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I am writing this brief to bring out the facts about the differences in the routes from the Baldwin power plant 
to the Kaskaskia River. My comments only pertain to this part ofthe power line. 

Development 
Development seems to be an issue both sides are using to support their case. The BaldwidStringtown 
intervenors represented by Mr. Evans would tell you the development is going to happen to the west of 
Baldwin where the Green Route is located. They base this on the assumption that since growth has 
happened in this direction in the past it will only go this way in the future. The only problem is that the past 
they are talking about is 15 - 20 years ago. Nothing has developed in this direction for at least that long. 
What that tells me is that development in this direction has played itself out. This is not surprising as there 
is very little potential to the west of Baldwin. 

As I have stated before, almost all of the open land north of IL 154 from Baldwin to the Kaskaskia River is 
owned by Dynegy, or the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. No potential! To the south of 154 you 
have 1/2 to 3/4 mile east of Stringtown and maybe 1/2 - 314 mile west of Stringtown Road. Vay limited 
potential. I feel that is why it is important to leave open the other three directions. The most potential is 
believed by many to be to the Norhteast and East as this is the location of the new World Shooting 
Complex. The entrance to this facility is on County Road 18. To be fair I drove from the entrance to both 
the city limits of Baldwin and Sparta in the shortest possible route I could. Amazingly both are almost 
exactly six miles. The problem the Red Route presents is that it cuts across County Road I8 and IL 154 
going east out of Baldwin. These are the two roads going toward the complex. I feel that any developer 
coming to the area would see this major powerline as a nuisance and unpleasant obstacle to work around 
and therefore greatly reduce any potential Baldwin may have to benefit from this multi-million dollar 
project. 

lmpaet on Landowners 
I think everyone b o w s  the Red Route is longer. Most agree it's a little more than three miles longer, but 
what most people don't understand is that the Red Route is almost 45% longer than the Green Route. That 
is almost double for this stretch of the line. Another fact 1 have discovered in comparing routes is one I 
have yet to see brought up. Not only is the Green Route shorter, but approximately 40% of this line would 
be on property owned by Dynegy. This land is mostly open land that is farmed, but one would probably not 
consider it prime farmland. It is mostly a buffer zone for the power plant. This is the most logical and best 
suited land for a power line. 

In comparison only about 10% ofthe Red Route is on Dynegy property. This land consists basically of 
non-prime farmland and some woods. When evaluating this comparison it's easy to see that the Red Route 
will have a bigger negative impact on the individual landowners than the Green Route will. 

But let's look even deeper. Again we will look at the Green Route. Of the remaining 60% of the line after 
it leaves Dynegy property and goes to the river, approximately 55% of this line is owned by absentee 
landowners. These are landowners who do not live on or anywhere near the property. They do not have 
any houses on the property. They raise no livestock and do none of the fanning on the property. After 
looking at all these things, what we fmd is that the Green Route is not only shorter but less than 1/3 of it 
actually goes across property whose owners have no everyday ties to it. 

Truth about the Red Route 
To be fair I think one must also look at the Red Route again. It has been said that the Red Route is better 
because there is more open land and the impact won't be as bad. Let's take a closer look at the property 
owners who they say won't be affected. 

AAer leaving Dynegy properly the Red Route crosses two pieces of property owned by the Guebert family. 
Since these two pieces are similar and have similar backgrounds I will describe them together. The first 
piece is owned by my father Harlin Guebert. The property consists of 150 of prime farmland. It is 100% 
tillable with exception of an existing powerline which cuts all the way across the property in an east-west 



direction. He has owned this property since 1984. The second piece is owned by my brother and myself. It 
is also 150 acres ofprime farmland. It is also 100% tillable. This property has been in our family since 
1979. Both of these properties consists of open flat farmland that has no restrictions on how you farm it. 
They are each farmed in one piece. In this area it is extremely rare to find land such as this. Since our 
family has had ownership of this land four generations of our family has worked this land and continue to 
do so today as part of our family farm. Both properties would also be considered prime development 
property as they each have 112 mile road frontage on County Road 18 just two miles from the World 
Shooting Complex. 

If the Red Route were chosen it would cut a path 1/2 mile across Harlin's property in an east-west direction 
almost parallel with the existing line. It would then turn south and continue for almost 3/8 of a mile until it 
crosses County Road 18. This would effectively take Harlin's open farm and cut it into four pieces. Ater it 
crosses County Road 18 it extends another 112 mile south along the whole length ofthe property owned by 
my brother and myself. By doing this, it cuts off one whole side of the farm and splits it into two pieces. 
Our family alone would have almost I 1/2 miles of new power line on it not to mentioni the 1/2 mile of 
existing power line. That I 112 miles is almost half the total distance of individual property owners on the 
Green Route and l/2 mile of this is going east-west, the opposite direction from Baldwin to Rush Island. 

