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Notice of Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Administrative Law Judge has completed a 

preliminary review of the application filed by FirstEnergy Solutions Corp. (“Applicant” or 

“FirstEnergy”) in Docket No. 08-0142, and hereby rules that a verified response, 

containing the information and clarifications described below, shall be filed with the 

Commission. 

 

If filed electronically, this verified response shall be filed with the Chief Clerk of 

the Commission on or before March 10, 2008. If the filing is made by non-electronic 

means, then March 10, 2008 is a mailing date.  Applicant shall serve a copy of its 

response on the Administrative Law Judge (syoder@icc.illinois.gov) and on Mr. Steve 

Hickey of the Commission (shickey@ icc.illinois.gov).  For purposes of doing so, March 

10, 2008 is a receipt or “in hand” date, not later than 5:00 P.M., by electronic mail, Fax 

(217-524-8928) or otherwise. 

 

Subsection 451.30(a) 

 

Section 451.30(a) requires that FirstEnergy publish notice of its application for 

certification in the Official State Newspaper within 10 days following its filing, and file 

proof of the publication with the Clerk of the Commission.  In the application, 

FirstEnergy states that it intends to comply with this requirement and provide proof of 

publication to the Commission.  FirstEnergy is directed to provide proof of publication 

pursuant to Section 451.30(a). 

 

Section 451.320(a)(1)  Financial Qualifications 

 
a)         An applicant shall be deemed to possess sufficient financial resources to 

be certified as an ARES able to serve all retail customers if it meets any of 
the following criteria:  
  
1)        The applicant maintains at least one of the following commercial 

paper ratings: A-2 or higher from Standard & Poor's or its 
successor, P-2 or higher from Moody's Investors Service or its 
successor, or F-2 or higher from Fitch Ratings or its successor; or 
at least one of the following long-term credit ratings: BBB- or higher 
from Standard & Poor's or its successor, Baa3 or higher from 
Moody's Investors Service or its successor, or BBB- or higher from 



Fitch Ratings or its successor. The applicant shall provide with its 
application a copy of the ratings agency reports that present the 
ratings of the applicant.  

 

 The Applicant submitted a copy of a Standard & Poor’s report dated March 26, 

2007.  It appears that a more recent Standard & Poor's report is currently available; 

therefore, Applicant is directed to submit the most recent copy of the rating agency 

report that presents the current rating of the applicant pursuant to Section 

451.320(a)(1). 


