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DIRECT TESTIMONY OF STEPHEN HAZELL 

Illinois Commerce Commission Docket Number 07-0446 

 

I.   QUALIFICATIONS AND INTRODUCTION 

Q1: Please state your name and employment 

 My name is Stephen Hazell.  I am currently the Executive Director of Sierra Club 

of Canada.  

Q2. What is the Sierra Club of Canada? 

Sierra Club of Canada is a national non-profit organization that has been active in 

Canada since 1963.  It currently has approximately 15,000 members and supporters.  The 

mission of Sierra Club of Canada is to develop a diverse, well-trained grassroots network 

working to protect the integrity of our global ecosystems.  Sierra Club of Canada focuses 

its efforts on five overriding threats: loss of animal and plant species; deterioration of the 

planet’s oceans and atmosphere; the ever-growing presence of toxic chemicals in all 

living things; destruction of our remaining wilderness; and spiraling population growth 

and over-consumption.   

Q3: What is the purpose of your testimony in this matter? 

I would like to comment on behalf of the Sierra Club of Canada regarding the 

adverse environmental effects this proposed project will have including the mining of tar 

sands and the production of bitumen from this process. 

Q4: Have you prepared an affidavit consistent with Canadian laws establishing 

your testimony as relates to this matter? 

Yes I have prepared a sworn affidavit and it is attached hereto.  
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Q5: Is it your intention and desire to incorporate your affidavit into your 

testimony regarding this matter? 

Yes, that is my intention. I would like my attached affidavit and the information 

contained therein to be part of my testimony. 

Q6: Is the information contained in your affidavit true and correct to the best of 

your belief and knowledge? 

 Yes it is. 

Q7: Is it your opinion and belief that the mining of Canadian tar sands will have 

significant adverse effects on the environment? 

Yes. The Sierra Club of Canada believes, and I believe, there are major adverse 

environmental consequences occurring from the mining of these Canadian tar sands. 

These adverse environmental effects are now being seen not only in Canada, but also 

very clearly in the United States, North America and throughout the world.  

Q8: Will the proposed project have an adverse impact on citizens of Illinois? 

 Illinois citizens will be adversely impacted by this project. As mentioned in my 

affidavit, the immense production of green house gases will most certainly have a 

negative consequence for all Illinois citizens, as well as everyone in the world. 

Essentially everyone lives “downstream” of a project like the one now being proposed by 

Enbridge in this matter. 

Q9: Is it your understanding that the pipeline being proposed will transport a 

petroleum by-product obtained from the mining of Canadian tar sands? 

 Yes. It is my understanding the proposed pipeline will carry a by-product 

obtained from the mining of Canadian tar sands. While there could be a very small 

amount of traditional Canadian crude oil transported in the proposed pipeline, it is my 
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understanding the greatest majority of the product will be by-product produced from 

mining tar sands and thereafter upgrading that by-product into a substance that can flow 

though the pipe. 

Q10: Is it your understanding that by far, the greatest majority of the product in 

the proposed pipeline would come from Canadian tar sands? 

 Yes, that is my understanding. 

Q11: Does the Sierra Club of Canada believe the proposed Southern Access 

Expansion proposed in this matter is necessary, needed, or in the best interest of the 

public. 

 No. For the reasons outlined in my affidavit, the Sierra Club of Canada believes 

the well-known negative environmental aspects caused by mining the Canadian tar sands 

far outweigh any perceived benefits of this project. 

Q12: Are you aware that Enbridge has submitted materials in support of the 

project. 

 Yes, I am aware of that support. I would like to comment on that issue. The issue 

of energy production, fossil fuels, and the mining of tar sands is an extremely political 

topic. It is not at all unusual to see various for-profit corporations with a profit motive in 

mind propose certain projects. It is also not unusual to see various political factions with 

differing political agendas, support or oppose certain proposals. The Sierra Club of 

Canada remains committed to the environment. It is not bound by the requirements often 

imposed upon for-profit companies by shareholders desiring financial profits. Similarly, 

the Sierra Club of Canada is not constrained by the various political agendas that often 

accompany this type of process. In essence, the Sierra Club of Canada tries very hard to 
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provide unbiased findings, conclusions, and recommendations when it weighs in on a 

subject such as this proposal.  
 
II.   SUMMARY OF HAZELL TESTIMONY 
 
Q13. Please summarize your testimony, opinions and conclusions. 
 

 The Sierra Club of Canada does not believe the proposed project (Case 07-446) 

should be approved by the Illinois Commerce Commission and furthermore believes that 

Canadian governments should impose a moratorium on approvals of new tar sands 

projects, and that more stringent environmental regulations should be put into place for 

existing tar sands operations. There are very serious negative environmental 

consequences with long-term ramifications occurring from the mining of these tar sands. 

My attached affidavit contains the reasons and rationale for our negative 

recommendations. 
 
Q14. Does that conclude your testimony? 

 Yes, subject to any rebuttal testimony or additional information that I might be 

asked to submit. It is my understanding Enbridge has refused to respond to interrogatories 

in this matter pertaining to environmental consequences of the project. The Sierra Club of 

Canada believes environmental issues are highly relevant and important to this 

proceeding. If Enbridge submits responses to interrogatories pertaining to environmental 

issues, I respectfully request to review the responses and I reserve the option of 

responding to them. Thank you. 
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