
Illinois Commerce Commission 
Chief Clerk‘s Office 
527 East Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Subject: Comments of the U.S. Department of Energy in Support of The 
Company’s Proposal To Expand The Lakehead System identified in 
Docket No. 06-0470, Enbridge Energy Partners, LP. and Enbridge Energy, 
Limited Partnership 

Dear Sirs: 

The Department of Energy encourages the Illinois Commerce Commission to consider 
this proposal in light of the need for the U.S. to significantly expand its oil pipeline 
system. Expanding the oil pipeline system will provide increased energy security and 
economic benefits for both the State of Illinois and the nation as a whole. 

The U.S. government supports the development of domestic oil resources and promotes 
trade that results in increased energy and economic security for American consumers. As 
part of this effort, the government assists the industry in developing new technologies to 
find and produce new domestic oil resources in frontier areas while promoting policies 
that support energy and economic security. 

In recent years, technological advances have allowed oil extraction from oil sands and 
other “unconventional” petroleum resources, providing new sources of oil for the nation. 
As a result, oil production is significantly increasing in Canada and some of the Northern 
tier states in the U.S. (Montana, Wyoming, and North Dakota). For example, Canada is 
expecting to double its exports of oil to the U.S. from the current level of 1.6 million 
barrels per day to 3.2 million barrels per day in seven years. This supply of oil is a secure 
and reliable source of energy for American consumers. 

One of the major challenges associated with this growth in unconventional oil production 
is the limitations of current pipeline capacity in the United States. Without the necessary 
infrastructure to transport this oil to the market efficiently, the oil resources can not be 
utilized to their maximum potential. The burden, of course, continues to be felt by 
consumers. 



This transportation constraint is most visible in the Northern Rocky Mountain region 
where oil production from Montana and Wyoming is significantly constrained from 
moving out of the region by the limited amount of pipeline capacity available. However, 
additional pipeline capacity is also needed in the Midwest and Gulf States in order to 
allow for the efficient transportation of North American sources of oil. 

In the case at hand, Enbridge’s proposal to expand its existing Lakehead system in the 
State of Illinois is an important part of the solution for Illinois and the Midwest. This 
expansion would allow Enbridge to bring an additional 400,000 barrels per day of 
Canadian crude oil supplies to refineries in Illinois and the Midwest. This resource is a 
secure and economical source of oil that will benefit the state and the region. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this case. We hope the Commission will 
favorably consider Enbridge’s proposal. 

If the Commission has any questions regarding this matter, please contact Mr. John 
Pyrdol on my staff at (301) 903-2773. 

Sincerely, 

i/ James A. Slutz 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Oil and Gas 
Office of Fossil Energy 