The next property it would cross is owned by Kenneth Gegel. He has owned this property since 1964. It is 
adjacent to his home farm where he lives. This farm will be a centennial farm this year. The Red Route 
would go south along the east end of his property separating one end off of it. 

The next property is owned by Diane Robinson. This property is farmed by her son who operates a family 
farm and is the third generation to farm this property. The Red Route would go south along the end of their 
property until it gets about halfway across. It then turns to a southwest angle until it crosses 1L 154. This 
would split the farm in two pieces. This farm would also be considered prime development property since 
it has approximately one mile road frontage along IL 154. 

The next property is owned by Floyd Linders. he bought the property after WWII. he continues to raise 
cattle and hay. He also pastures out part of this farm. The Red Route would cut at a southwest angle across 
the middle of his property. 

The Red Route then crosses the Ron and Betty Fehr property. It has been in the family since 1961. The 
Fehrs not only still live on the property, but it is a home for their family farm. They are going on four 
generations of the family working on this land. It may also be considered prime development property as it 
lays right to the south of Baldwin. They have almost one mile of road frontage along the BaldwiniWalsb 
Road, the main highway south of Baldwin. The Red Route would go at a southwest angle all the way across 
the middle of their property. 

After crossing the BaldwinANalsh Road, it goes onto the property owned hy Gany and Bonnie Liefer. The 
Liefer family has farmed this land since 1969 and purchased it in 1985. They continue to operate a family 
farm there. Three generations of this family has farmed this land and a couple of their children would like 
to build a home on the property. The Red Route again would cut across the middle of their property at a 
southwest angle splitting it in half. 

The next property in the path of the Red Route is the property owned by the Elroy Koester family. Elroy 
moved to this property in 1954 and still resides there. He recently passed the land ownership onto his 
children and grandchildren. His son and grandson continue to raise hay and cattle on this property as well 
as enjoy hunting there. His grandson recently built a house there and has grandaughters that would like to 
also. The Red Route would go at a southwest angle approximately half-way across this property where it 
makes a turn to go due west. It then continues on across the rest of this property, again splitting another 
family farm in half. It also goes through woods the family uses for hunting. 

The next property is owned hy Robert Schmoll. This property has been in the family for well over 100 
years and is still being farmed by the same family. The Red Route would extend almost a mile over this 
centennial farm. It again cuts all the way across the middle of the farm cutting it in two. It would also 
destroy more wildlife habitat as it goes through almost 114 mile ofwoods. 



The next property belongs to the Paul Schmoll family. It has been in their family for 82 years. The 
Schmolls still maintain a family farm operation 6om this property raising grain and livestock. They also 
enjoy hunting on their property. The Red Route again cuts all the way across the middle of their property. 
It also cuts through the middle of their woods and devestates their wildlife habitat. 

The last property before the Kaskaskia River is owned by Oliver Ratz. This property would be affected by 
all routes as this is the property where it crosses the river. 

When looking at this information one of the most overwhelming things you notice is that with the exception 
of one, every property along the Red Route is farmed by the landowner or the landowner lives on the 
property; in some cases both. This cannot be said about the Green Route. Another major difference 
between the routes is the path it takes to cross the land. The Red Route cuts a devastating path through the 
heart of property and family farm along the way. 

Ifyou look at the Green Route, this is not the cas on most properties. It catches small comers and edges of 
properties. At least a third of the landowners on the Green Route will not even have a post on their 
property. A couple will not even have the line go across their property. They will just ahve the easement 
boundary catch a comer of their property. Not on the Red Route; every landowner will have poles and line. 
On the Green Route I would say four landowners have the line going through the middle of their property. 
Of those four, three are absentee landlords. 

For proof of what I am saying 1 would ask that one look at the map I submitted for the Blue Route. It shows 
the names of the landowners and the path these routes take. 

Centennial Farmland 
Mr. Evans, on behalf of the Baldwin Intervenors, has stated theRed Route shoudl be used because it uses 
less centennial farmland than the Green Route. He then went onto list the properties. He also stated the 
Red Route has no centennial land. After looking into this I found his statements to be inaccurate. One of 
the properties listed on the Green Route is not a centennial. Also as I have stated earlier in this brief the 
Robert Schmoll property is a centennial farm. When you compare the amount of land fkom both routes you 
will find the Red Route has almost double the amount of centennial farm land. So going by their own 
reasoning the prefemd route to use must be the Green Route since it uses the least amount of centennial 
land. 

Other Factors 
Another thing to look at in comparing the two routes is the amount of woods and wildlife habitat that would 
be destroyed. The Red Route again has double the amount of the Green. Some of the woodland along the 
Red Route has been identified as nesting area for protected species. Because of these items, I believe the 
Green Route is the best route to use. 

I also learned that some of the Green Route intervenors have signed survey easements, allowing preliminary 
survey work to be done on their property. No one on the Red Route has done so. 

Mr. Evans‘ brief also stated no homes on the Red Route were within 1500 feet of the line. Again, this is 
inaccurate. Again I would refer to the map for the Blue Route as it proves this statement inaccurate. 

