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In the past year the people in the area have been faced with an unfortunate 
situation. Ameren has proposed to construct a 345,000 volt power line system 
across land in our neighborhood. In response to some things that have been said in 
relation to the power line and the case I have prepared this reply brief to counter 
some arguments made by other interveners and give the Illinois Commerce 
Commission more data to make a wise decision. 

loosely and despicably as it has been by the interveners on the green route in their 
testimonies and brief, otherwise known as the BaldwidStringtown interveners. Just 
because a person has not owned their piece of land for one hundred years does not 
suggest that it means less to them and their family than some one who has. I am 
not saying that owning a centennial farm is not important or something to be proud 
of, but throwing this around only as a means to better yourself and hurt someone 
else is disgraceful. If the BaldwidStringtown interveners, for example Omer 
Liefer, are so proud of their centennial status, than why are they not displaying the 
centennial signs in front of their farms? I was not aware of their centennial status 
until it was brought to my attention in their testimonies and briefs as a means to 
scoundrel out of an unfortunate situation that has been set upon all of us in the 
area. You speak as if the land on the red route is unsettled territory and as if it has 
no meaning or value to the landowners. We work our land and have future plans 
just like everyone else. Arguing that the red route should be taken over the green 
because of the centennial farms on the green route is a sad argument. It shows your 
total lack of respect and selfishness for the other farmers in the area and it is down 
right insulting. I take it as an insult and I am sure that other farmers in the area do 
as well. I doubt that being recognized as a centennial farm is intended to be used as 
a means to hurt your neighbors. The simple fact of the matter is this argument 
made by the BaldwidStringtown interveners is irrelevant. To me, ownership of a 
piece of land for one hundred days is just the same as ownership for one hundred 
years. It is the meaning of the land to someone that stands for the most, and quite 
frankly, I don’t think that having a centennial farm means too much to these people 
the way they use the status. 

have been contradicting and some irrelevant. In lines 11-15 of Harry Wetzel’s first 
testimony he talks about the years that his farm has been in the family. Yet later in 
his testimony he makes no hesitation to talk about the value of his property in lines 
32-33 and what it were to bring if he would sell it. In lines 40-50 he goes even 
farther to talk about dividing his property up into lots for sale. The same argument 
is reiterated in their brief. I do find it very interesting that in the first testimony of 
Omer Liefer, lines 14-16, he boasts about how long his farm has been in his wife’s 
family and how it will stay in the family. Yet in lines 36-37 he talks about the 

It is very disturbing to me when the centennial status of a farm is used so 

Some of the arguments presented by the BaldwidStringtown interveners 
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value of his land. He does not talk about the sale of his land like Mi. Wetzel, but 
after reading the testimony of Mi. Wetzel one cannot help but wonder why Mr. 
Liefer is so worried about the value of his land. My family is not worried about the 
dollar value of our land but the sentimental value. Our farm has more than a dollar 
sign behind it. These sound like contradicting arguments and I call them outlandish 
for the simple fact that they have gotten away with them. What I am getting at is 
they make a large deal about how long the farm has been in the family do defend 
themselves and then turn around and say they wony about what it is worth. Which 
argument is the Commissioners supposed to take seriously, I don’t want the line 
because it will deface the family farm, or I don’t want the line because it will drag 
down the value of my farm if I want to sell it off. I am sure that there are 
landowners all along the proposed routes who feel the same way that I do. In fact, 
at the public hearing that took place in August of 2006 I heard a man say, when he 
spoke to the crowd, that there was not a money value that he would sell his farm 
for, it meant too much to them. My family and I feel the same way. We are not 
worried about the resale value, because there is not even a whim to sell any land, 
rather it is the sentimental value as there will always be, we are not arguing both 
sides of the fence. 

Another argument made by Omer Liefer in the initial brief is even more 
outlandish than others that I have described. On page 8 in paragraph two, Mr. 
Liefer appeals that if the power line were to run the green route that he would have 
to cross under it each time that he left his property. Though this is not untrue, I find 
this argument to be ridiculous. He is not the only one who would have to drive 
under it. There are many scenarios that could require someone to have to drive 
under the power line numerous times even if they did not have property near it. For 
example someone who lives in Sparta and works in Red Bud would be required to 
drive underneath the power line several times. That is why I find this argument 
made by Mr. Liefer irrelevant. 

The BaldwidStringtown interveners have discussed the issue of 
development several times. If the Commissioners want to take into consideration 
the development of Baldwin as a device to make a decision, that is fine. 
BaldwidStringtown interveners have touched on the subject so I will address it as 
well. When looking at what the future holds for the development of Baldwin it is 
anyone’s guess as to what will happen, the BaldwidStringtown interveners call it 
the “what if” game on page 13 paragraph one of their brief, nonetheless, if 
someone were to be brought in from an outside region and supposed to make a 
prediction on the subject by looking at the area, mainly Randolph County, common 
sense would bring most people to the conclusion that wrapping a village on three 
sides with a power line, a power line that the BaldwidStringtown interveners argue 
will stunt growth, which I don’t necessarily disagree with, would be disastrous for 
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that village especially with the new World Shooting Complex that has been 
installed very close to the north easterly side of Baldwin. Wrapping the village 
with the line, shortly after the Complex has been opened and seeing what growth it 
has brought to Sparta, it would be simply irresponsible for the Commission to 
choose the red route. I don’t know for sure if the installation of the Shooting 
Complex went through the same procedure that this line is, but I am guessing that 
it did, and if not, I am sure that the Commissioners have heard about it. I don’t 
know how many times I have heard how elected officials, local and state, say that 
the Shooting Complex will do us very well in this area. What I am getting at is 
how can the Illinois Commerce Commission justifi literally suffocating a 
neighboring town right next to this million dollar project. Also, I would think that 
using up the least amount of land possible would be beneficial for the landowners 
as a whole as well as Ameren. To elaborate, using the least amount of land is 
definitely good for the landowner for obvious reasons. Why use up more of the 
landowners land than is necessary. The red route, uses up good farm land in an 
unnecessary manner and affects a small town in unacceptable ways. Why does it 
make sense to use extra ground when there is a route that will not use up as much 
ground and will not suffocate a small town? Also it would make sense for Ameren 
to use the shortest route possible to not have to maintain as much and cause a 
nuisance to more people. 

and actions in the past year have pushed me to write this hostile piece and 
reexamine the meaning of the words neighbor and community. I hope that the 
Illinois Commerce Commission takes into consideration these things that I have 
described when they make their decision. The Illinois Commerce Commission 
does not have an easy task at hand but hopehlly they will take the necessary time 
and common sense to make the best decision for all of us. Though I do not 
necessarily think that those on the green route should be stuck with the line, I do 
not agree with the tactics that they have used over the past year to push it off on 
someone else, which brings me to write this reply brief. I hope that the Illinois 
Commerce Commission will look closely at the evidence and data that has been 
presented before them for the above information shows only a few of the 
discrepancies that I have come across. 

I can not help but think what future generations will say if this line is 
slammed in with no thought or concerns by the Illinois Commerce Commission 
and Ameren or any one else with influence for that matter. Will they, future 
generations, be ashamed because they know that there could have been a better 
way? Will they be angry that more was not done? Will they be sad knowing that so 
much was at stake and so little was done to make things right for everyone 
involved? I cannot speak for everyone when is say that I am totally disgusted with 

By now it is no secret of how ashamed I am of my neighbors. Their words 
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the whole situation. If put in on such bitter terms I am afraid of what the hture 
holds for the people of the area, especially with the poles and wires as a symbol to 
remind us all of what happened. 
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