these comments due consideration as it develops rules in this 

docket.   

 DATED this 13th day of February, 2009.   

      Respectfully submitted,  

      MidAmerican Energy Company  

      BY:__________________________________ 

       Suzan M. Stewart 

       401 Douglas Street 

       P.O. Box 778 

       Sioux City, IA 51102 

       (712) 277-7587 

       smstewart@midamerican.com 

 

        

      

 

 


