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RDL 1.44 Did Ameren evaluate any line routes north of the City of Red 
Bud for the Baldwin to Rush Island line?  If so, please describe 
the route and reason(s) for not considering it further.  If not, 
please explain why. 

A. Yes, Ameren identified two potential corridors with a northern route 
out of Baldwin energy complex.  Corridor route A proceeded 
northwest approximately 3 miles, turned due west for approximately 
17 miles (2.5 miles north of the Monroe/Randolph County line), 
turned southwest approximately 7 miles, crossed the Mississippi 
River, turned south down the bluffs approximately 7 miles to the 
Rush Island Power Plant. Corridor route B proceeded west 
approximately 21 miles (passing about one mile north of the 
Monroe/Randolph County line and the towns of Red Bud and 
Maeystown), turned southwest approximately 5 miles, crossing the 
Mississippi River north of Harlow Island and proceeds along thee 
Mississippi River bluffs approximately 3 miles to the Rush Island 
Power Plant. 

These Corridors routes A and B were not considered further in the 
analysis for the following reasons: 

 The north exit would cross up to four 345kV and one 138kV 
transmission lines.  These multiple crossings would create an 
unacceptable risk in terms of system reliability.  This is a significant 
draw back that would affect both the A and B corridors. 

 The northern corridors have the potential to affect a greater 
number of residences. 

 The north exit would cross the Kaskaskia River and its 
associated flood plain and wetlands complex at one of its widest 
points.  Generally, there are more oxbows and braided wetland 
areas associated with the Kaskaskia north of the Baldwin Power 
Plant. Crossing the Kaskaskia River to the north would result in 
significantly more impacts to wetlands and water resources.  This 
draw back would affect both the A and B corridors. 

 The Renault Karst Area is located generally north of the town of 
Renault.  Both corridors A and B would traverse through this 
sensitive area for a greater length of exposure.  This area contains 
a large cave complex and other potentially sensitive features. 

 Corridor routes A and B were significantly longer in mileage, 39 
and 36 miles respectively. 
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 Corridors route A and B would potentially impact Harlow Island 
National Wildlife Refuge, a federally protected property located 
directly north of the Rush Island Power Station. 

 At its closest point, corridor route B would pass approximately 
one half mile north of the City of Red Bud. 
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