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Notice of Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling 

Notice is hereby given that the Administrative Law Judge has completed a 

preliminary review of the application filed by Progressive Energy Group, LLC 

(“Applicant” or “Progressive”) in Docket No. 08-0478, and hereby rules that a verified 

response, containing the information and clarifications described below, shall be filed 

with the Commission. 

If filed electronically, this verified response shall be filed with the Chief Clerk of 

the Commission on or before August 27, 2008. If the filing is made by non-electronic 

means, then August 27, 2008 is a mailing date.  Applicant shall serve a copy of its 

response on the Administrative Law Judge (syoder@icc.illinois.gov) and on Mr. Steve 

Hickey of the Commission (shickey@ icc.illinois.gov).  For purposes of doing so, August 

27, 2008 is a receipt or “in hand” date, not later than 5:00 P.M., by electronic mail, Fax 

(217-524-8928) or otherwise. 

 

Subsection 551.30(a) 

Section 551.30(a) requires that Applicant publish notice of its application for 

certification in the Official State Newspaper within 10 days following its filing, and file 

proof of the publication with the Clerk of the Commission.  In paragraph 8 of the 

application, Applicant states that it intends to comply with this requirement and provide 

proof of publication to the Commission.  Progressive is directed to provide proof of 

publication pursuant to Section 451.30(a). 

 

Section 551.50 License or Permit Bond Requirements  

Section 551.50 provides as follows:  

a)        The applicant shall execute and maintain a license or permit 

bond issued by a qualifying surety or insurance company 

authorized to transact business in the State of Illinois in favor 

of the People of the State of Illinois. The amount of the bond 

shall equal $150,000. The bond shall be conditioned upon 

the full and faithful performance of all duties and obligations 

of the applicant as an AGS and shall be valid for a period of 

not less than one year. The cost of the bond shall be paid by 



the applicant. The applicant shall file this bond as part of its 

application for certification.  

The Applicant is directed to submit an original license or permit bond in this 
proceeding pursuant to Section 551.50, rather than a copy.  Additionally, the bond 
submitted pursuant to Section 551.50 indicates the principal is Progressive Energy 
Group, Inc.  Progressive is directed to explain the relationship between Progressive 
Energy Group, LLC and Progressive Energy Group, Inc., or provide a corrected bond. 
 

Section 551.80 Financial Qualifications 

 Section 551.80 provides that: 

a) The applicant provides a copy of a Dun & Bradstreet Business 

Information Report that demonstrates, at a minimum, that the 

applicant has a Composite Credit Appraisal of "3" or lower and a 

PAYDEX score of "70" or higher. If the applicant does not have a 

Dun & Bradstreet Composite Credit Appraisal, the applicant 

provides a copy of an Experian Small Business Intelliscore report 

that demonstrates, at a minimum, that the applicant has an 

Intelliscore of "63" or higher. At the time of application for 

certification, the report shall be no more than 30 days old.  

 Applicant has provided only a single page of the multipage Experian Small 

Business Intelliscore report.  Applicant is directed to file the entire Experian Small 

Business Intelliscore report. 

 Section 551.80 requires Applicant to provide a copy of a Dun & Bradstreet 

Business Information Report that demonstrates, at a minimum, that the applicant has a 

PAYDEX score of "70" or higher.  Applicant is direct to provide a copy of the required 

Dun & Bradstreet Business Information Report.  In addition, it is assumed that, 

consistent with the language in Section 551.80, Applicant does not have a Dun & 

Bradstreet Composite Credit Appraisal and is using the Experian Small Business 

Intelliscore in its place.  

Section 551.90  Technical Qualifications 

 Sections 551.90 (b), (c), and (d) require Applicant to show that it’s employees 

meet certain technical requirements.   The qualifications listed on Attachment F for the 

two individuals to meet the technical requirements does not specify explicitly that the 

individuals have “four years natural gas sales experience and two years experience 

working with the rules and practices established by the North American Energy 

Standards Board or its successor.”   



 

Applicant is directed to clearly explain how many years of experience they have in each 

of the required categories. 

Section 551.100  Managerial Qualifications 

 Section 551.100 requires Applicant to demonstrate that at least two employees in 

management positions have 4 years of management experience and 4 years of natural 

gas sales experience.   

 Applicant claims that both technical requirements and managerial capabilities are 

shown to have been met by Attachment F, however, it is not clear that either of these 

individuals meets these criteria. Applicant is directed to clearly explain how many years 

of experience each employee has for each of the required categories.   

Miscellaneous 

 The last paragraph in the application requests authority to serve only residential 

customers, but the body of the application requests authority to serve both residential 

and small commercial.  Applicant is directed to clarify what authority it is seeking. 

 Paragraph 2 of the application states that Applicant does not conduct business 

under any other names; however, the Illinois Secretary of State suggests that Applicant 

may conduct business under the following names: 

THE CONSERVATION COMPANY A PROGRESSIVE ENERGY GROUP 
THE GAS COMPANY A PROGRESSIVE ENERGY GROUP 
THE GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY 
GETOFFOIL.COM 
DITCHCARBON.COM 
PROGRESSIVE ENERGY GROUP 
PROSPECTIVE LLC 
THE ELECTRIC COMPANY 
THE PROTECTION COMPANY 
 
 Please explain and clarify the names under which Applicant conducts business in 

the State of Illinois.  Additionally, to the extent Applicant conducts business under other 

names that are different in nature than buying and selling natural gas, fully explain the 

nature of all such different businesses.   


