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MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE DOCKETS 

 
 
 The Staff of Illinois Commerce Commission (“Staff”), by and through its 

counsel, hereby moves for entry of an Order consolidating Illinois Commerce 

Commission (“Commission”) Docket Nos. 07-0241 and 07-0242, pursuant to 

Section 200.600 of the Rules of Practice of the Illinois Commerce Commission’s 

(“Rules of Practice”).  (83 Ill. Admin. Code 200.600)  In support of this motion, 

Staff states as follows: 

 
Introduction 

 
 1. On March 9, 2007, North Shore Gas Company (“North Shore”) filed 

its Ill. C. C. No. 17, Original Title Sheet and Original Sheet Nos. 1 through 130, in 

which it proposed a general increase in natural gas rates to be effective April 23, 

2007. 



 2. Also, on March 9, 2007, The Peoples Gas Light and Coke 

Company (“Peoples Gas”) filed its Ill. C. C. No. 28, Original Title Sheet and 

Original Sheet Nos. 1 through 143, in which it proposed a general increase in 

natural gas rates, to be effective April 23, 2007. 

 3. On April 4, 2007 the Commission issued suspension orders of the 

North Shore and People Gas tariff sheets.  The matters for North Shore and 

Peoples Gas were docketed as Docket Nos. 07-0241 and 07-0242, respectively. 

 4. On April 13, 2007, the Administrative Law Judges (“ALJs”) sent out 

notice that prehearing conferences for both of these matters would be scheduled 

for April 25, 2007 at 1:00 P.M. 

 5. Section 200.600 of the Rules of Practice provides that “The 

Commission or Hearing Examiner may order two or more proceedings involving 

similar question of law or fact to be consolidated where rights of parties or the 

public interest will not be prejudiced by such procedure.” 83 Ill. Adm. Code 

Section 200.600. 

 6. Illinois courts favor case consolidation to promote fairness, 

consistency, and judicial expediency, where cases involve the same questions of 

law and fact.  See, e.g. Boyd v. Travelers Ins. Co., 166 Ill.2d 188, 199-200. 

(1995) 

 7. The proposed tariff sheets filed in Docket Nos. 07-0241 and 07-

0241, raise, for the most part, identical questions of law1 and similar questions of 

fact; and are supported for the most part by direct testimony provided by the 

                                            
1 Only Peoples Gas is proposing an Infrastructure Cost Recovery Rider. 
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same expert witnesses2.  While there will be some issues and facts that are 

relevant or applicable to one utility but not the other, and each utility will have its 

own unique revenue requirement and rate design, there are likely to be a 

significant number of common issue and facts that will be more efficient for all 

parties to consider on a consolidated basis.   

 8. Additionally, North Shore and Peoples Gas are each wholly owned 

subsidiaries of Peoples Energy Corporation, and are currently parties to a 

recently approved affiliated interest agreement by which they will receive shared 

corporate and other services from WPS Resources and Wisconsin Public Service 

Corporation.  Similarly, prior to the recently approved affiliated interest 

agreement, North Shore and Peoples Gas were parties to an operating 

agreement approved by the Commission in Docket No. 55071 controlling how 

costs and revenues should be allocated between each utility and its affiliates.  To 

the extent that any issues arise in these proceeding involving costs and revenues 

subject to those agreements, those issues will involve identical issues of fact and 

should be decided on a consistent basis.  This can be more readily and efficiently 

accomplished via consolidated dockets. 

 9. Consolidating these dockets will accommodate Staff and the ALJs, 

as well as any intervening parties, conserving judicial resources and allowing 

better opportunity for those involved to participate efficiently in both dockets. 

                                            
2 There are 14 common witnesses between North Shore and Peoples Gas.  Peoples Gas has 
three additional witnesses.  Those witnesses are (1) James F. Schott, V.P. of Regulatory Affairs 
for the Integrys Regulatory Group who testifies regarding an Infrastruture Cost Recovery Rider (2) 
Thomas L. Puracchio, who testifies regarding the operation of the Manlove storage field and (3) 
Joseph P. Phillips who testifies regarding information technology capital improvements. 
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 10. No rights of any party will be prejudiced by consolidating the 

dockets.  Rather, consolidation of the dockets will benefit the public, all parties, 

the ALJs and the Commission, by streamlining identical and similar issues 

presented in each docket. 

 11. Consolidation will also promote the following Commission goals: (1) 

ensuring the integrity of the fact-finding process by assembling a “complete 

factual record to serve as a basis for a correct and legally sustainable decision, 

“83 Ill. Admin. Code 200.25(a); (2) providing for expeditious hearing, process, in 

order to bring proceedings “to a conclusion as swiftly as is possible in keeping 

with the other goals of the hearing process,” 83 Ill. Admin. Code 200.25(c); (3) 

tailoring the hearing process “where practicable to accommodate the parties, 

Staff witnesses, the Hearing  Examiner and the Commission itself,” 83 Ill. Admin. 

Code 200.25(d); and (4) promoting a cost-effective hearing process, in order to 

minimize “costs incurred by the Commission and by both public and private 

parties.” 83 Ill. Admin. Code 200.25(e) 

 12. North Shore and Peoples Gas have indicated to Staff that they are 

not opposed to consolidation of these docketed matters so long as issues 

specific to a single utility are addressed in an appropriate and efficient manner 

that reflects to which utility they are applicable, in order to avoid confusion and 

unnecessary litigation.  Staff concurs that issues specific to a single utility should 

be addressed for that utility only notwithstanding consolidation, and notes that 

other consolidated proceedings have proceeded on that basis.  (See ICC Docket 
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Nos. 05-0160/05-0161/05-0162 Consol.; ICC Docket Nos. 06-0070/06-0071/06-

0072 Consol.) 

 

 Wherefore, for all the reasons set forth above, Staff respectfully moves for 

entry of an order consolidating Dockets 07-0241 and 07-0242. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        __________________________ 
 John C. Feeley 

Carmen L. Fosco 
Carla Scarsella 
Office of General Counsel 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
160 North LaSalle St., Suite C-800 
Chicago, IL  60601-3104 
Phone: (312) 793-2877  
Fax:  (312) 793-1556 
jfeeley@icc.illinois.gov
cfosco@icc.illinois.gov
cscarsel@icc.illinois.gov
 

 
April 23, 2007 

Counsel for the Staff of the  
Illinois Commerce Commission 
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