
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:    Chairman Charles E. Box 
    Commissioner Lula Ford 
    Commissioner Erin O’Connell-Diaz 
    Commissioner Robert Lieberman 
    Commissioner Sherman Elliott 
 
FROM:   Eve Moran and David Gilbert, 
    Administrative Law Judges 
 
DATE:    January 4, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: North Shore Gas and The Peoples Gas Light and Coke 

Company 
 

Proposed general increase in rates for delivery service. 
(Tariffs filed on August 31, 2005) 

 
RE: Docket 07-0241&0242 

 
Notice of Request for Oral Argument 

 
On December 19, 2007, and pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.850, the People 

of the State of Illinois, by and through the Attorney General (“AG”) filed a Motion for Oral 
Argument (“Motion”).  The Motion notes that Peoples Gas Light & Coke Company 
(“PGL”) and North Shore Gas Company (“NS”) (collectively the “Utilities”), have each 
filed for rate increase and that the Utilities are proposing “unorthodox” rider recovery for 
a number of different items.  The Motion also mentions the effects of Utilities’ rate 
design proposals.  The Motion asserts that oral argument will assist the Commission in 
the determination of such precedent-setting issues.  
 

On January 2, 2008, the Utilities filed a formal Response to the AG’s motion, stating 
that:  

 
1. The Motion is incomplete in its discussion of selected issues; 

2. The Motion is unclear as to the exact issues to be argued. 

3. The Motion fails to propose a schedule or structure for the oral argument. 

If the Commission were to hold oral argument in the case, and if it were to 
specify the issues to be addressed, the Utilities request that the issues of rate of return 
on common equity and the calculation of cash working capital be included. 
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Section 200.850 of the Rules of Practice provides that, on its own motion, or on 
the motion of a party, the Commission ”may hear oral argument upon seven (7) days 
notice to the parties of the time and place.” 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.850.  Given that a 
Final Order in this case must be entered on February 5, 2008, time is of the essence.  If 
oral argument is approved, the Commission must act quickly to give notice of the date, 
time and scope of the issues. 
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