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I. Witness Identification 7 
 8 
Q1. Please state your name and address. 9 

A.. Mr. Omer H. Liefer, 10192 Stringtown Road, Baldwin, IL  62217 10 

Q2. Are you the same Omer H. Liefer who is an Intervener in this case on 11 

April 3, 2006 and provided testimony on August 2, 2006. 12 

A. Yes. 13 

Q3. What is the purpose of your rebuttal testimony? 14 

A.  The purpose of my rebuttal testimony is to respond the Rebuttal 15 

Testimony of Tracy Dencker and to introduce into evidence documents that I 16 

have obtained from the Village of Baldwin, Illinois. 17 

Q4. What documents have you obtained and how did you obtain them 18 

from the Village of Baldwin? 19 

A. I filed a Freedom of Information Act Request upon the Village of Baldwin, 20 

in which I ask for any and all records pertaining to their waste water treatment 21 

facility, of which I attach as Group Exhibit A; all records pertaining to any and all 22 

building permits, which I attach as Group Exhibit B, and all Village records 23 

pertaining to Village action and discussions relating to the subject powerline 24 

location and routing, which I attach as Group Exhibit C.  25 

Q5. What information did you learn from the documents you obtained 26 

pertaining to the wastewater treatment facility? 27 



A. In responding to my Freedom of Information Request as to the waste 1 

water treatment facility, the Village of Baldwin produced nine (9) documents.  2 

Originally, they claimed they had no documents to produce whatsoever, but 3 

eventually they obtained these documents from the then Village Engineer, 4 

Rhutasel & Associates.  The only documents that the Village of Baldwin has 5 

pertaining to their wastewater treatment facility are records from 1982 where they 6 

applied for a grant, with the grant being completed by 1984.  There has been no 7 

other actions taken pertaining to the Village of Baldwin's wastewater treatment 8 

plant, nor are there any other records of any kind pertaining to their wastewater 9 

treatment plant.     10 

Q6. What is your personal knowledge of the Village of Baldwin's 11 

wastewater treatment facility?   12 

A. I have lived in my present residence since 1972.  I am approximately only 13 

one and one half miles from the Village of Baldwin.  I have personally observed 14 

the wastewater treatment plant, which consists chiefly of a few small lagoons.  15 

There are no elevated structures.  There is nothing higher than the surface level 16 

of the land.  They are located in a flat open field, and there is a large amount of 17 

land that they potentially could expand to.  If farming operations including the use 18 

of large combines could take place underneath the powerlines, these lagoons 19 

could be expanded underneath a proposed powerline.  Routing the proposed 20 

powerline on the Red Route east of the Village of Baldwin would not interfere 21 

with additional expansion of the lagoons.   22 

Q7. With regard to the building permit, what did you observe?   23 



A. I received the log of all permits issued commencing in 1991.  The only 1 

home that has ever been built was permit #1 issued on March 30, 1991 for a 2 

residence.  Since that time, the only other type of residences have been a series 3 

of mobile homes, many of which were moved in and out over the recorded years 4 

on the same locations.  These documents back up my personal knowledge that 5 

there has been no increase in the population of the Village of Baldwin during the 6 

time that they maintained these permits (back to 1991).  My personal experience 7 

since living next to the Village of Baldwin for the last thirty (30) years is that the 8 

population has been slowly decreasing, and has an approximate decrease of 9 

about fifty (50) residents since I first moved back to the area. 10 

Q8. What documents did you obtain pursuant to the Freedom of 11 

Information Act request from the Village of Baldwin pertaining to any 12 

discussions the Village of Baldwin had regarding the subject powerline. 13 

A. Only eight (8) sets of Minutes were produced to me, commencing with a 14 

Village of Baldwin meeting held December 20, 2005 and with the last Minutes 15 

being from March 21, 2006.   16 

Q9. What information did you learn from your review of those Minutes? 17 

A. In the Minutes of January 17, 2006, it was noted that a motion was made 18 

opposing the proposed routes for the transmission line and asking that an 19 

alternative route be made north of the Dyergy Plant.  Nothing else reflected in 20 

these Minutes identified a position by the Village of Baldwin.  There are several 21 

references to a resolution or a letter, none of which were produced to me in 22 

response to the Freedom of Information Act request. 23 



 Q10. Have you reviewed the rebuttal testimony of Tracy Dencker? 1 

A. Yes. 2 

Q11. What is your response to Tracy Dencker's rebuttal testimony? 3 

A. I can state with personal knowledge that five (5) homes, those of 4 

Chandler, Bixby, Wirth, Roscow and myself are located within two hundred feet 5 

(200') of the proposed transmission route.  I note that Tracy Dencker reported that 6 

there are no sewer facilities going to the west of the Village of Baldwin, which I 7 

concede is true.  However, there are no sewer facilities extending outside the 8 

Village of Baldwin in any direction, be it north, east, west, or south.  There are 9 

Village water lines extending to the west of the Village of Baldwin, which is were 10 

all of the growth has been located.  The Village of Baldwin does supply water by 11 

direct line to the Dynegy Power Plant, on which there are no residential tap ons.   12 

The Village of Baldwin does not supply water outside of the Village limits in any 13 

other directions, including east.  On the west side, it proceeds west to the 14 

Kaskaskia River an approximate distance of two (2) miles.        15 

Q12. Does this conclude your rebuttal testimony? 16 

A. Yes.  17 

Prepared by: 18 
 19 
s/Paul J. Evans                       . 20 
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O'Fallon, IL  62269 24 
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