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August 24,2006 

The Honorable Terrance Hillard 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East C:apitol Avenue 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

RE: ICC Docket No. 06-0470: Enbridge Energy Partners, L.P. and Enbridge 
Energy, Limited Partnership; Application for Certificate in Good Standing 

Dear Judge Hillard: 

On June 28, 2006, Enbridge Energy Partners, L.P. and Enbridge Energy, Limited 
Partnership jointly referred to hereinafter as "Enbridge " filed an application with the 
Illinois Commerce Commission ("ICC" or "Commission") requesting a Certificate in 
Good Standing under the Common Carrier by Pipeline Law, 220 lLCS 5/15-401(a). 

On behalf of our two organizations - the Association of Oil Pipelines and API -- we 
would like to provide you some additional background information as you consider 
Enbridge's application. 

As background, the Association of Oil Pipelines is an unincorporated nonprofit 
organization started in 1947. As a trade association, the AOPL acts as an intormation 
clearinghouse for the public, the media and the pipeline industry. AOPL represents 
common carrier crude and petroleum product pipelines in Congress, before federal 
regulatory agencies, and in the federal courts. 

APT represents America's oil and natural gas industry - an industry that provides the fuel 
for American life, warming our homes, powering our businesses and giving us the 
mobility to enjoy this great land. API represents more than 400 members involved in all 
aspects of the oil and natural gas industry. 

The oil pipeline industry is committed to providing reliable service to American 
consumers. Gasoline, diesel, heating fuels, jet fuel, and raw materials for manufacturing 



are the lifeblood of the U S .  economy and our mobile and independent American life. 
Pipelines are vital to America’s security. The industry’s commitment to reliable service 
is built on a commitment of stewardship for the vast national network of oil pipelines. 

The application filed by Enhridge supports one of the major new pipeline expansions 
planned by our member companies that will help ensure U.S. refineries have access to the 
growing supplies of crude oil produced in North America - - and in particular from 
Alberta, Canada’s oil sands. 

The 2005 hurricanes underscored the need for diversifying sources of crude oil supplies 
for U.S. refiners and the impacts that such disasters can have on markets beyond the 
immediate impact zone of the event. 

Though there are many factors that play into the market cost of petroleum products in  
Illinois and across the country -- an increase in supply and supply flexibility from a 
secure, reliable source like Canada can only help market conditions in Illinois and the 
Midwest. And that supply can only he accessible to Midwest refineries with the 
construction of significant new pipeline capacity. 

Most pipeline right-of-ways have been acquired through mutually beneficial negotiations 
between the pipeline company and the landowner. At times negotiations come to an 
impasse and a state’s eminent domain authority is needed so that long distance pipelines 
can be efficiently constructed and proceed to meet the market - - and thus the public’s - - 
need for petroleum. 

With that background, we urge you to consider the importance of these pipeline 
transportation systems to consumers nationally and in Illinois as you consider Enbridge’s 
application. 

Please contact us if you have any questions about the information we have provided. 

Sincerely, 


