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NOW COMES the Staff witnesses of the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Staff”), 

through its undersigned counsel, and pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code Sec. 200.190, files 

this Reply to the Applicant’s Response to Kelly Motion to Compel (“Response”) filed by 

Enbridge Pipelines (Illinois) L.L.C. (“Enbridge”).  For its Reply to the Applicant’s 

Response to Kelly Motion to Compel (“Reply”), Staff states as follows: 

1. Enbridge contends that Intervenor Kelly’s Motion to Compel Discovery 

(“Motion”) reveals an abusive and improper nature of their participation in this 

proceeding.   

2. While not commenting on the nature of any of the parties’ participation in 

this proceeding, Staff respectfully disagrees with Enbridge assertion that a cursory 

review of the discovery requests filed by Intervenor Kelly (“Intervenor”) are irrelevant 

and immaterial.    

3. Staff does not dispute that the burden is upon a party raising a Motion to 



 
 

Compel to point out why an objection to a discovery request, based on relevancy 

grounds or any other grounds, is misplaced.   

4. While not addressing each individual discovery request that has been 

objected to by Enbridge, Intervenor provided at least two paragraphs specifically 

delineating why many of the disputed data requests are relevant to this proceeding.  

5. Staff acknowledges that a data request seeking irrelevant information 

should not be answered, but for a complete and accurate record in this proceeding, 

Enbridge should provide responses to those data requests that do seek relevant 

information.   

6. Further, with all due respect to the Administrative Law Judge and other 

parties to this proceeding, Staff believes the reliance on language in the Response, 

such as “abusive and improper nature”, “nonsensical and irrelevant assertions”, 

“pointlessly burdensome”, “xenophobic fantasy”, “gross ignorance or disregard of the 

governing law”, “nonsensical propositions”, “intervenors’ delusional, and offensive, 

assertion”, and “the fantasy nature of intervenors’ assertions and inquiries” is not proper 

and does not help move the fact finding process along in this proceeding.  While Staff 

understands a party’s right to argue on behalf of its client, the words used to articulate 

an argument should be more respectful to the Commission and the parties and do not 

need to use such incendiary language.  Staff therefore moves that this language be 

stricken from the Response.    

 

 

 



 
 

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons Staff respectfully requests that any 

data requests deemed relevant to this cause be answered by Enbridge and that such 

above enumerated portions of the Applicant’s Response to Kelly Motion to Compel be 

stricken.  
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