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DIRECT TESTIMONY 3 

OF 4 

Intervener, Harry P. Wetzel 5 

Q. Please state your name and residential address. 6 

A.  Harry P. Wetzel 7 

 10265 Stringtown Road 8 

 Baldwin, IL, 62217 9 

Q. How long have you owned your property?   10 

A. I've owned part of the farm for a few years.  My wife ( Eileen Deichmann-11 

Wetzel) has lived here most of her life. 12 

Q. Has it been in your family for multiple generations, and if so, for how 13 

long?    14 

A. It's been in the Deichmann Family for over 105 years. 15 

Q.  How much property do you own? 16 

A. 159 acres of farm ground.  I own half.  The other is in my wife's trust.  17 

Q. What percentage (roughly) of your property are they planning to 18 

take?   19 

A. 4.8 acres 20 

Q How do you use your property?  21 



A. I use my property for agricultural purposes, consisting of row crops and 22 

pasture land, but the pasture land is tillable. I am thinking about getting rid of my 23 

cows, and if I do so, all of the land will be tilled.   24 

Q. Is this a rural homestead? 25 

A. yes, for generations in the same family.  26 

Q. Where would this power line go in relationship to your buildings and 27 

residence? 28 

A. A little less than a half a mile to the south, but I am not certain of the exact 29 

distance. 30 

Q. How will this powerline interfere with your usage of your property?   31 

A. Mainly it will take down the value of this property that I can sell for three 32 

times what they offer.  It's also part agricultural and pasture and will make it more 33 

difficult to farm around.  34 

Q. Will this powerline cross any streams or creeks, or have to cross 35 

steep grades?  36 

A. Yes, it will have to cross one steep hill and one creek. 37 

Q. Did you have planned specific uses for your property that this 38 

powerline will interfere with?      39 

A. Yes, power and water is just across Springtown Road and we could make 40 

lots. People are building homes on Stringtown road because there is water 41 

available. My property sits on both Highway 154 and Stringtown road. People 42 

have asked to buy land from us to build rural home sites along Stringtown Road. 43 

They will not want to buy lots if the power line comes through here. 44 



Q. Do you believe there are any reasons why they made a mistake as to 45 

switching from the Red Route to the Green Route? 46 

A. Yes, someone must have interest on East Side.  The only growth has 47 

been West.  We have power and water and Green Route goes across prime real 48 

estate within the city limit and many homes.  I would have sold lots along 49 

Highway 154 myself.  50 

Q.  Does this conclude your testimony? 51 

A. Yes it does. 52 

 53 

 54 

 55 


