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The American Wind Energy Association (“AWEA”), Wind on the Wires (“WOW”), Horizon Wind Energy LLC 

(“Horizon”), Iberdrola Renewables, Inc. (“Iberdrola”), Invenergy Wind LLC (“Invenergy”), OwnEnergy, Inc. 

(“OwnEnergy”), and the Wind Capital Group (“Wind Capital”) (collectively, “Wind Parties”) submit these joint 

comments pursuant to the Administrative Law Judge’s procedural rulings on September 4, 2008.   Our comments 

focus solely on the proposed renewable energy portfolio section of the Illinois Power Agency’s (“IPA”) Draft Initial 

Power Procurement Plan (“the Draft Plan”).  The Wind Parties submit these comments in support of certain sections 

of the Joint Comments of the People of the State of Illinois, et al. (which were filed in this docket), regarding 

recommended modifications to the Draft Plan that will reduce costs to consumers and promote investment in 

renewable energy resources. 

I. Interests of the Wind Parties 

AWEA is the national trade association representing wind power project developers, equipment suppliers, service 

providers, parts manufacturers, utilities, researchers, and others involved in the wind industry.  AWEA currently 

serves more than 1,500 members.   

WOW serves as the Midwest regional partner of AWEA.  WOW is comprised of wind developers, environmental 

organizations, wind energy experts, tribal representatives, clean energy advocates, and businesses providing goods and 



services to the wind industry.  WOW’s mission is to advocate policies and practices in the Midwest that encourage 

wind energy development and ensure the delivery of wind power to market. 

Horizon, through its subsidiaries, develops, owns, and operates large-scale wind generation facilities throughout 

the United States.  Based in Houston with ten regional offices, Horizon is directly owned by EDP Renováveis, the 

fourth largest wind energy producer in the world by installed capacity.  

Iberdrola is a non-transmission owning public utility engaged, directly and through its subsidiaries and affiliates, 

in the nationwide development of, and marketing of, electricity from wind, solar and thermal energy facilities.  

Iberdrola is also engaged in natural gas marketing, storage and hub services, and in providing other energy related 

services. 

Chicago based Invenergy is a clean energy company focused on the development, ownership, operation and 

management of large-scale wind electricity generation assets in North American and European markets.  Invenergy 

serves a wide range of utilities, load serving entities, energy merchants, and industrial customers.  

OwnEnergy is a developer of locally owned renewable power systems.  OwnEnergy jointly develops wind power 

projects with local partners, providing an alternative to the traditional option / lease-based wind development model.  

Through this approach, OwnEnergy’s local partners, often landowners themselves, help to drive the development 

process and maintain partial ownership in a project.   

Wind Capital builds wind farms with a project strategy that focuses on community involvement, partnering with 

farmers to develop the diversified income provided by wind energy production.  

II. Comments 

The Wind Parties strongly support the following sections of the Joint Comments of the People of the State of 

Illinois, et al.:  (1) Section I (“The quantity of renewable energy resources to be procured in 2009 must be clarified to 

ensure compliance with the Renewable Portfolio Standard.”);  (2) Section II (“Relying exclusively on one-year REC 

contracts will result in artificially high prices for consumers.”); and (3) Section III (“Allowing long-term REC 

contracts to compete with short-term REC contracts during the 2009 procurement cycle is feasible, lawful and would 

save money for consumers.”).  With respect to Section IV (“The IPA and ICC should establish benchmarks to reject 



high-priced bids designed to exploit the statutory preference for in-state renewable energy resources.”), we do not 

support, at this point, the Joint Comments of the People of the State of Illinois, et al.’s request that the IPA and ICC 

establish benchmarks for the Illinois Power Agency’s 2009 Procurement Plan.  Even though the Wind Parties note that 

benchmarking is a common regulatory tool used to determine prudency and can be effective in some circumstances, 

we do not currently have sufficient information regarding how the proposed benchmark would be defined or 

implemented to take a position with respect to this aspect of the Draft Plan.   
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