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REPLY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS TO THE RESPONSE OF 

PEOPLES GAS LIGHT & COKE COMPANY AND NORTH SHORE GAS 
COMPANY TO THE PEOPLE’S MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE 

TRANSCRIPTS OF COMMISSION OPEN MEETINGS 
 
 The People of the State of Illinois (“the People”), through Lisa Madigan, Attorney 

General of the State of Illinois (“the People”), pursuant to Part 200.190 of the Illinois 

Commerce Commission’s Rules of Practice (83 Ill.Admin.Code 200.190),  hereby reply 

to the “Response of the Peoples Gas Light & Coke Company and North Shore Gas 

Company (“the Companies”) to the People’s Motion for Leave to File Instanter 

Transcripts of the Commission’s Open Meetings.”   

 Although the Companies state that they do not oppose the Motion in principle, 

they condition their non-opposition on four alleged requirements:  1) that the transcripts 

must be supported by the required affidavit from the Sullivan Reporting Company court 

reporters; 2) that the transcripts should be subject to the normal corrections process for 

transcription errors provided for under 83 Ill.Admin.Code Part 220.580; 3) that the 

portions of the transcripts that do not concern these dockets should be removed; and 4) 

any approval of the Motion should be subject to inclusion in the record of the 



Commission’s bench session of March 26, 2008, if it was transcribed or otherwise 

recorded.  Companies’ Response at 1-2. 

 As for the Companies first condition, the affidavits that were filed with the 

Clerk’s office on March 28, 2008 did include the requisite court reporter affidavits.
1
  

Prior to filing the Motion at issue, the undersigned counsel for the People contacted 

Sullivan’s, having noticed that affidavits were missing from the transcripts of the the 

January 29, 2008 and January 30, 2008 Commission Open Meetings.  The reporter who 

transcribed the proceedings, Ms. Carla Boehl, indicated that she had mistakenly omitted 

the affidavits from the transcripts, and then faxed the requisite affidavits to our office.  

Those affidavits, as stated above, were attached to the transcripts filed with the Clerk’s 

Office. 

 With respect to the Companies’ position that “the transcripts should be subject to 

the normal corrections process” envisioned under the Commission’s rules, the People 

concur.  Any party wishing to suggest corrections to the transcript is obviously free to do 

so under Part 200.580 of the Commission’s Rules.     

 The Companies’ third condition to their non-opposition -- that “the portions of 

these transcripts that do not concern these matters should be removed” (Response at 2) – 

is an unnecessary requirement for inclusion of the transcripts in the record.  Any 

appellate court reviewing the transcripts can easily discern from the transcript when the 

Commission’s Open Meeting discussion addressed other dockets.  See, e.g., Tr. 4, 31.  

                                                 
1 The Companies assert in their Response that the transcripts in question were not attached to the Motion 

and not filed on e-Docket.  These assertions are incorrect.  First, the People mailed the transcripts to the 

Clerk’s office on the same day as the Motion was filed after consulting with an ICC clerk in Springfield 

who indicated the transcripts could either be be mailed as hard copies or downloaded and filed on e-Docket 

with the Motion.  Elizabeth Rolondo then contacted the undersigned to indicate that she wanted to re-file a 

a copy of the March 25, 2008 Motion to accompany the transcripts, which the Clerk’s Office apparently 

downloaded for inclusion on e-Docket, all of which she characterized as an “Errata” filing.       



Requiring the People to re-file the transcripts just to omit pages that are clearly identified 

as pertaining to other dockets is burdensome and unnecessary.  Moreover, transcripts that 

include omitted portions of the meeting may be confusing to any Court that may review 

the transcripts.  

 Finally, the Companies request as a fourth condition to their non-opposition that 

any approval of the Motion should be subject to inclusion in the record of the 

Commission’s bench session of March 26, 2008, if it was transcribed or otherwise 

recorded.  Companies’ Response at 2.  The People have no objection to the inclusion in 

the record of a proper transcription of the March 26, 2008 Open Meeting.  However, the 

People are unaware that such a transcript, or any other type of recording of the March 26, 

2008 meeting that could be transcribed, exists.  The Companies have made no assertion 

that the three transcripts the People seek to include in the record should not be included 

because of the failure of any party to hire a court reporter for the March 26, 2008 Open 

Meeting.     

 As the People noted in their Motion, inclusion in the record of this docket of the 

transcripts of the Commission’s discussions and deliberations of their February 5, Order, 

is consistent with Section 10-35 of the Administrative Procedure Act, which provides:  

“Oral proceedings or any part thereof shall be recorded stenographically or by other 

means that will adequately insure the preservation of the testimony or oral proceedings 

and shall be transcribed on the request of any party.”  5 ILCS 100/10-35(b).  Moreover,  

inclusion in the record of this docket of the transcripts of these discussions and 

deliberations will assist any appellate court in evaluating the Commission’s Final Order 

in this proceeding and the procedural process employed to reach that Final Order. 



 WHEREFORE, The People of the State of Illinois respectfully request that the 

Commission permit the inclusion of the aforementioned transcripts in the Record of this 

case. 
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