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Steven S. Boss- Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. Boss joined the company as a member of the Board of Directors in July 2005 and became 
the Chief Executive Officer in August 2005.  Mr. Boss has significant operating experience in 
the retail energy industry.  From 2000 to 2003, Mr. Boss served as president of Energy Buyers 
Network, LLC, an energy consulting firm that provided regulatory representation and structured 
direct access energy transactions for commercial energy users. From 1999 to 2000, he served as 
president of both Sierra Pacific Energy Company and Nevada Power Services, non-regulated 
energy services operating subsidiaries of Sierra Pacific Resources. Prior to that, Mr. Boss served 
in various legal and senior management positions in a number of energy companies and practiced 
law in private practice. Of particular note, from 1984 to 1992, Mr. Boss served as president and 
chief executive officer of Sunrise Energy Services, Inc., at the time, one of the largest 
independent natural gas marketing companies in the commercial market sector in the United 
States, which had its shares listed on the American and London Stock Exchanges.  Mr. Boss 
received a Bachelor of Science in Aerospace Engineering from the University of Texas, a Juris 
Doctor from the University of Southern California and has been a member of the California State 
Bar since 1974. 
 
Mr. Boss has over four years demonstrated experience in a management position with enterprise 
financial and administration responsibilities including profit and loss responsibilities sufficient to 
meet the requirements of Subsection 551.100. 
 
J. Robert Hipps – Interim Chief Financial Officer 
J. Robert Hipps joined Commerce Energy as interim chief financial officer (CFO) in July 2007.  
Mr. Hipps is a partner and member of the board of managers of Tatum, LLC, an executive 
services and consulting firm. While at Tatum, he served as CFO of Southstar Energy, the parent 
company of Georgia Natural Gas, a natural gas marketer, and interim CFO for the Municipal 
Electric Authority of Georgia. 
Earlier, Mr. Hipps was senior vice president of finance and CFO of National Services Industries 
(NSI), a diversified New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) company. He previously served as vice 
president and controller, and vice president and treasurer of General Signal Corporation, a 
Fortune 300 company and producer of electronic and electrical control systems. Prior to that, Mr. 
Hipps was vice president and treasurer of Neptune International Corporation, a NYSE company 
involved in fluid measurement and water pollution control equipment. 
Mr. Hipps began his career in the small business department of Price Waterhouse & Co.'s New 
York office. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Yale University and a Master of Business 
Administration degree from Stanford University. He received his CPA certification in New York 
state. 
 



 

 

Mr. Hipps has over four years demonstrated experience in a management position with enterprise 
financial and administration responsibilities including profit and loss responsibilities sufficient to 
meet the requirements of Subsection 551.100. 

 
Thomas Ulry - Senior Vice President, Sales and Marketing 
Mr. Ulry has more than 17 years of energy industry experience in both fast paced start-up 
companies and mature business environments. His professional career includes extensive 
experience in executive level operations positions with an emphasis in the Energy sector. 
  
Mr. Ulry previously worked as Chief Operating Officer of ACN Energy, Previously, Mr. Ulry 
served as Senior Vice President for Nicor Energy, L.L.C. While at Nicor Energy, his 
responsibilities included managing the profit and loss center for the company’s consumer 
business unit generating an excess of $165 million in revenue, and expanding sales channels, 
which resulted in a 90% increase of new customers. Prior to his tenure at Nicor Energy, Mr. Ulry 
held the position of President and Chief Operating Officer for Energy.com Corporation, 
successfully launching the company with an e-commerce store specializing in energy related 
products.  Mr. Ulry holds an Associates Degree in Information Technology. 
 
Mr. Ulry has over four years of natural gas sales experience sufficient to meet the requirements 
of Subsection 551.100. 
 
Mark Sabine – Account Executive – Commercial Sales 
Mr. Sabine joined Commerce Energy’s workforce in April 2007.  He is responsible for obtaining 
and maintaining Commercial and Large Customer sales relationships in California.  He is a 
seasoned sales representative with a proven track record.  His work experience includes 10 years 
of experience in the natural gas and power industry.  Previous work experience includes sales 
and sales management positions held at various companies, including Sempra Energy.  He holds 
a B.A. degree in Business Administration from the University of Western Ontario. 
 
Mr. Sabine has over four years natural gas sales experience and at least two years experience 
working with rules and practices established by the North American Energy Standards Board, 
sufficient to meet the requirements of Section 551.100. 
 


