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Notice of Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Administrative Law Judge has completed a preliminary 
review of the application filed by Commerce Energy, Inc. (“Applicant” or “Commerce”) in 
Docket No. 06-0723, and hereby rules that a verified response, containing the 
information and clarifications described below, shall be filed with the Commission.   
 
 If filed electronically, this verified response shall be filed with the Chief Clerk of 
the Commission on or before December 8, 2006.  If the filing is made by non-electronic 
means, then December 8, 2006 is a mailing date.  
 
Applicant shall serve a copy of its response on the Administrative Law Judge 
(mwallace@icc.illinois.gov) and on Mr. Steve Hickey of the Commission (shickey@ 
icc.illinois.gov). For purposes of doing so, December 8, 2006 is a receipt or “in hand” 
date, not later than 5:00 P.M., by electronic mail, Fax (217-524-8928) or otherwise.. 
 
 
Section 451.220(a)(6) Financial Ratios 
 
It appears from analysis of the Company’s financial ratios that the Applicant’s financial 
ratios do not meet the requirements of Section 451.320(a)(6).  Commerce incorrectly 
asserts that a negative amount for FFO can be used in the ration as a positive number.  
Incorrectly inputting the FFO (of negative $3561) as a positive number, renders a FFO 
INterst Coverage ration score of t.  Using the correct amount of negative $3,561, the 
FFO Interest Coverage ration is negative thus giving a score of “0”, and dropping the 
overall score to below the minimum required by Section 451.320.  Applicant is directed 
to either submit alternative ways to comply with Section 451.320 or to withdraw the 
application.  Leave is granted to the Applicant to consult with the Phil Hardas of the 
Commission Staff concerning the financial requirements of Part 451. 
 
Additionally, Applicant should submit its certificate of publication and proof that it has 
served the designated agents of the public utilities of its intent to serve in the utility 
company’s service areas. 