I also feel that if future maintenance is needed on the powerlines the Green Route provides much easier and 
less intrusive access than that of the Red Route. 

Alternative Routes 
The Baldwin Intervenors also bring up ICC staff member Ron Linkenback‘s testimony (Exhibit 1 .O pZZ In. 
43 1 -433), suggesting commision give particular credence to this position. It is my feeling that if any part of 
his testimony be given particular credence, it shoudl be In. 433-434, “As an Alternative, I think Ameren 
could revise its recommended route to reduce the closeness of existing homes.” I proved this could be done 
with my proposal of the Blue Route. I do not buy Tracy Dencker’s reason for not accepting this route. One 
reason was buildings would have to be removed on one property. This is false. There is room to go on 



either the west or east side of the buildings. If the angle points buing to closer water has any basis in fact 
then all ofthe lines should be rejected as every one crosses water sources. 

One thing no one can deny of all the routes proposed so far is that the Blue Route is the least intrusive to 
homeowners and landowners. It also has the least amount of additional cost. Instead of looking for excuses 
not to use it, everyone shoudl try to compromise and find reasons you should. Maybe my maps were not the 
clearest, but it's the best I had to work with. I asked Ameren on several occasion sto help me get clear maps 
like they used, but 1 was denied every time. That tis the reason I wote in my statement 1 would welcome 
any questions. I also stated I would be glad to show anyone the route io person so we could discuss 
problems and adjust for them. Not one single person came forward to go out and look at where or what I 
was proposing. One thing that is clear is my knowledge of the land. The farm we own along the Red Route 
may not be a centennial, hut the farm we live on is. Our family has farmed land in this area for over 150 
years. 

We farm land along all proposed routes. Our family farmed some of the land that is now the developed 
properly around Stringtown. I don't have to be an engineer to know there is a better way to go about 
placing this power line. All a person needs to do is drive through the area or look at a map and you can see 
there is an overwhelming amount of open land that can be used on the west side of Baldwin. What you do 
have to do is be willing to compromise and have respect for the land and landowners. 1 feel this is where 
Ameren falls short. I have discussed and shown them at least a dozen different routes they could go that 
would ease landowners concerns. 

1 have sat across the table from Ameren reps when they were offered other pieces of property to use. I've 
talked to landowners who asked them to use different parts of the properly. It seems like it was always the 
same, nothing changed. They wanted the route like it is. They old "my way only" approach. 

1 do not feel this is a very respectful approach to the landowner or the land. 

The statement has been made that the Red Route is better because there is more open farmland. That is a 
pretty broad statement. Does anybody saying that realize how hard it is to buy and keep land, especially for 
family farms? The price of land has gotten so out of control a fanner cannot hardly compete for land 
anymore. Does anybody understand for a family farmer, which most along the Red Route are, that this land 
is not just a piece of properly? It is their job. It is how they support their family. It is their retirement 
account. It is their backyard. Many family farmers spend more time in the field than they do in their 
backyard. 

The only problem the Green Route has it that some people feel it goes too close to a couple houses. This is 
a problem that can easily be fixed by making small adjustments io the line at very little extra cost. The 
destructive and devastating path the Red Route takes through the middle of family farms cannot be fixed. 
You cannot replace the land and wildlife habitat you would destroy. 

It is my feeling that any route east of Baldwin will have a greater negative impact than that of a route on the 
west side. A powerline on the east side would use at least 213 more private landowners properly, mostly 
family farms. It would also hinder development on three sides of Baldwin rather than one. These two 
factors alone prove that a line on the east side of Baldwin will have a greater economic impact than that of a 
line on the west side. 

It would also have a greater social impact as more landowners and more people of the general public will 
have to work around it, drive under it, and look at the negative sight line, a power line brings. It would also 
hurt the heritage of all the family farms who worked for generations to preserve. 

The natural resources would also be affected more by and east side line. It uses vast more amounts of prime 
agricultural land and double the amount of woods and wildlife habitat. 

It would be my recommendation that any route from Baldwin power plant to the Kaskaskia River be on the 
west side of Baldwin. 1 believe the best choice is for Ameren to be told to adjust and compromise on the 
Green Route to something similar to the Blue Route. If this cannot happen then the next best option is the 



Green Route as it is. Ameren's failure to compromise on west side routes should not result in an even 
greater burden for the landowners on the east side. 

1 also recommend that under no circumstances Ameren be given emminent domain authority as they have so 
far proved they are unwilling to compromise on these routes. By giving emminent domain powers it would 
create an unfair advantage for Ameren against the landowners, leaving them with very little say about 
compensation, placement of structures or how the land is treated during construction and maintenance after 
the line is there. 

Respectfull *> \\GY 
Jefftey H. Guebert 

Jeffrey H. Guebert, by his signature, swears, deposes an 
true in substance and in fact 

,tates that the statements set forth in this brief are 
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