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Intervener, Karnal and Elizabeth Phegley 5 

Q. Please state your name and residential address. 6 

A. Karnal and Elizabeth Phegley 7 

 9789 Stringtown Road, P.O. Box 44 8 

 Baldwin, IL, 62217  9 

Q. How long have you owned your property?   10 

A. We have owned it since 1987, 19 years. 11 

Q.  How much property do you own? 12 

A. 20 acres. 13 

Q. What percentage (roughly) of your property are they planning to 14 

take?   15 

A. Approximately 2.9 acres, which is slicing our ground at an angle almost 16 

directly through the center. 17 

Q How do you use your property?  18 

A. We use the ground for farming, raising vegetables and fruits, selling crafts, 19 

and making wine. 20 

Q. Is this a rural homestead? 21 



A. Yes, consisting of a log home and 3 sheds, all of which is lined with Pine 22 

trees on two sides, a creek and woods on the third and open fields on the fourth 23 

side. 24 

Q. Where would this power line go in relationship to your buildings? 25 

A. The power line would go through at an angle almost through the center of 26 

our property, destroying most of the woods that are home to deer, wild turkey, 27 

raccoons, opossums, rabbits, owls, bluebirds, red birds, finches, and many other 28 

species, in addition to going through our fields.     29 

Q.  Where would this powerline go in relationship to your residence? 30 

A. The map provided to show the location of our home is wrong. What is 31 

marked indicating our house is a shed in the southeast corner of the property.  32 

We live in the log cabin in the center of the property, 200 to 300 yards Northwest 33 

of the shed indicated on the map, which places out home almost to the edge of 34 

Route.  I can’t state the distance because it was not properly marked, the 35 

measurement given shows the distance to a shed, not our house.  I believe our 36 

house will be within 200-300 feet of the power line. 37 

Q. How will this powerline interfere with your usage of your property?   38 

A. It would take out the deer hunting, wild turkey, our vegetable and fruit 39 

patches (watermelon, cantaloupe, turnips), and some crop planting (wheat and 40 

beans).  We have planted a grape arbor and have been experimenting with 41 

making different types of wines.    42 

Q. Will this powerline cross any streams or creeks? 43 



A. Yes, two creeks and a fence line that does have an easement on the other 44 

side of the fence. 45 

Q. Did you have planned specific uses for your property that this 46 

powerline will interfere with?      47 

A. Yes, farming, hunting and to attract people for a winery setting in the 48 

country with a view of the beauty of the land and to sell fruits and vegetables and 49 

crafts we make. The route would disrupt much of this. 50 

Q. Do you believe there are any reasons why they made a mistake as to 51 

switching from the Red Route to the Green Route? 52 

A. Yes, we do not live in the shed that is marked on the map. We live in a 53 

home two to three hundred yards to the northwest, which is a lot closer than they 54 

said.  The green route crosses a residential area this way, and many more rural 55 

homes.  The life of Baldwin has grown to the west, not the East, as stated.  My 56 

personal opinion is that the Green Route was chosen solely due to a lower cost. 57 

They keep saying the cost would be more on the Red Route, and I see no other 58 

reason that they picked the Green Route other than this.   59 

Q. Have you researched development of the land to the East and West 60 

of Baldwin? 61 

A. Yes.  There have been no new homes built to the east of Baldwin in the 62 

last 50 years.  There are only two or three homesteads in the area of the Red 63 

Route east of Baldwin, but they would be several much farther from the power 64 

line than would be the homes on the green route.  To my knowledge, the 65 

undeveloped property within the city limits on the east side is owned, among 66 



others, by Ray Tillock, employer to Baldwin's Village President Gary 67 

Schoenbeck, and by James Buch, brother-in-law of Gary Schoenbeck. 68 

 69 

To my knowledge, development on the west side of Baldwin began sometime 70 

around 1976, with at least 25 or more new homes (and some older ones 71 

remodeled) built immediately west of Baldwin along Highway 154, or along 72 

Stringtown Road, just outside of Baldwin, where the Green Route is proposed.  73 

Additionally, two businesses and a motel have developed along Highway 154 74 

near the west side of Baldwin also.      75 

Q.  Does this conclude your testimony? 76 

A. Yes it does. 77 

 78 

 79 

 80 


