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M E M O R A N D U M________________________________________________

TO: The Commission

FROM: Larry Jones, Administrative Law Judge

DATE: May 4, 2007

SUBJECT: Illinois Power Company d/b/a AmerenIP (“IP”) and Ameren 
Illinois Transmission Company (“Ameren Transco”)

Petition for a Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity, pursuant to Section 8-406(a) of the Public Utilities 
Act, authorizing construction, operation and maintenance of 
three new 345 kV electric transmission lines in Monroe, 
Randolph, St. Clair, and Washington Counties, and for other 
relief.

STATUS: A proposed order was served on parties, and circulated to 
Commissioners, on April 6.  Briefs on exception (“BOEs”) 
and reply briefs on exception (“RBOEs”) have been filed. A 
post-exceptions order is attached.

RECOMMENDATION: Entry of Order Granting Certificate. (Subject to various 
conditions and a modification to the longest proposed line
route, the order would grant a Certificate for the three lines.)

IP and Ameren Transco (“Petitioners”) are wholly-owned subsidiaries of Ameren 
Corporation.  In this proceeding, they seek, among other things, a Certificate authorizing 
the construction of three 345 kV electric transmission lines in Monroe, Randolph, St. 
Clair, and Washington Counties. The lines, if authorized, will be used to interconnect 
Ameren’s high voltage transmission system with a 1,650 megawatt coal-fired generating 
station, known as the Prairie State Facility, being constructed near Marissa in 
Washington County. The estimated cost range for the transmission lines and related 
work is $89 to $93 million.

In all, the three lines would pass through or along more than 160 private parcels 
of land. The longest of the three lines, known as the Baldwin-Rush Line, will be 27 to 30 
miles in length, depending on the route selected. It will extend from IP's Baldwin 
switchyard, near Baldwin, Illinois, to AmerenUE's Rush Island Power Station located on 
the west bank of the Mississippi River directly across from Fults, Illinois. A map showing 
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the alternative routes for the Baldwin-Rush Line was filed as Ameren Exhibit 18.0 on 
December 21, 2006.

Intervenors included Prairie State Generating Company; Dynegy Midwest 
Generation; several locals of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, AFL-
CIO ("IBEW"); various villages; and approximately 35 of the affected landowners, either 
in groups or individually.

Not surprisingly, line routing or “siting” was a difficult and heavily contested issue, 
as discussed in Section V of the order. With regard to the route for the Baldwin-Rush 
Line, the attached order, like the proposed order before it, recommends adoption of a 
modification proposed by both the Commission Staff and a group of landowners known 
as the “Baldwin/Stringtown” Intervenors.

In their BOE, Petitioners continue to support their proposed route for the Baldwin-
Rush Line; however, for purposes of this proceeding, they no longer formally oppose
the route modification advanced by Staff as recommended in the proposed order. 

There were several other contested issues, including whether the Certificate 
should be issued to both IP and the newly formed Ameren Transco as discussed in 
Section VI.  Over Staff’s opposition, the order would grant Petitioners request that the 
Certificate be issued to both entities. Under that arrangement, 90% of the financing for 
the project would be borne by Ameren Transco and 10% by IP in order to avoid 
unnecessary strain on IP’s balance sheet, financial ratios and credit ratings.

Staff’s BOE addresses “Financial and Ameren Transco Issues” in Section VI, as 
noted above, and “Relief Pursuant to Section 8-503” in Section VII.D. A BOE was filed 
by the IBEW with regard to “Qualifications of Contractors” in Section VII.B.  

Additions and other changes to the order are shown in “track changes” format. 
Although some conclusion language has been clarified, ultimate conclusions on issues 
are the same as recommended in the proposed order. The conclusions also contain a 
brief recap of parties’ positions.

Subject to various conditions and the modification to the Baldwin-Rush line, the 
order would grant a Certificate to IP and Ameren Transco for construction of the three 
lines.
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